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Phi Beta Kappa

brings academic
freedom expert
David Rabban

OWEN VERMEULEN °28
NEWS EDITOR

Academic Freedom is a major
point of contention in the United
States political landscape. With
the Trump administration threat-
ening to detain, deport and revoke
visas of academics that were crit-
ical of his foreign policy, partic-
ularly pertaining to Palestine
and Israel, free speech has been
tested on college campuses. Not
only this, but with the Trump
administration working to remove
Diversity Equity and Inclusion
(DEI) programs throughout feder-
al institutions, many states have
found themselves introducing
legislation that restricts the use
of DEI language. Professors and
teachers across the nation have
had to rework syllabi and courses
in order to comply with federal and
state mandates. Many professors
are too afraid to publish academ-
ic work because they are worried

“Higher education
institutions are often
the breeding grounds

of democracy in
America.”

- Chris Runyon ’26

about political retribution.

Wabash’s latest speaker, David
Rabban, the Chair of Law at the
University of Texas School of Law,
is coming to Wabash in order to
educate students and faculty on
how their First Amendment rights
apply to academic freedom.

“Rabban has dedicated his career
to considerations of how the law,
especially the First Amendment,
applies to colleges and universi-
ties,” said Secretary of the Wabash
College Phi Beta Kappa Chapter,
Jeff Beck. “His goal is to help the
Wabash Community explore the
rights and responsibilities as well
as the breadth and limitations asso-
ciated with academic freedom.”
Phi Beta Kappa Chapter, Jeff Beck.
“His goal is to help the Wabash
Community explore the rights
and responsibilities as well as the
breadth and limitations associated
with academic freedom.”

| Continued page 2 |
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MXI prepares for Black History

Month

JERRION ROSE 29
STAFF WRITER

This past January the annual
Celebration of Student Research
contained many good moments and
recognized many hardworking stu-
dents for their work in research.
Now students are turning their
attention to keeping the momen-
tum going as we celebrate Black
History Month here on campus
with the Malcolm X Institute of
Black Studies (MXI).

This February will be packed
with opportunities to celebrate
African American excellence,
accomplishments and contribu-
tions with the MXI. Opening up
with a week of art and expression,
the Rams Horns, or the leadership
of the MXI, Chairman Quinn Sholar
’26, Vice Chairman Maximus Rosa
’26, Secretary Hayden Lewter ‘26
and Treasurer Javon Garrey °27
will each give a Chapel Talk on
February 5. On February 6, The
Voices of Black Art Showcase and
Open House, an African American
Artist Exhibition, will be at the MXI
starting at 7:00 p.m.. Tour guides
will be available as Wabash men
present their art.

“Black History Month, above
all else, especially for college stu-
dents, should be much more com-
plex than facts, figures and inven-
tions,” said Assistant Director of
the MXI Kim King '99. “Instead,
it should bring into focus system-
ic questions and conversations. At

COURTESY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MARKETING
Members of the Malcolm X Institute of Black Studies with the 2026 MLK speaker, pastor Kenneth Sullivan.

root, I want students to wrestle
with how Blackness in America,
historically and currently, exposes
everything beautiful and ugly about
what it means to be American
(socially, politically, and econom-
ically).”

Throughout the whole month
of February, a collection of dec-
orated and celebrated speakers
will have lunch Tuesdays with the
Institute in the MXI Horace Turner
Classroom starting at 12:00 p.m.,
starting February 3 with Associate
Professor of English and Black
Studies Timothy Lake. Associate
Professor of English Julian Whitney
will be giving a lunch talk on
February 10 followed by Kim King
on February 17. The last talk will
be given on February 24 by Director
of the MXI Steven Jones ’87.

These upcoming weeks will have
chances to pursue knowledge about
African American culture, along
with connecting to people with
incredible skills and information.
The MXI invites all to immerse
themselves in history and be
comfortable as you witness black
achievement.

On February 4, brothers of the
MXI will travel to Crawfordsville
High School (CHS) and give talks
about Black History and Culture.
This stems from the partnership
between the MXI and the CHS
Culture Club. Presentations will
begin at 10:15 a.m.

On February 19, the MXI will

host Red Velvet, an artistic expres-
sion show with various perfor-
mances at the Fine Arts Center in
Salter Hall starting at 7:00 p.m.,
including an act from the Chicago
based comedian Meechie Hall.

“This year, through the people
we have for lunch talks and other
events at the institute, they’re not
just for fun but also for education,”
said Rosa.

As a Rams Horn and lead coor-
dinator for Black History Month,
Rosa is excited to put African
American history and culture on
display in a fun and interactive
way. Focusing on campus culture,
Rosa also wants to foster commu-
nity through education.

“The more people are educated
about the black experience, the
more comfortable they feel in spac-
es such as the MXIBS and even
more comfortable in places like
urban Indianapolis,” said Rosa.

This is a time for people to be
appreciative and understanding of
each other. There are only twen-
ty-eight days in February, how-
ever, there will be 306 more days
left in the year to recognize and
acknowledge Black America.

The last event will take place on
February 26 at 7:30 p.m. at the
MXI. A final special moment to con-
clude the month with a Celebration
of Black History.

Crawfordsville

to campus
philanthropy
competition

PHILLIP HARVEY ’29
STAFF WRITER

The Crawfordsville to Campus
Committee has officially inau-
gurated a semester-long philan-
thropy competition, specifically
designed to encourage various
student organizations to demon-
strate their steadfast commitment
to the local community through
additional service initiatives. This
strategic initiative aims to bol-
ster student volunteer efforts by
offering attractive prizes to the
most prolific student bodies at the
conclusion of the semester.

Fraternities, independent liv-
ing units, and even diverse cam-
pus clubs, such as La Alianza and
shOUT, are invited to participate
as their own distinct teams; the
primary caveat for eligibility is
maintaining a roster of more than
20 active club members. Within
the scoring framework, every indi-
vidual service hour is worth five
points toward the overall com-
petition standings. Ultimately,
the Interfraternity Council (IFC)
and the Crawfordsville to Campus
Committee (C2C) will serve as
the final judges of the competi-
tion, possessing the authority to
raise point values for instances of
excellence and making the defini-
tive decision on what does or does
not constitute qualified service
work.

To ensure the integrity of the
competition, additional strict
rules have been implemented.
First, no single hour of service can
be counted twice. Organizations
that have participants at the
same event cannot both receive
the same total of points, unless
they state how the hours will be
divided. Additionally, photo evi-
dence is required for all service
hours. Qualifying events include
campus-wide cleanups and service
at any local outreach location.
Activities that solely benefit the
organization itself—such as sober
driving for social events—are
strictly excluded. While the spe-
cific prizes for the top three teams
remain under wraps, the C2C has
promised an announcement next
week. The committee is, howev-
er, attempting to secure a champi-
onship belt for the winners.

“I’'m excited for what this com-
| Continued page 2 ‘

Stephenson Institute hosts Hoover Fellow Anthony Gregory

TOBIAS OYANIRAN ’28
STAFF WRITER

In at time when much of the
news feels unprecedented it’s
even more important to reflect
on the history that has brought
us to this point. On Tuesday,
the Stephenson Institute for
Classical Liberalism host-
ed Anthony Gregory of the
Hoover Institution at Stanford
University to do just that.
Gregory earned his doctor-
ate from the University of
California, Berkeley and has
published multiple pieces on
national security and legal the-

COURTESY OF HOOVER INSTITUTION
Anthony Gregory, a Hoover Fellow at the Hoover Institution on War,
Revolution and Peace at Stanford University.

ory. An avid foodie, TV enthu-
siast and rock music lover, he
embodies a youthful academic
spirit. In his undergraduate
years, he pursued the study of
history after discovering polit-
ical science was “too rigid.” He
credits his fascination with the
field to a quote from his first
history professor, “History is
the story of everything that
happened before now.”

This emphasis on narrative
is exemplified in his most
recent and previous works.
Gregory describes himself as
having a “passion for liberty”

and being “drawn to questions
of power.” His work examines
the institutional history of the
state and its relationship with
ideology.

Being an academic historian,
Gregory’s talk centered around
the pre-Progressive and
Progressive era of American
politics, which was character-
ized by a massive expansion
in the power and size of the
federal government. He argues
that not only did economic and
social attitudes lead to larges-
cale reform, but developing
theories of the rule of law
and state legitimacy were an
additional driver of New Deal
and progressive policies of the
20th century.

Gregory covered the defi-
nition of liberalism in the
American context and expli-
cated how throughout histo-
ry the competing priorities
of liberalism led to different
political outcomes. From the
Reconstruction Era, through
the pre-World War II era and
all the way to the modern
liberal state, he details the
effects the political emphasis
on an intranational security
apparatus has had on a variety
of social and economic issues.

Associate Professor and
Director of the Stephenson
Institute Daniel D’amico con-
tends that Gregory’s visit to
campus allowed students to
engage with “some of the most
important history of the 20th
century.” Classical liberals,

such as those of the Institute,
are skeptical of expansionist
government power over the
economy and society. It is this
very power that Gregory ana-
lyzes in his book, with a focus
on law and penology. D’amico
further connected Gregory’s
work to the Institute’s own
in a meet and greet with the
author.

“The growth in responsibil-
ity of the federal government

“The growth in respon-
siblity of the federal
government unavoid-
ably coincides with a
growth in the federal
government’s enforce-
ment authority.”

- Anthony Gregory

unavoidably coincides with a
growth in the federal govern-
ment’s enforcement authori-
ty,” said D’amico “Oftentimes,
broadly speaking, those who
wish for the former do not
wish for the latter and vice
versa.”

In the wake of recent events
in Minneapolis, where two
American citizens have been
killed by federal agents con-
ducting immigration enforce-
ment in the past month, The
Stephenson Institute’s exam-
ination of state power, and
Gregory’s specific analysis of
the principles of law and order

that are derived from such a
sizable state are particularly
relevant.

“I, and many Americans,
have a distrust or dislike of
ICE; and this represents a pre-
New Deal suspicion of federal
power,” said Rabban. “ICE will
not exist in its current form
after a few presidential cycles.
Democrats, after gaining
power, have a bad track record
of rolling back Republican pol-
icies they vociferously opposed
when Republicans held control
of the government.”

Gregory compared the US’s
current situation to the post
9/11 War in Iraq that George
Bush started and Barrack
Obama continued for a time,
despite his campaign’s vehe-
ment opposition to military
action in that country. The
Obama administration reen-
gaged militarily in Iraq with
controversial airstrikes and
covert drone operations in
2014.

Gregory’s book, titled “New
Deal Law and Order: How the
War on Crime Built the Modern
Liberal State,” is out and avail-
able in multiple formats. The
Stephenson Institute’s next
event will be on February 3rd,
noon in Baxter 101; featur-
ing Dr. Brian Cutsinger, an
assistant professor at Florida
Atlantic University with his
talk titled, “Rethinking the
Fed’s Framework: Lessons
from the Post-Pandemic
Inflation.”
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Crawfordsville to Campus philanthropy

competition

Phi Beta Kappa brings academic
freedom expert David Rabban

Continued from page 1 |

petition between the fraternities
will be,” said IFC treasurer Colton
Cooper ’28. “The thought behind
it is that everyone loves to com-
pete, so let’s harness that towards
something our community so des-
perately needs.”

Student leaders have until the
final conclusion of the academ-
ic semester to rack up points
through service and community
engagement. The final winners
will be declared on May 1. We
will find out which campus bodies

COURTESY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MARKETING
Students clean up a garden in a nature reserve during a Crawfordsville to Campus event in Spring of 2025.

truly embody the virtues of stand-
ing tall together and proudly.
“I’'ve talked to members of var-
ious houses on campus who say,
‘Yeah, we have a strong commu-
nity.” Our fraternity leaders are
always pushing us to go out and
participate in the events we’re
getting emails about,” said Ike
O’Niel ’27. “Hearing things like
that makes me feel confident that
Wabash is being well-received. My
hope is that this competition will
also give fraternities-especially
those that may have been slower
toward philanthropy in the past-a

route to dive in a little deeper.”

Anyone currently wondering as
to where to start their efforts
should check out the Montgomery
County Leadership Academy
(MCLA). They partner with United
Way of Montgomery County,
Montgomery County Community
Foundation, Wabash College, City
of Crawfordsville and the city of
Crawfordsville. They consistently
identify local needs and have a
Facebook group for anyone want-
ing opportunities to engage and
serve.

COURTESY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN
David Rabban, the Dahr Jamail, Randall Hage Jamail and Robert Lee
Jamail Regents Chair in Law, joined the Texas Law faculty in 1983.

|  Continued from page1 |

Texas, where Rabban teaches,
has faced an onslaught of chal-
lenges pertaining to academic free-
dom on college campuses through-
out the state. Texas Tech sent out
memos restricting the discussion
of nonbinary, transgender and
other gender identities, with some
faculty being told to remove pro-
nouns from their email signatures.
The University of Texas has made
attempts to restrict on campus pro-
tests by abolishing elected faculty
senates and replacing them with
appointed advisory mechanisms.

“I think this talk will bring an
extremely important dialogue to
campus,” said President of the
Wabash College Pre-Law Society,
Chris Runyon. “Academic free-
dom rights have been in the news
all across the country in recent
years. People on both sides of the
aisle feel as though they’re being
silenced from freely speaking their
minds inside the classroom. I think
this a major problem, and I love
that Professor Rabban will be com-
ing to campus to help outline what
academic freedom is and the rights
that come with it.”

Indiana is not immune to the
issues of restricting academic
freedom. On January 8, a federal
judge ruled that Indiana University
had violated the First Amendment
rights of pro-Palestenian protes-
tors it banned from campus in
2024 for participating in candlelit
free-speech vigils. Indiana has also
passed legislation curbing DEI in
public school institutions.

“Academic Freedom is a peren-
nial, core principle that under-
scores the rights of members of
the Wabash Community to think
and to express themselves freely,”
said Beck. “In recent years, there
have been attempts in Indiana to
restrict expression of certain ideas
by proposed or enacted legislation
or policies impacting institutional
funding, individual employment,
and viewpoint expression and con-
tent in the classroom and librar-
ies.”

Phi Beta Kappa was very
thoughtful of the current state of
academic free speech when they
chose to bring Rabban as a guest
speaker.

“Every year, the Wabash
Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa and
the Film and Lecture Committee
consider a slate of prestigious Phi
Beta Kappa Visiting Scholars,” said
Beck. “Among the many different
disciplines and topics, Dr. Rabban
stood out as an expert well-timed
to discuss a host of issues related
to Academic Freedom on college
campuses.”

Professors are eager to hear
what Rabban has to say. This is an
opportunity for not only students
to expand their knowledge, but
faculty as well.

“We live in a time when many
disputes are arising about the free
speech rights of students and pro-
fessors,” said Associate Professor
of Political Science, Scott Himsel.
“So Professor Rabban’s noon talk
on Thursday, student rights, and
Friday, faculty rights, are both
very important and very timely. I
urge everyone to turn out and to
participate by asking questions.”

Our freedom of expression is
something that many may take
for granted. It’s during times like
these where it’s vital to remind
ourselves of how important these
rights truly are so that we can
appreciate what we have, and fight
for what we might lose.

“I think academic freedom
is a cornerstone of the First
Amendment,” said Runyon.
“Higher education institutions
are often the breeding grounds of
democracy in America. Without
Academic Freedom, professors
cannot challenge their students
with ideas that will push them
to learn and grow. Especially at
a school like Wabash, a lack of
academic freedom takes away one
of the key pieces that make up a
Wabash man. Namely, the abili-
ty to grapple with new ideas and
logically think through opposing
arguments and viewpoints.”

News around the world

Protests in Iran suffer under the regime, global elections are up and a winter vortex covers North

attack

America in snow

of the

COURTESY OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Iranian protesters took to the streets thorughout Dec.
2025 and January 6 in a stance against the political,
economic and social policies of the Iranian regime.

PHILLIP HARVERY ’29
STAFF WRITER

IRAN

Protests erupted across
Iran on Dec. 28 2025 and
have yet to cease. The
protests had centered on
economic hardships for
the country and the failing
currency there, however,
they took on political and
social elements given poor
conditions can be square-
ly blamed on the authori-
tarian theocratic republic.
Now the government has
blacked out the internet
and silenced all commu-
nication in an attempt to
mask its brutal and violent
crackdown on protests.
The event has been the
largest uprising since the
1979 Islamic Revolution.

In just the last half a
year, the Iranian rial has
suffered an around 60%
loss of value and subse-

quent 50% boom in infla-
tion. Exchange rates have
shot up to approximately
1.4 million rials for every
U.S. dollar. International
sanctions, restrictions on
oil sales, isolation in bank-
ing and a lack of trade have
all caused a loss of con-
fidence. Now people are
rushing to convert savings
into dollars or gold, mak-
ing everything worse.

The movement started
when bazaars — a cultur-
al touchstone as well as
marketplaces for Iran —
closed down and markets
went silent. Mass strikes
by workers and students
added to things, and the
movement was broad-
ly peaceful with marches
in cities. Soon, however,
security forces respond-
ed with heavy force.
Protesters began to chant
anti-regime slogans and
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symbols
government and Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps.

Immediately, reports
came in of live firing, mass
arrests, detentions and
injuries. The movement
was somewhat direction-
less until Reza Pahlavi,
a dissident and politi-
cal activist in exile in the
United States, called for
unified protests. He urged
a peaceful transition of
power and a referendum
to reform Iran’s political
system.

Following this, on Jan.
8, 1.5 million protesters
came onto the streets of
Tehran and on Jan. 9, an
estimated 5 million pro-
testers marched nation-
wide. At this moment,
though, all went silent.
On Jan. 8, the twelfth day
of the protests, authori-
ties imposed a near total
shutdown of the internet.
The nation has been cut off
from the rest of the world
and even internally has cut
communications.

Iran has historically halt-
ed the internet in order
to suppress protest move-
ments. The regime did so
in 2019 and 2022, when
in the latter year it banned
WhatsApp. In the for-
mer year, a six-day inter-
net blackout masked the
mass murder of protest-
ers. The full picture has
been covered up now, but
the death toll could have
been between 30,000 and
36,500 on Jan. 8 and 9

according to Iranian news.
International govern-
mental groups like the
European Union have pub-
licly condemned the Iranian
regime’s use of lethal force
against protesters. The
diplomatic pressure has
been light so far, howev-
er. U.S. officials have sus-
pended diplomatic meet-
ings and organized mili-
tary assets in the region
as deterrence. President
Trump threatened a strong
response in early January
if a deadly crackdown pro-
ceeded. Now that it clear-
ly has, the ball is now in
the United States’ court to
make good on its word.

NORTH AMERICA

A colossal 1300-mile
snow and ice storm has
stretched from north-
ern Mexico all the way to
western Canada. Over 230
million people were under
weather alerts at the peak
of the storm. Tragically,
at least 62 people have
died across North America
due to hypothermia and
storm-related incidents.
The damages could cost up
to $115 billion dollars.

Instead of snow, the
South got hit by a crippling
ice storm. Major power
outages swept Tennessee
and Mississippi because
of the storm. The sheer
weight of the ice has had
tornado-like effects on any
infrastructure incapable of
bearing the pressure.

Turning to the Great

Lakes and Canada, Toronto
recorded 18 inches of snow
— the greatest amount in a
single day ever recorded.
Meteorologists attribute
this event to a shift in the
Northern Hemisphere’s
polar vortex, which pushed
Arctic air further south
than is typical.

As the storm went fur-
ther east, it turned into a
normal “Nor’easter” storm.
New York, Massachusetts,
and Pennsylvania each
reported over 20 inches of
snow.

WORLD ELECTIONS

2026 could see a rela-
tively high average of elec-
tions if expected snap elec-
tions are held. As many
as 45 countries could hold
elections this year. The
total represents a com-
bined approximately 1.6
billion voters.

A potential region for
a standout shift could be
Latin America, where the
United States capture of
Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro has polar-

ized the region. Those
include Peru, Colombia,
Brazil, Costa Rica,

Barbados and Haiti. There
may be a pink tide given
recent events.

In East Africa, South
Sudan looks to have its first
vote ever. South Sudan is
the youngest in the world
and has never had a gen-
eral election. The region is
now gambling on the pos-
sibility of peace after years
of civil war.

Normal years see around
25 national elections
around the world. The
utmost peak was actually
in 2024, when 65 coun-
tries had national elec-
tions.

COURTESY OF UNMISS

South Sudan gained independence in 2011, but since then
it has endured years of civil war and political tension.
Elections are scheduled for December 2026.
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NAWM engages alumni
and students alike

NATHAN ELLENBERGER '26
MANAGING EDITOR

For as tight-knit of a community
as the Wabash student body is, it
is easy to forget that there are in-
numerably more Wabash men that
have passed under the arch and into
the world beyond Crawfordsville.
Composing this body of Wabash men
out in the world is the National As-
sociation of Wabash Men (NAWM),
the alumni association of Wabash
College. With the express goal of
furthering the mission of the Col-
lege, the NAWM may fly under the
radar for some students. However,
the work done by the association is
indispensable, laboring tirelessly to
stay engaged with current students
and the changing needs of the Col-
lege.

At the helm of both the NAWM
and its board of directors is Tony
Unfried '03. Halfway through his
two-year term as President of the
NAWM, Unfried seeks to give the
College help wherever help is need-
ed, truly embodying the Wabash
man as one that leads effectively.
Unfried brings a background in busi-
ness leadership, having started over
10 businesses, as well as prior lead-
ership in the Wabash community,
serving on the board of Center for
Innovation, Business, and Entre-
preneurship (CIBE) at its founding,
president of the Lambda Chi Alpha
alumni association and President
of the Wabash Club of Indianapolis.
Through all of his experience in his
career and beyond, Unfried feels
well equipped to lead an organiza-
tion like the NAWM.

“Sometimes you learn more from
your failures than you do your suc-
cesses,” said Unfried. “Everybody
figures out their own leadership
style, and everybody wants to be
led differently. Once you figure that
out, that translates into a board
leadership position.”

Unfried identified three pillars
of the NAWM’s work, emphasiz-
ing that the association does much
more behind the scenes than many
realize. The goals are to strength-
en current fraternities, strengthen
regional alumni groups and to in-
crease the visibility of the NAWM as
a whole. Unfried dedicates himself
to all three goals, but emphasized
that the latter may be the key to
increasing engagement across the
board.

“How can we increase that visibil-
ity and be more than just the board
that has an event every other year
for the Hall of Fame and that board
that has an event at Homecoming
that gives some awards?” said Un-
fried. “That's a very important part
of what we do, but it's probably only
about half of what we do.”

One of the most important con-
tacts Unfried and the NAWM have at
Wabash is Director of Alumni & Af-
finity Group Engagement Ron Dostal
’92, who also serves as one of the
representatives of the College ad-
ministration on the NAWM'’s board
of directors. Dostal spoke to some
of the goals that he shares with the
NAWM at large, namely recruiting
more alumni to assist with regional
engagement.

“We're trying to identify more
alumni volunteers who can help
with some of our regional engage-
ment efforts so they don't have to
come back to campus to have a Wa-
bash experience,” said Dostal. “If
there's a critical mass of Wabash
guys in Denver, [there’s] a chance

for them to get together and may-
be watch the Monon Bell game, or
maybe get together a couple of other
times during the year as well.”

Overall, while the NAWM holds
events for alumni to stay connect-
ed to their alma mater, the focus is
still very much on the shared com-
munity in Crawfordsville, which
current students are the most di-
rectly tied to. As a result, everyone
in the NAWM wants to connect with
students and is concerned with im-
proving the student experience. As
the student representative on the
NAWM board, Ayden Salpietra ’27
is one of the key liaisons between
the board and the student body,
using his voice in their three yearly
meetings to advocate for student in-
terests.

“I'm the only student in those
meetings, and it's been really cool
just to talk to those guys and tell
them what's going on on campus,”
said Salpietra. “In the most recent
meeting, I talked a lot about inclu-
sivity and brotherhood on campus
and how we can build that to be
stronger.”

With the youngest perspective be-
hind the scenes of the NAWM, Sal-
pietra has fresh eyes to see how the
collaboration within the association
and its board embody the fraternal
spirit of Wabash.

“Even though they see each oth-
er three times a year, they're still
a very cohesive group,” said Salpi-
etra. “It just speaks to the Wabash
brotherhood as a whole. You could
have graduated in 1983 and anoth-
er guy could graduate in 2012, and
you guys are still on the same page.”

What unites these alumni that
volunteer their time and energy to
the NAWM is a desire to give the gift
of service to the current students,
not expecting anything in return.

“We don't owe anything back to
the alumni or the current students,
but we give back because that's our
connection,” said Unfried. “That's
what we want to do and offer.”

The NAWM is much greater than
just the few directors that spear-
head engagement campaigns: the
NAWM is the whole body of living
alumni that have passed through
these halls. What Unfried urges cur-
rent students to do is take advan-
tage of this larger brotherhood be-
fore graduation, when the network
is perhaps the most accessible.

“Understand that as soon as
you graduate, you become part of
the Wabash mafia,” said Unfried.
“When you come in as a freshman,
there's someone on this campus
that's already done what you're try-
ing to do and been through what
you are going through. Now you've
gone from ‘how do I pass that chem-
istry test?’ to ‘how do I figure out
what I want to do with the rest of
my life?’ And that's where you find
those folks that have done it before
or have the experience to figure it
out.”

The work done by Dostal, Unfried,
Salpietra and the entire NAWM is all
oriented towards improving the Col-
lege, both for its continued success
and for the sake of current students.
By necessity, the alumni body will
always be larger than the current
student body. By recognizing and
engaging with the good work of the
NAWM, one can tap into the broad-
er brotherhood that lasts long after
commencement — because it’s not
four years, it’s for life.

Senior spotlight: Quinn Sholar

PHOTO BY ELIJAH GREENE '25

Ouinn Sholar '26 prepares for the 130th Monon Bell Classic at DePauw University. His leadership as a
captain has been a staple of the Wabash football team.

BRADY REEVES 29
STAFF WRITER

Few Wabash men are able to
bridge the gap between a standout
athletic career and a pursuit of ar-
tistic expression. Even fewer can
do both while fostering an inclusive
campus community. Despite these
odds, one senior has perfectly bal-
anced all three.

Quinn Sholar '26 is a member of
the Sphinx Club, captain of the track
and football teams, chairman of the
Malcolm X Institute of Black Stud-
ies (MXIBS), member of the Dean’s
President’s council and former
member of Center for Innovation,
Business, and Entrepreneurship
(CIBE). Sholar is an art major and
economics minor from Indianapolis,
Indiana.

“I was always a part of some type
of community, whether it was com-
munity service or helping others,”
said Sholar.

Sholar is a big advocate for the
phrase: “it takes a village to raise a

man.” He loves this saying because
he was raised as a community ori-
ented person and lives by it. Prior-
itizing community has led him to
many leadership positions across
campus, a place he didn’t initially
expect he would be in when he came
to Wabash.

“I didn’t think that freshman me
would see myself in this position of
leadership I am in now” said Shol-
ar. “I know my dad always told me
I was going to be a leader growing
up, but I did not think that I would
see myself leading in multiple facets
around campus.”

Sholar has grown much from his
first days on campus. However, a
strong conviction led to a strong be-
ginning to his Wabash career.

“I thank freshman year me for
knowing what he wanted to do with
his life and for having the kind of
morals and ethics to put me in such
a successful position,” said Sholar.

Becoming chairman of the MXIBS
was an important step for him be-
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Quinn Sholar attends the 2025 MXI MLK day speaking event. His
work at the institute has had substantial impacts across campus.

coming the Wabash man he is today.
The MXIBS helped him get involved
and change campus and the views of
students and faculty on campus.

“When I became Chairman, I got
to better the Black experience at
Wabash,” said Sholar. “It is a very
important facet that needs to be
talked about and discussed more on
campus.”

His humility is also a key factor
that he consistently hones in order
to improve his character; Sholar
looks at the bigger picture before
himself.

“Its possible to be a leader and put
it on the big scale without showing
off,” said Sholar. “But for people
that look like me, to know what
that is like, I want you to know that
whatever you want to do at this
school is possible.”

Sholar’s leadership across his ath-
letic career has been exceptional.
Through his high work ethic, com-
mendable mindset and overall disci-
pline, he has proven to be a superb
role model among his Wabash peers.

“I think players immediately look
towards the most talented players
as leaders until they get to know ev-
eryone,” said Head Football Coach
Jake Gilbert '98. “That has allowed
him to set a great example for all of
those who are watching.”

“I try to make sure that our broth-
erhood is grounded and genuine and
that we care for each other with
selflessness,” said Sholar. “When-
ever there’s a brother in need, just
drop whatever you are doing and go
and help that person out; nobody’s
problems just disappear.”

Sholar will be working as The
Mind Trust's manager of community
engagement through the Orr Fellow-
ship where he will be building the
foundation for the next generation
of young talented leaders. While
he is working back in Indianapolis
he will visit many art shows to con-
tinue supporting his passion of art
while supporting the youth of his
hometown.

Sholar is a man with a lot of expe-
rience on campus, and his advice to
all of the underclassmen is to partic-
ipate in the brotherhood.

“You have to go out and find your
community on campus,” said Shol-
ar. “You cannot sit in your room and
think the community will come to
you. Find the people that resonate
with you, the people that make you
feel like you belong.”

COURTESY OF PITCHFORK

TOBIN SEIPLE '29
FEATURES EDITOR

Most Wabash men, in fact the bulk
of people in the Midwest, should be
aware and even appreciative by now
of Zach Bryan’s artistry. Bryan em-
bodies a desirable and approachable
story of a rugged country man with a
coarse background and an all-Amer-
ican attitude. His career is just as
inspiring. Zach Bryan was a Navy
sailor serving his country until one
day, he released a TikTok of a tune
he wrote, a song that would later es-
tablish itself as a top country song
of 2020: “Heading South.” Since
his swift rise to fame, Bryan has
released multiple billboard-chart-
ing songs including “I Remember
Everything," “Something in the Or-

'With Heaven On Top' is a questionable release

ange” and “Revival.” Bryan repeat-
edly swims against the currents of
the country music industry. While
country as a genre has, as opposed
to Bryan’s first hit, headed north to-
wards a pop-like category of music,
Zach Bryan has stayed consistent to
country’s roots. He has frequently
featured traditional country instru-
ments, with little over-production
and the nostalgic and earthy feel
that makes country magical. Listen-
ers can hear his songs without fric-
tion; Bryan has a natural ability to
communicate emotions and univer-
sal experiences within his art.
However, in this latest album,
“With Heaven On Top,” a clear prob-
lem emerges: his music is far too
repetitive. Fundamentally, Bryan
sticks with songs in G, C and D ma-
jor scales, which limits the musical
variety within his albums, includ-
ing his latest. Another critique is
the sheer number of songs on this
album. “With Heaven On Top” fea-
tures 25 tracks total for a listening
time of around one hour and twen-
ty minutes. If Bryan fluctuated the
songs through instruments, keys,
chord progressions, tempos and
overall feel this album might be

tolerable. However, instead of se-
lecting the top tracks — the more
unique songs — it seems Bryan was
told to produce as much music as
possible. From a business perspec-
tive this makes sense. More releas-
es means more Zach Bryan songs
in social media users’ algorithms.
In an industry where the majority
of revenue is stream-based, being
intertwined with a soaring number
of algorithms would naturally make
the artist more money. The strategy
seems to be to release many middle-
of-the-way hits rather than focus
on creating chart-toppers. Summed
up, Bryan has chosen quantity over
quality in this latest album.

No matter the overall lack of orig-
inality, there are still a few standout
tracks in “With Heaven On Top.”
“Plastic Cigarette” begins with a
crisp guitar quickly accompanied
by a gorgeous groove. Zach Bryan’s
vocals continue to impress with a
raw and unseasoned tone. Addi-
tionally, the lyrics are well-written
and indicate Bryan’s poetic ability
to tell stories through music. This
song is quintessential Zach Bryan;
his performance, as in other tracks,
is perfectly and deliberately imper-

fect. The overall vibe of this tune is
sweet wistfulness of younger times.
Another song that stands out is
“Appetite.” The song begins with a
brief guitar chord resemblant of the
main guitar notes in “Smells Like
Teen Spirit” by Nirvana. “Appetite”
also has an instrumental section in
the chorus that makes one want to
kick along to the beat of the song.
Bryan sings with slight differentia-
tion than in his usual music, how-
ever. In many of Bryan’s tunes, he
relaxes his vocals. In this song, he
has more passion that screams that
he is trying to implement some sort
of personal life changes. The lyr-
ics are also high-quality. This song
is like some of Bryan’s top hits in
that it has a flawless balance of raw
musical talent and pertinent lyrical
meaning.

In a stark contrast to Zach Bryan’s
usual focus on personal life strug-
gles, “Bad News” features muscu-
lar political commentary. The song
discusses many politically charged
topics with clarity on Bryan’s per-
sonal beliefs. Bryan sings, “And ICE
is gonna come bust down your door/
Try to build a house no one builds no
more/ But I got a telephone/ Kids are

all scared and all alone.” Later on,
he sings “Got some bad news/ The
fading of the red, white, and blue.”
He also stated, “I heard the cops
came, cocky mother*****%s_ ain’t
they?” Whether he is attempting to
criticize the Trump Administration’s
use of Immigration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE), or aiming to grieve
a lack of unity within the nation, is
up to the listener. Agree or disagree,
one can admit that Zach Bryan has
serious guts for making such bold
and controversial political state-
ments within “Bad News.”

All in all, “With Heaven On Top”
is an intriguing album. It is too long
and features mostly similar tracks,
however, there are some notable
songs and political messages spread
within the album. “With Heaven On
Top” may be worth it for listeners
who have previously admired Bry-
an’s work, yet it still falls short of
some of his substantial work.

FINAL VERDICT:
3/5 WALLYS

THE BACHELOR | BACHELOR.WABASH.EDU | 3



FEATURES

Shakespearian

symphony 'Hamnet' is

somewhat one-note

NOAH MINTIE '29
FEATURES EDITOR

Due to the never-ending
cycle of inspiration, one can
observe that every great
story was likely inspired by
yet another story of another
kind. While this phenomena
is novel, movies about the
making of other stories often
aren’t. I feared that would
be the fate of Chloé Zhao's
“Hamnet,” one of this year’s
awards-season darlings which
even earned a nomination for
best picture. Thankfully the
film does a lot right, but it still
fails to truly invest the audi-
ence.

Based on the novel
“Hamnet,” the movie explores
the real-life events that might
have inspired Shakespeare’s
famous “Hamlet.” The film
particularly focuses on Agnes
(portrayed by Jessie Buckley),
a mother of three who strays
from fifteenth-century soci-
ety’s puritanical and Christian
norms. Her husband (played
by Paul Mescal), who works
in London, is both loving and
largely absent. After tragedy
strikes the family, Agnes and
her husband process their
grief differently, and it leads
to a great amount of friction.

What on Earth does any of
this have to do with “Ham-
let?” You may ask yourself
this question a lot during the
first act, but rest assured that
with time the pieces fall into
place. Going into this mov-
ie knowing nothing about it
(hence my rather vague de-
scription) might be the most
enjoyable way to watch it.
The film is good at dropping
little hints and clues all along
the way, until a magnificent
climax that, if anything, hits
you with the themes a bit too
explicitly.

Aside from that, the film
is also nicely shot with at-
tention to color usage. The
cinematography is pleasant
but not overstated, a choice
that works rather well for the
small scope of the story. The
sound design is also amazing.
The use and subsequent re-
moval of background noises
creates a textured and real-
istic world. When said noise
fades out, the dialogue or

'Comedy’

Crossword by Tanner Quackenbush '26

Courtesy of TMDB

even just the sounds of Agnes’
breath feel intimate and raw.

Much less raw is the script.
“Hamnet” has been touted as
one of the year’s most emo-
tionally devastating movies,
and I strongly disagree. Much
like Zhao’s last film, “The
Eternals,” “Hamnet” rushes
through its character develop-
ment a bit too quickly. Despite
the power of Buckley’s perfor-
mance, the script yanks her
character through love and
grief at warp speeds. By the
third act, Agnes is left on the
stage of acceptance for far too
long, like a forgotten pot sim-
mering on a backburner.

Her husband does not fare
any better. His development
is almost entirely offscreen.
The resolution to his arc is
great, subtle and masterfully
conveyed. The problem is that
the setup just was not strong
enough for it to properly land.
By the time the viewer exits
the theater, this character
would lay largely forgotten if
not for a mild spoiler. Still,
this spoiler move is less a
product of great execution
and more of a side-effect of
intrinsic stardom. If you see
the movie, you will know
what I mean.

“Hamnet” is not a bad mov-
ie, but it also fails to leave a
major impact on the viewer.
Thanks to some of the superb
technical elements it is worth
seeing to those interested.
However, I can not shake the
feeling that it is one of those
movies that the casual movie-
goer assumes is great because
of its emotional value, only
to forget about it in a week’s
time.

FINAL VERDICT:
3/5 WALLYS
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Across Down
1. Supernatural film 1. Ajoke or a funny trick
franchise, "Who you in a comedy

gonna call?”

6. Comedy criticizing
societal issues with
wit

7. The quality of being
amusing

9. Asingle segment with
in in a show or film

10. A playful or witty re-
mark in comedy

11. ____ Python's Flying
Circus comedy troupe

12. ____ Brothers, a Will
Ferrell and John C
Reily comedy

14. An outcome contrary
to what's expected

18. Frat house comedy
with Will Ferrell

20. Tina Fey's high school
comedy

21. A performanceina
comedy show

22. C(lassic holiday family
comedy

Scan for answers!

2. Comedy with exagger-
ated physical humor

3. Popular female-led
comedy film

4. Long-running animat
ed family cartoon

5. C(lassic spoof comedy
film

7. ____Gilmore, and
Adam Sandler golf
comedy

8. Blooper compilation of
funny video clips

13. Feel-good comedy se
ries about a football
coach

15. ____ House, a classic

college film

16. Sacha Baron Cohen's
mockumentary char-
acter

17. The ____, originally
British hit comedy se-
ries

19. ___ And Dumber, a
Farrelly Brothers com-
edy

26th Annual Celebration of Student Research,

Scholarship and Creative Work

Wabash College hosted the event on Friday, January 23, to promote the research of Wabash students. Over the course of three hours, students
were able to share their final results on projects ranging from Economics to Black Studies with their fellow Wabash men
and impressed both faculty and alumni alike.
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students. Because this is a school paper, the con-
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appear in this publication.

The Bachelor is printed every Thursday at
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at Wabash College. All advertising published
in the Bachelor is subject to an established rate
card. The Bachelor reserves the right to deny
requests for publication of advertisements.
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and Indiana Collegiate Press Associations (HSPA
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Barriers to discourse
at Wabash

Chayce Howell ’27

Reply to this opinion at
cjhowell27@wabash.edu

he Bachelor, in partnership with

Wabash Democracy and Public
Discourse, launched this column designed
to reflect how the campus is thinking about
life, current events and the broader world.
Each week, a small group of randomly
selected Wabash students comes together
for a facilitated conversation. Participants
are not quoted by name to allow them
space to be authentic when sharing their
thoughts. Rather than offering conclusions
or arguments, the column aims to surface
how students are making sense of complex
issues in real time.

The first of these conversations brought
together five students with the expectation
that they would discuss the recent national
events related to immigration enforcement.
That conversation never fully materialized.
Not because the topic felt unimportant, but
rather because it was too important. No
one in the room felt informed or comfort-
able enough to speak with confidence.

Instead of forcing opinions, the group
moved on. That decision became the con-
versation.

Several participants felt overwhelmed
by the volume of political information and
misinformation circulating online. Social
media, they argued, rewards speed and
certainty rather than careful thinking.
Without the time or energy to verify facts,
it becomes easier to disengage or avoid high
emotion topics altogether. One student
said he did not want to give an opinion on
immigration enforcement without know-
ing enough to do so responsibly. Another
described choosing silence as a form of self-
awareness rather than apathy.

The participants agreed that Wabash
plays a role in this retreat. Classes, jobs,
athletics and social commitments in a myr-
iad of clubs and organizations often crowd
out the mental capacity to pay attention to
national events. One participant described
Wabash as simplifying life, “a place where
the world feels quieter and more manage-
able than it does at home.” That simplifi-
cation can be comforting, but it can also
create distance from broader social issues.

“Wabash is its own world,” one student
said.

That insulation cuts both ways.
Participants noted that Wabash offers
spaces designed for discussion, but that

students do not always take advantage of
them. It can feel easier to avoid difficult
topics than to risk saying the wrong thing.
Several students described code switching,
adjusting what they say or whether they
speak at all based on who is in the room.

The group returned repeatedly to the
college’s mission statement, which com-
mits Wabash College to educating men
who think critically, act responsibly, lead
effectively and live humanely. Most agreed
Wabash succeeds in teaching critical think-
ing. Where they were less certain was
whether students consistently live up to
the rest of that charge.

As a community, participants said,
Wabash provides platforms for leader-
ship and engagement, but those platforms
require individual initiative. Some students
choose to meet the minimum expectations
without fully committing to the ideals the
college promotes. When that happens, par-
ticipants, said, it can weaken a sense
of belonging and strain the brotherhood
Wabash prides itself on.

Misinformation emerged as another
barrier to open conversation. Students
expressed concern about how easily mis-
leading claims spread through social media
catalyzed by artificial intelligence. Without
shared faces, disagreement becomes more
emotionally charged and less productive.
When people only encounter views similar
to their own, opinions can harden and dis-
agreement ca start to feel personal.

Concerns about speaking freely extend
to the classroom. Two students shared
experiences in which they felt hesitant
to express dissenting views because they
believed their instructors held strong posi-
tion counter to their own. Even if grades
were not explicitly threatened, the pre-
scription that disagreement could affect
evaluation was strong enough to silence
them. That raised an uncomfortable ques-
tion. If students write to agree rather than
think, what happens to critical thinking?

As the conversation came to a close, the
group returned to responsibility. Wabash,
they concluded, offers opportunities for
engagement, but it cannot force participa-
tion. Brotherhood and belonging require
attention. Being informed takes effort and
even hearing someone out carries costs in
time and energy.

The participants did not arrive at a shared
position. They did not try to solve a nation-
al crisis. They did pause long enough to
notice the forces shaping how and whether
they should speak at all.

HI-FIVES

FIVE THINGS WORTHY
OF A HI-FIVE THIS WEEK

SLEEPLESS IN SEATTLE

Hi-Five to the Seattle Seahawks for
making it to Super Bowl LX. Maybe
theyll actually run the ball this time...

NEW ENGLAND, OLD ENEMY

Lo-Five to the New England Patriots
for making Super Bow! LX. Tom Brady
or not, these old wounds haven't had

enough time to heal.

BASKETBALL SCHOOL NO
MORE

Lo-Five to Purdue basketball for
losing to unranked Indiana. This has
been a bad week for black and gold
college basketball teams (see page
8 for more).

MAKE BIOPICS GREAT
AGAIN

Lo-Five to Amazon for spending 35
million dollars to promote Melania
Trump’s documentary despite its
expected flop. We can’t wait to see
what features editor Noah Mintie
‘29 has to say in his review!

90210 B.C

Hi-Five to Travis Scott for making

a cameo in the upcoming Odyssey
movie. If he made an appearance

in the original poem, you’d probably
have more freshmen actually read it
during EQ.

Shad’s Supper: Carnitas and

Chicken at the Blue Cactus

Shad Wilson ’27

Reply to this opinion at
sawilson27@wabash.edu

which was the price for the kids option
since I couldn’t eat all of this amazing

food.

Lastly we get into the dessert. The

Senior Associate
Director of
Admissions

elcome back to round two of
Shad’s Supper, bozos. Today I
decided to hit up some Mexican food
to give my life some new flavor. Blue

Cactus is near The Breakfast Co. and
Kroger off of South Washington St., and
they had a selection of options for me to
choose from. I took some recommenda-
tions and ended up getting tacos de car-
nitas with Mexican rice, arroz con pollo,
a pink lemonade and flan as a dessert.
My goal was to get an array of tastes to
see what’s best and give a fair rating.
Let’s get into the review!

First up was the tacos de carnitas. The
meal came with one side which I chose
as Mexican rice. On the tacos it was
slow cooked carnitas, onion, cilantro
and tomatillo sauce in flour tortillas.
The meat was extremely tender and
flavorful, and the sauce gave it a small
kick that put my tastebuds on alert. I'm
normally not a fan of pork in general but
these tacos were scrumptious.They cost
me $14, so for three tacos and a side of
rice it’s not at a bad price point.

Next was my personal favorite, the
arroz con pollo. The chicken was well
seasoned and the queso with Mexican
rice went together very well. I truly
believe I could eat this weekly if I had
the time and money. This one is a great
option for anyone out there who likes to
keep their meals simple and isn’t a huge
fan of spice. It also came with a pink
lemonade which was a great refresher to
finish it off. This dish cost me $10.25

flan had a spongy texture with a sweet
taste where the caramel really popped
out. It wasn’t something that impressed
me. I could see why someone else might
enjoy it, but it wasn’t for me. It cost
$7 — a bit much for an underwhelming
dessert. Also, I forgot to mention, since
I got it delivered it came with a free
side of chips and salsa. The chips were
all cooked to the right level of crunchi-
ness, and the salsa — which was more
on the mild side — had a good taste to
match the rest of the meal. My overall
cost came out to $31.25, which gave
me enough food for two meals — this
is much better than last week’s hard

bargain. In my very unprofessional opin-
ion, Blue Cactus gets a 9.3/10 burbers
(knowers will know). I will definitely be
back there next week to get some more
arroz con pollo.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MAPQUEST
Blue Cactus adds to the array of Hispanic
cuisine in Crawfordsville with its own
tequila bar.

Tyler Wade 12

Reply to this opinion at
wadet@wabash.edu

|

t’s not controversial to say that

Wabash feels different right now.
You hear it everywhere — from stu-
dents, faculty, staff, alumni. Less ener-
gy. Smaller crowds. Traditions that
don’t quite land the way people expect.

That observation isn’t wrong. The
question is what we do with it.

Look, it’s easy to list reasons.
Everyone is busy. The academic load
is real. Not every event is worth your
time. Some weeks campus just feels
scattered. All of that can be true. But
when staying in becomes the path of
least resistance — not because we’re
choosing rest or meaningful time with
friends, but because nothing feels quite
worth the effort — we shouldn’t be
surprised when the place feels quieter.

Wabash’s swagger has never belonged
to one group. It’s never been just stu-
dents, or just faculty, or just staff. It’s
always been a shared project. It gets
built when people across campus decide

You get what you give

this place is worth showing up for, even
when it’s easier not to.

And showing up doesn’t always mean
filling seats at big events. Sometimes
it’s grabbing lunch with someone out-
side your usual circle. Sometimes it’s
stopping by a friend’s recital or game.
Sometimes it’s just being present —
actually present — when you’re with
people, instead of halfway somewhere
else.

That swagger didn’t come from per-
fect programming or flawless tradi-
tions. It came from participation first.
Ownership first. The confidence fol-
lowed.

This isn’t a lecture, and it’s not a
nostalgia piece. It’s an invitation. If
something feels missing, all of us have
a role in addressing it. Culture isn’t
something we inherit or wait for some-
one else to fix. It’s something we build
together, in ordinary ways, over time.

I don’t have all the answers here.
If you’re seeing something different,
or if you think I’'m missing the point
entirely, I"d genuinely like to hear it.
Write a response. Find me on campus.
We can grab coffee and talk through
what’s actually going on.

Wabash doesn’t need to be reinvent-
ed. It needs to be inhabited — fully
and collectively. Swagger follows from
that.

PHOTO COURTESY OF HOWARD HEWITT
Tyler Wade °12 as Sphinx Club president kicks Chapel
Sing off on September 29, 2011.
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The Trans experience at
Wabash

Oscar Jacome
Huesca ’25

Warning: Piece contains offensive
language

magine feeling out of place in what is

supposed to be your community. You
arrive at Wabash expecting to be a broth-
er, but any comfort in your masculin-
ity — if it was ever there — evaporates.
Though surrounded by people, none of
them seem to understand your experi-
ence. It’s a strange and petrifying feeling
that, maybe, you are not a man. These
are experiences of transgender students
at Wabash College, experiences that have
perhaps been buried or revealed to only a
trusted few. Despite the clear dissonance
between gender-nonconforming students
and an all-male institution, trans stu-
dents at Wabash College deserve a place
to be heard and celebrated, just as much
as anyone else. The writers, along with
the unnamed trans alums who graciously
provided their experiences for this piece,
aim to bring the rarely told experiences of
trans students to light.

Transgender identity is a contentious
topic at an institution that prides itself
on representing one sex (male) and one
principle, the Gentleman’s Rule. As a stu-
dent at Wabash College, you are enrolled
under the presumption that you will fit
within a standard of masculinity set by
the trustees and a majority of students.
Merely challenging this standard will have
you deemed an outsider. This is without
mentioning the prevalence of discrimina-
tory rhetoric across campus. Homophobia
and transphobia abound on YikYak, which
is used by a large portion of the student
body, and defacing buildings with varia-
tions of the word “faggot™ has seemingly
become a yearly tradition. The environ-
ment at Wabash is one that is inherently
hostile to gender nonconformity, which
has been made obvious throughout its
history. Even within the small pocket of
openly queer students, there is no guar-
antee that your situation will be met with
genuine understanding. After all, even
gay and bisexual men can display igno-
rance or prejudice towards genderqueer
people.

At a college where everyone is constantly
expected to present as masculine, being
transgender is mentally exhausting and
often terrifying. The thought of present-
ing authentically at Wabash, as a student
or alum, comes with fears of rejection.
Despite this, transgender students have
not only survived but even thrived at
Wabash and beyond. Some of them have
gone on to become highly successful, such
as Silky Nutmeg Ganache and Andrea
James. Many continue to support Wabash
with their time and money even as alum-
ni, despite their negative experiences. We

Christian Tackett '25

Tips and tricks for those
looking abroad

are not the first trans alums of Wabash,
and we certainly will not be the last.

The personal experiences of trans
alumni speak the loudest. One recalls
being met with apathy from ‘shOUT lead-
ership when attempting to establish a
permanently accessible space to store
affirming clothes and makeup supplies.
One found an interest in following trans
issues, including authoring an op-ed for
this paper, preceding their transition.
Another recalls feeling a sense of ela-
tion upon being “mistaken for a girl” by
another student. Yet another few incor-
porated their identities into their works
as a subtle form of visibility. However, all
of us began experimenting with alterna-
tive gender expressions during our time
as students. Some of us wore nail polish,
some wore feminine clothing, and some
began medically transitioning. Some of
us were open and unabashed with our
identities, even beyond our immediate,
trusted circles. Although the degrees of
gender expression varied, our identities
were known to at least some Wabash
community members during our time as
students. Regardless, our identities laid
in a limbo between invisibility and pub-
lic knowledge, leaving our experiences
largely unacknowledged.

With transphobia actively promoted and
normalized in recent American politics,
we believe it necessary more than ever for
Wabash College to solidify its position on
trans issues. The College, to our knowl-
edge, has never had any official policy on
trans students. Trans issues at Wabash
have been continually ignored year after
year as trans people have gained public
visibility and the number of trans stu-
dents increases. We believe the College
should explicitly support transgender stu-
dents and work to improve their quality
of life. Transgender students should be
able to easily change their name and gen-
der markers without excessive burden to
themselves. The administration should
also release a nondiscrimination state-
ment regarding transgender students. To
our knowledge, at least five trans stu-
dents have graduated in the past few
years. Five students who were closeted to
most, open to very few, who nevertheless
established themselves as worthy mem-
bers of the Wabash community. There
are surely many more, perhaps some
attending as students right now. We do
not want to be the glaring issue that the
administration and trustees would prefer
to ignore, but instead wish to be treated
with dignity and recognized just as any
other students or alumni.

Request for opinions

Have an opinion on campus culture or a hot take to
share? Write an opinion piece!

If interested, contact ecbhone26@wabash.edu

‘@Squirrels_of Wabash
outtakes’
by Drake Green °28
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Rodolfo Elizondo-
Alcala 27

Reply to this opinion at
ryelizon27@wabash.edu

don’t want to be the person who says

“studying abroad changed my life” and
then makes it their entire personality,
but studying abroad did change my life.
It affected me in the way I think, plan,
what goals you set and how you perceive
yourself once you explore. Now as an
upperclassman, I feel the need to share
what I learned and wished I had known,
so more students can take advantage of
this opportunity.

Over sixteen weeks, I studied in
London at Queen Mary University. I
experienced British theater firsthand
and traveled across European cities. I
saw Michelangelo’s “David” along The
Dome in Florence, I had Irish coffee
in Dublin, I ate paella and saw Camp
Nou in Barcelona and participated at
Oktoberfest alongside other study sbroad
students in Munich. I built memories
and relationships that will last a life-
time. Studying abroad gave me growth,
independence and a widened perspec-
tive. Once I returned, I think my future
changed. I have new plans for myself
and how to go through my semesters at
Wabash.

Wabash does an excellent job at making
students think critically and change per-
spectives, but studying abroad takes it
to a different level, inviting you to learn
from people, experiences, landmarks and
history. It also gave a more “traditional”
college experience that Wabash couldn’t
give because of how unique this college
is. The big lectures, hundreds of student
organizations, unique courses and social
aspects.

Still, not enough Wabash students
apply. It’s not because students are unin-
terested. It's because studying abroad
can feel overwhelming. And as a first-
generation student it felt intimidating.
For a long time, I believed that it wasn’t
for me. Like many students, I didn’t

know where to start, how much it would
cost, how to plan, where to go, if I was
on the right track or what to expect once
I got there. Fortunately, I was sweet-
talked to start the process and every-
thing else fell into place.

Once abroad, the experience becomes
unforgettable—down to the mundane
everyday moments like going to class
or a local coffee shop or taking the tube
to a museum, comedy show, theatre or
landmark. I have the best memories of
walking through the cities, exploring
and making friends with people all over
the world. I realized how close yet just
how different everything truly is. Over
time, the world starts to feel both bigger
and more accessible than I ever thought.

As a now upperclassman at Wabash, I
feel the necessity to pass my experiences
to younger students and hopefully learn
from them.

So here are a few things I wish I had
known:

1. Choosing a program: Choose a country
that you love and loves you back. Think
about language, culture, food, city size
and how easy it is to travel from there.
London was all I was looking for: a big
city, great location, multiple cultures
and a rich history and literature.

2. Choosing classes: The whole point of
studying abroad is to enrich your college
experience, not prevent it. Communicate
with program advisors and professors to
ensure your classes transfer correctly.

3. Plan trips early: Traveling through
Europe is not as cheap as they make it
look. Prices rise fast. My worst mistake
was taking a trip that I could have saved
hundreds on if I planned with time. Take
three or more weeks to check prices,
hostels and reservations.

4. Managing costs: Ryanair and train
passes are your best friend. Take trains
to shorter locations, stay in hostels. Say
no if you can’t afford going out one day.
Many students tend to spend most of
their money in the first weeks.

5. Collecting memories: Not every mem-
ory should be digital. Collect tickets,
journals, and memories. They often
mean more once you get back to the US.

If you are going to spend your four
years challenging yourself, take a chance
and do it somewhere new. Go abroad and
take the opportunity this college has to
offer.

PHOTO COURTESY OF RODOLFO ELIZONDO-ALCALA "27
Neal Laymon °25 and Rodolfo Elizondo-Alcala °27 meet up at the
Sagrada Familia in Barcelona, Spain.

Poetry from Wallies

And how I’'m leading Bible study,
I was just questioning my whole faith

about leaving no trace

Nathaniel Mary Quinn, and his brush
Snoop Doggy Dogg and his Kush

It’s not public relations
It’s proposition then roots

Nat Turner hung too
Yeah, the spirit sprung loose

done to the Sioux.

Jeremiah Clayton
26

Reply to this poem at
jdclayto26@wabash.edu

‘Prior to’ by Jeremiah
Clayton ’26

sleeping with my old mates, living in my old ways,
pouring up with no chase growing up with strong stone, cold killers with war stories

If I left that mask on I'd up the rate of your heart

But the beauty of it all light came forth out of dark

A melanated presence with the present of a spark
Like before, the great flood, there was Noah & his ark

Before he got around to splitting the red sea, there was Moses and a burning bush

Acquiescing to the truth, led to John Wilkes Booth

mercy on you when you spitting only when you snaggletooth
Governmental incoherence now its disappearing youth

All conspiracies until you see I.C.E. - Code: P.R.0.0.F.

Use Occam’s razor for all overreaching routes
Finally, you’ll find your facts your foundations of the truth
Exercise it with your life it all hangs in a noose

They assassinated Malcolm now Twitter done too
Revolutions of the moon shine in the Sun too, just sacred kundalini for what was

Request for Poems

Have a poem you want to
share with campus?

If interested, contact
ecbone26@wabash.edu
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Track and Field dominates
early season meet

CARTER MCCALL 29
STAFF WRITER

Skill, depth and timely individual
victories propelled the Wabash College
track and field team to a decisive win at
the MoJoe Invitation, hosted by Mount
St. Joseph University.

Powered by six individual wins and
19 top-five finishes, the Little Giants
captured 168 points to beat out Divi-
sion I opponent Northern Kentucky
(153). Wilmington finished third with
104 points followed by Pikeville (61)
and Mount St. Joseph (60).

Wabash dominated every group, col-
lecting points in sprints, distance, re-
lays, jumps and throws. The Little Gi-
ants frequently placed multiple athletes
among the top five.

The distance group set the tone ear-
ly when Haiden Diemer-McKinney 26
captured the mile title in 4:20.31. An-
gel Perez 27 added points with a third-
place finish at 4:37.70, providing Wa-
bash with a strong start.

“The plan [for the race] was to let
someone else lead, go off of them, then
chase on the back end when the real
racing starts,” said Diemer-McKinney.
“Getting into an environment that re-
quires patience and tactics was helpful
for our confidence and a good visualiza-
tion for championship-style races later
in the season.”

The sprinters provided the Little Gi-
ants with a significant share of the
scoring. Brock DeBello ‘29 continued
a dominant start to his rookie season
by winning the 200 meters in a sea-
son-best 23.12 seconds. Owen Smith
27 followed with a fourth place finish
at 23.94 seconds. In the 60 meters, Sly
WIlliams 26 finished second at 7.10
seconds, while Conner Grimes 27 fin-
ished fifth in 7.19 seconds.

Wabash also captured an essential re-
lay victory, finishing first in the 4x200
meters. The group of Carter Leininger

’28, DeBello, Tanner Brooks 27 and
Grimes won with a time of 1:33.38, fur-
ther extending the Little Giant’s mar-
gin of victory.

“The biggest takeaway for me was
that they’re slowly starting to get clos-
er as a team, which is a process,”said
Head Track and Field Coach Clyde Mor-
gan H’11.

William Shearer °29 started his col-
legiate career strong with a runner up
finish in the 400 meters at a time of
51.35 seconds. Sawyer Lewis ’28 add-
ed another top-three finish by placing
third with a season-best time of 52.70
seconds.

The Little Giants dominated the
throwing events through the leadership
of their experienced upperclassmen.
Quinn Sholar ’26 swept the shot put
and weight throw events with throws
of 15.72 meters and 17.35 meters re-
spectively. Evan Furuness ’26 added
a fourth place finish in the shot put at
15.21 meters, while Jakob Van Pelt 28
rounded out the scoring with a fifth-
place finish of 13.86 meters.

In the jumps, Williams added another
1st place finish to his day by claiming
the long jump win with a leap of 6.60
meters. Morgyn Clark '28 contributed
with a third-place finish in the high
jump, clearing 1.85 meters. The pole
vault was another strong event for Wa-
bash, producing three top-four finish-
es. Hugh Ford ’28 led the group with
a second-place finish of 4.25 meters.
Colson Mendenhall '29 recorded a ca-
reer-best vault of 3.65 meters to place
third. Nate Joven 26 finished fourth at
3.80 meters.

With that team performance, Wabash
demonstrated why they are always a
contender. The Little Giants will look
to build on that momentum next Satur-
day when they compete at the Steemer
Showcase, hosted by Wittenberg
University.

PHOTO BY ELIJAH GREENE °25

William Boas °26 competes in the shot put at the Friday Night Spikes Invite hosted
by Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology on January 24, 2025 at the William

Welch Track and Field Complex.

Swim and Dive celebrates
seniors in final home meet

PHOTO BY WILL DUNCAN °27

A member of the Wabash Swimming and Diving team swims in a butterfly event
in a dual meet against Rose-Hulman on October 24, 2025, in the Class of 1950

Natatorium.

TY MURPHY ’27
STAFF WRITER

The Wabash swimming and diving
team is no stranger to competition. In
fact, if this weekend proves anything,
they welcome it. On January 24 the Lit-
tle Giants took on Valparaiso University
and Illinois Wesleyan University in the
Class of 1950 Natatorium.

Inviting a Division I program to a Di-
vision III school is always tough, but
Wabash was not even thinking about
the size of their opponent as they set
their eyes on conference competition.
It was less about the team and more
about the little things.

“I think most of the guys are ready,”
said Head Swimming and Diving Coach
William Bernhardt. “We’re in a differ-
ent training phase right now, where
we’re coming down just a little bit and
shifting our focus of training to more
technique and really focusing on de-
tails.”

With more of a focus on the little
things, the team delivered with strong
performances. Lew Sams ’29 earned a
third-place finish in the 200 individu-
al medley while several others earned
top five finishes. William Renie ’27
finished fifth in the 200 freestyle and
Aidan Gubbins ’29 finished fifth in the
1,650 freestyle.

Ryan West 28 was the sole first place
finisher for the team, winning the 100-
yard breaststroke in a time of 1:54.66.
As the team looks past this meet and
into the conference season, it is these
performances that give them the confi-
dence to compete.

“West was our only athlete that won
an event against Valpo,” said Bern-
hardt. “He’s ready. He’s competing
against Division I athletes, and he’s
beating them, which is a pretty fun
thing.”

Meets like this one help demonstrate
what type of team the Little Giants will
bring to the conference championship.

The NCAC is nothing short of a pow-
erhouse, but that does not affect the
swimming and diving team one bit.

“I’ve been to the conference tour-
nament before, so I'm not as nervous,
which was just a hard point for me to
get to as a freshman,” said West. “It
was very nerve wracking. But this
year, I’ve been there before, and as long
as doing everything right, I know I’ll be
fine.”

The team handily beat Illinois Wes-
leyan University with a score of 171-37;
however, they came up short against
Valparaiso in a 70-164 loss to the Dea-
cons.

It was more than just the races that
made the home meet such a special one.
Before competing, the swimming and
diving team got the opportunity to cel-
ebrate their five seniors on the team.
Before the first event, Josh Allen ’26,
Morgan Govekar 26, Carson Hiester
’26, Dane Market 26 and Aidan Mason
’26 were recognized for their four years
on the team. Each served as leaders for
multiple groups of underclassmen and
helped shape the team.

“Anytime you get a group that has
been with you and made it through four
years, it’s an accomplishment,” said
Bernhardt.

The Little Giants will travel to Indi-
ana University Indianapolis to race in
a dual meet with the Jaguars. And the
planis crystal clear. As conference gets
ever closer, the team will focus on the
little details and perfecting their
techniques.

“We are going with the game plan,
the race plans that we’ve had,” said
Bernhardt. “So that’s going to be the
expectation going there. Just letting
our body take over and not trying to
overthink things, or trying to change
too much, because at this point in the
season, it’s not about what we can
change. It’s what we can perfect.”

Volleyball heats up as the new season approaches

NATE JOVEN 26
STAFF WRITER

Amidst a frosty spring semester, the
volleyball team looks to make a hot return
to the court. The Little Giants ended the
2025 season with a final record of 16 wins
and 10 losses, marking the team’s best
season to date. The team has been hard at
work since their last match in April 2025,
using the offseason to recover and gear up
for the season ahead.

The core of last season’s roster will re-
turn, allowing the team to build upon last
season’s success. However, veteran lead-
ership has since graduated. But with this
vacant space comes the opportunity for
younger players to take initiative.

“Trezdin Hair °27 and Christopher
Board 27 have stepped up to lead our
team after being voted captains by their
teammates,” said Head Volleyball Coach
Ashaun Baker. “Both are great young men
with a good head on their shoulders. Their
personalities and drive to serve their team
through acts of selflessness and support
will be the reason why our program will
always remember their tenure.”

Board, who was named to the Midwest
Collegiate Volleyball League’s (MCVL)
All-Academic Team for the 2024-2025
season, is unafraid to step into roles be-
side his primary position as libero. If the
team needs someone to fill in as setter,
Board is more than capable of meeting
that need.

“My goal for the season is to help the
team be successful,” said Board. “What-
ever role I have to fill to make sure every-
one can get better is what I will do.”

Hair, a defensive specialist for the Lit-
tle Giants, seeks to guide the team to its
first playoff berth.

“My goals for this season is to mentor
the freshman and be an asset to the team

PHOTO BY ELIJAH GREENE’25

Zev Wolverton ’27 returns a ball in a double header against Indiana Univeristy
East and Goshen on Janaury 25, 2025 at Chadwick Court.

in whatever way that I can,” said Hair.
“The road to the conference tournament
looks extremely feasible. To be the first
team in program history to make it there
is our ultimate goal for this season.”

The freshmen on the team include
skilled hitters with high level experience,
but also fun and energetic personalities.
Their enthusiasm and skill blend well
with the existing roster and will surely
aid the team’s success this season.

“The freshmen have lots of raw talent,”
said Hair. “Now it’s about honing their
skills and helping them grow into their
roles. I think many of them will play a
larger role in the success of this season
than they think and I look forward to
helping them grow.”

While Board and Hair lead from the
backrow, skilled freshmen may see the
chance to fill a starting position up front.
Coach Baker is confident that the team’s
offseason preparation has readied the
new Little Giants to immediately step into
major roles.

“With a vacant position and roles shift-
ing, opportunities for our freshmen to
showcase their abilities in competition
have come quicker than expected,” said
Coach Baker. “It has been a joy to watch
our freshmen grow and apply pressure to
our vets.”

The team once again aims to reach the
MCVL postseason tournament. To reach
this objective, the Little Giants are fo-
cusing on consistency both on and off the

court. Wabash began the 2024-2025 sea-
son strongly, opening with 10 consecutive
wins, but injuries led to inconsistency
when games mattered most.

“Coming up short the last couple of
years due to injury at the wrong time has
me hoping for a healthy season,” said
Coach Baker. “Outside of the scoreboard,
my goals are for our athletes to have a
great time enjoying the sport we all love
and for more student fans to come out and
support this hard-working group.”

Wabash spent more time in the weight
room with Director of Strength and Condi-
tioning David Williams over the offseason
to build strength and ensure a healthy,
competitive season. Other personnel ad-
justment includes the addition of Melis-
sa Antrim, the new Assistant Volleyball
Coach. Prior to arriving at Wabash, Coach
Antrim led Westfield High School’s varsi-
ty volleyball program. With her coaching
expertise, the Little Giants hope to make
last season’s success the new standard as
they propel into the new season.

The team’s motto this season is “All
Team All Time.” Embodying this phrase,
captains Board and Hair seek to improve
the team’s chemistry off the court. They
hope to make that connection shine in
their matches and stabilize the Little Gi-
ants when challenging tough opponents.

The Little Giants open their season on
Saturday, January 31 at 11 a.m. on Chad-
wick Court. With fewer home games than
in seasons past, opportunities to support
Wabash’s volleyball squad are limited.
With the support of the Chadwick Crazies,
the program boasted a record of nine wins
and two losses when playing on Chadwick
Court last season. The Little Giants play
with speed and intensity, and students
are sure to enjoy watching matches in the
upcoming season.
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Basketball bounces

back in Greencastle

CARTER MCCALL 29
STAFF WRITER

Turnovers and a strong second-half
run proved too much for the Little Gi-
ants as they fell 86-74 to John Carroll
University in a crucial North Coast Ath-
letic Conference matchup Saturday af-
ternoon.

The opening half was tightly contest-
ed, featuring 11 lead changes and four
ties. Wabash took the early lead off of
strong points by Rich Brooks 26 and
Luke Ellspermann ’29. John Carroll an-
swered with a mix of interior scoring
and quick transition baskets. Midway
through the half, Wabash went on an
8-0 run to regain momentum and take
a 19-16 lead. John Carroll responded
immediately, hitting two threes to take
back the lead. The Blue Streaks closed
the half strong behind the leadership
of all-american Luke Chicone to extend
John Carroll to a 49-42 lead.

Any hopes of a Little Giants come-
back were squashed early in the second

corded a career-best 16 rebounds to add
on to his eight points.

On Wednesday, January 28, the Little
Giants took the trip down south to face
off against the DePauw University Ti-
gers.

The opening half unfolded as a tight-
ly contested defensive battle. The Lit-
tle Giants were able to control the pace
and held the lead for nearly the entire
half, forcing tough shots and limiting
second-chance opportunities by domi-
nating rebounds. Despite maintaining
the advantage, Wabash was unable to
create meaningful separation on the
scoreboard. The Tigers consistently an-
swered the Little Giants baskets, pre-
venting any sustained runs. The teams
headed into half-time with Wabash at a
30-29 advantage.

DePauw jumped out early on the Lit-
tle Giants in the second half, and the
back and forth continued from there
with each team exchanging blows. It
was Wabash who started pulling away,

half when the Blue Streaks opened with
an 11-2 run to push the score to 57-
44. Wabash trimmed the deficit to 11
on multiple occasions but could never

Luke Ellspermann °29 (left), Josh Whack °26 (middle), and Rich Brooks °26 (right)
discuss game plan during free throws against DePauw on January 28, 2026 at
Raymond Neal Fieldhouse in Greencastle, Indiana.

but DePauw never let them out of their
sights. A couple of late fouls by the Ti-
gers proved detrimental as the visiting
Wabash Little Giants were able to seal

PHOTO BY WILL DUNCAN °27

break into the single digits.

“I need to keep finding that
balance where I can lead our
young guys and still have the
focus and confidence to step

up and make the next play

- Rich Brooks '26

Brooks continued his strong senior
season by leading the Little Giants with
18 points on 7 of 10 shooting. He has
shown himself as a strong leader on a
team with many talented younger play-
ers.

“I need to keep finding that balance
where I can lead our young guys and
still have the focus and confidence to
step up and make the next play,” said
Brooks.

Keegan Manowitz 27 added a ca-

the deal with a final score of 74-72.

Schippert was a force to be reckoned
with tonight, controlling the paint with
10 rebounds and 19 points, including
two scores from beyond the arc. Brooks
added on another 19 points, also con-
tributing an assist and a rebound. Ell-
sperman rounded out the double digit
scorers for the Little Giants finishing
with 18 points, four assists and sev-
en rebounds. Ellsperman continues to
show why he is starting as a freshman
and how he will be a catalyst for this
Wabash team for years to come.

“Luke Ellsperman has played incred-
ibly well,” said Head Basketball Coach
Kyle Brumett. “We knew that he was
going to be an incredibly talented of-
fensive player and he’s been able to
come in and prove that to be true.”

reer-high 15 points, while Ellspermann
contributed 14. Gavin Schippert ’26 re-

PHOTO BY WILL DUNCAN °27

Luke Ellspermann °29 drives for a layup against DePauw on January 28, 2026 at

Raymond Neal Fieldhouse in Greencastle, Indiana.

The Bledsoe ’26 breakdown — NCAC basketball power rankings

SEAN BLEDSOE 26
SPORTS EDITOR

What did I say last week? The NCAC is wide open. That could not be more true after
what happened this past week. Five teams could legitimately win the conference regular
season. Let’s check in and see what has happened with each team.

#1 - John Carroll Blue Streaks
Overall Record: (15-4)
NCAC Record: (7-3)

It really pains me to do this because of how much I disliked JCU on Saturday. Luke
Chicone and Sam Collins somehow didn’t get technical fouls for swearing at Coach Bru-
mett and the Wabash Bench consistently throughout the first half, but when Rich Brooks
’26 says one thing, he gets called for a tech? Bullcrap. I don’t like the Blue Streaks, so
I should stop typing before I say something I shouldn’t. We’ll see them in late February.

#2 - Wabash Little Giants
Overall Record: (13-6)
NCAC Record: (7-3)

It was a gut-wrenching loss on Saturday for the Little Giants, but they responded well
on Wednesday night as they beat the everloving crap out of the Dannies. Gavin Schippert
’26, Rich Brooks °26 and Luke Ellspermann °29 could not be stopped as they combined for
56 points. This Little Giant train is moving, and these guys have their eyes set on hosting
the conference championship!

#3 - Denison Big Red
Overall Record: (12-6)
NCAC Record: (7-2)

The Big Red had an easy weekend since they didn’t have to play a game on Saturday.
They also made easy work of Oberlin on Wednesday night, beating the Yeomen by 13
points. I did find out Trevor Reed is out for the season, so that makes every team’s life a
lot easier. It also makes the referees’ jobs easier because they won’t have to call nearly
as many flop warnings.

#4 - DePauw Tigers
Overall Record: (12-7)
NCAC Record: (5-5)

The Dannies took care of business against Kenyon on Saturday, but it sucks to suck
doesn’t it? DePauw students even packed the stands for the first time in four years and
had a bigger crowd than Wabash and still lost. The creatures from down south have lost
four out of their last five now, and of course, I hope they keep spiraling downward.
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#5 - Wittenberg Tigers
Overall Record: (13-5)
NCAC Record: (6-3)

The Tigers, like the Big Red, had a more relaxing week as they only played one game.
That one game, however, was a little too close for comfort. They barely beat OWU by
three points. Yes, OWU. Not to mention, they only scored 63 points against the worst
defense in the conference. I'm keeping my eyes on these Tigers.

#6 - Kenyon Owls
Overall Record: (10-9)
NCAC Record: (4-6)

It was a rough showing for the Owls on Saturday against DePauw, losing by 19 points
on their home floor. Kenyon’s basketball team is about as up and down as a roller coaster
ride. Not sure if Owls are capable of screaming, but they had to make some sounds when
the Tigers mauled them. They rebounded on Wednesday against OWU, but the Bishops
don’t know how to play defense.

#7 - Wooster Fighting Scots
Overall Record: (6-13)
NCAC Record: (3-7)

I think the Fighting Scots read my article last week because they took their flannel-pat-
terned belts off to beat the living daylights out of the Yeomen on Saturday. I probably
shouldn’t add any more fuel to the fire. Ireally wish they would’ve beaten John Carroll on
Wednesday, though. But no...the Scots are like the disappointing middle child, always
failing in my eyes.

#8 - Ohio Wesleyan Battling Bishops
Overall Record: (6-13)
NCAC Record: (3-7)

I really wished the Battling Bishops would have beaten Wittenberg on Saturday, but
again, like I said last week, OWU doesn’t have any talent on their roster. Just four more
points. It can’t be that hard against Wittenberg of all teams. I would say something
about OWU’s defense, but it’s non-existent so there’s no point.

#9 - Oberlin Yeomen
Overall Record: (9-10)
NCAC Record: (2-8)

The Yeomen have lost their last three games, and one of those losses came to Wooster.
If a team can’t beat Wooster, then they deserve to be at the bottom of the conference, and
that’s exactly where Oberlin finds themselves. Enough said.



