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ETHAN WALLACE ’25
SPORTS EDITOR

The 130th Monon Bell Classic
has arrived. The familiar contest
needs little introduction.

From all the hopes riding on this
game to the intricate traditions
and unlimited possibilities that
could unfold on the field, every-
thing this rivalry means will be
brought together on November
16 with one simple message:
“Just win the Bell.”

Following the double-overtime
shootout of the 2023 contest will
be a tall order, but like every sea-
son, this iteration of the Monon
Bell Classic carries its own unique
story.

Once again fans will gather to
watch a winner-take-all battle.
For the third-straight season, the
Bell Game will carry the added
weight of the North Coast Athletic
Conference (NCAC) champion-
ship. This year marks the first
time since DePauw joined the con-
ference in 2011 that the ninth-
ranked Tigers (9-0, 7-0 NCAC)
and Little Giants (8-1, 7-0 NCAC)
will enter the Bell Game undefeat-
ed in conference play.

Adding to the atmosphere of the
contest is the fact that this will be
the last Bell Game under the lead-
ership of Head Football Coach Don
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Morel.
For his
final season
wearing the
headset, Morel
has been laser
focused on bringing
home the trophy that
in many ways defines
an entire year.
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“This is my last season,” said
Morel. “But if there ever was a
year where a Wabash team went
0-9 and won the bell game. That
would be a successful season.”

But while it’s all too easy to get
wrapped up in the mythos of the
game, winning takes composure.
“I'm approaching it

just like the first one I
had in 2012,” said

Deep dive: Why do fans at the Monon
Bell Classic have separate entrances?

ELIJAH WETZEL 27
STAFF WRITER

Sometimes we hate to admit
it, but Wabash and DePauw share
many qualities. Wabash and
DePauw are both small, private
liberal arts institutions. Both pro-
duce leading Indiana profession-
als and many families have sons,
daughters, mothers and sons who
attended DePauw and Wabash.
The School Down South is only
29 miles away, and there is a fair
amount of interaction between
the schools’ students, both while
courses are in session and back in
hometowns over summer break.

Yet, on Monon Bell game days,
loyalists of these respective insti-
tutions are largely separated by
bike-rack fencing, distinct bleach-
ers and security personnel. Such
strict segregation of fans is unusu-
al in American sports, especially
at the Division III level. The Bell
Game has many idiosyncrasies,
but how did the separation of fans
become one of them?

It wasn’t always so divided. In
previous decades, security was
kept to a minimum and fans inter-
mingled inside and outside of the
stadium. Wabash’s rivalry with
DePauw never lacked for intensity
though, and Wabash students still
had their fun, often fueling their
mirth by stealing the tail off of
DePauw’s tiger mascot and stag-
ing other humorous pranks.

“A lot of things come
together to make it an
intense and great rival-
ry. But I think what
has changed is the
behavior of fans.”

- Wabash President’s Chief
of Staff Jim Amidon ’87

“In the 70s and 80s, DePauw
had a marching band, and they
wore their marching band uni-
forms like marching bands did in

those days,” said Jon Pactor ’71.
“We didn’t have a marching band,
so a bunch of students got kazoos
and they marched the other way,
going through the ranks and the
files of the DePauw band as they
played.”

On top of the wry pranks, yes-
teryear’s Bell games were often
happy reunions for old friends,
business partners and colleagues
from Wabash and DePauw who did
not normally get many chances to
see each other. It was also a day
to make new connections, rooted
in mutual passion for one’s school
and the rivalry with the other.

“Sometimes we saw the DePauw
friend we hadn’t seen for the year
because they’d show up at the Bell
Game and that’s the only time,
or we’d make new friends,” said
Pactor '71. “You’d look for people
you knew were from the other
school.”

| Continued page 5 |
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Wabash fans cheer from the Wabash section during the 129th Monon Bell Classic on November 11,
2023, in Little Giant Stadium.
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Morel. “You can’t go crazy, light
your hair on fire because it’s Bell
Week, that won’t work. So, I
approach every game the same.”
On the other side of the coach-
ing transition is Associate Head
Football Coach and Defensive
Coordinator Jake Gilbert °98,
returning to the rivalry. After
13 seasons as the head coach
at Westfield High School, Gilbert
was tapped to fill the void left at
the defensive coordinator posi-
tion. He will assume the role
of head football coach

after Morel

retires.

Safety a
concern for
Bell Game

JAKE WEBER ’25
STAFF WRITER

With the 130th Monon Bell
Classic set to occur this weekend,
the thousands of fans from each
institution who gather to cheer on
their team can rest assured that
the contest will be a safe and
secure event. Planning for this
year’s Bell Game began months ago
with a meeting between Wabash
and DePauw administrators on
September 24. Members of both
administrations discussed potential
problems that could occur at the
game, and walked away content
with the combined safety plan for
this year’s contest.

Saturday marks the second
Monon Bell game for Director of
Safety and Security Buck Waddell,
and he has full faith in the Wabash
student body to represent the Little
Giants well.

“The thing that I am most happy
about is honestly our students,”
said Waddell. “They have fun, but
they’re not menaces. Wabash guys
are ready. They understand our
expectations. They understand if
you cause trouble, you’re going to
leave and our guys don’t want to
leave.”

However, Waddell did not share
the same confidence in the student
body from DePauw, citing multiple
incidents from recent Bell Games
that have caused him concern.

“I have no love for their student
body,” said Waddell. “My first Bell
Game, we had snowballs and other
stuff flying out of the stands on
the field. Absolutely unprofessional
interfering with the game like that.
There probably would have been an
empty stand if it was me running
the show. Absolute disrespect for
the game and the tradition. It’s
horrible.”

DePauw University has chosen to
use a third-party contractor to pro-
vide primary security for this year’s
Bell game rather than local law-en-
forcement officers like Wabash pre-
fers to use.

Continued page 6 |

Gilbert brings the other half to
delicate coaching balance - the
passion that makes the Bell Game
what it is.

“I just feel a sense of responsi-
bility,” said Gilbert. “I know how
important this game is to so many
people. I desperately want a win
for Coach Morel. I desperately
want to win for these players.
And I feel like by the school hiring
me back, I have been entrusted
to guide our future. And the most
important part of that future is
probably how we do in this rival-
ry. That being the case, I think I
understand the magnitude of my
job.”

Continued page 2
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Theft and
vandalism: A
new norm?

JAMES WALLACE 26
NEWS EDITOR

In what seems to be a new year-
ly tradition, Wabash men trav-
eled to Greencastle, Indiana, in
an effort to prank the Dannies
in the week leading up to the
Monon Bell Classic. In the late
evening of November 12, the stu-
dents arrived at DePauw’s cam-
pus, bringing with them scarlet
and white paint. The Wabash
men then poured the paint on
DePauw’s tiger statue near their
athletic facilities, mirroring an
event that occurred last year, in
which Wabash students threw
eggs and poured flour on the stat-
ue, finally adorning it with a scar-
let candle.

“The best way that we

can stick it to DePauw

is to win back the Bell.

We cheer for our team,

and we know that win
or lose, we love

our guys.”

- Dean of Students
Gregory Redding °88

However, at a campus like
DePauw’s — which is quite differ-
ent from Wabash when it comes
to security measures — the stu-
dents didn’t take into account
the Dannies response time to
acts of vandalism. The students’
actions were caught on camera,
and Greencastle PD was quickly
notified of the incident. As the
Wabash men began to start their
journey back to Crawfordsville,
their vehicle was pulled over
and Greencastle police officers
detained the individuals. The offi-
cers took the students’ informa-
tion, but did not put them into
custody, instead letting them
return to Wabash’s campus.

| Continued page 10
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Despite the imminent coach-
ing change and elevated pressure
of the conference title, the Bell
Game ultimately remains most-
ly the same. Neither team real-
ly needs the extra motivation.
While a win would secure a trip
to the Division III playoffs, it just
doesn’t matter compared to the
rivalry matchup.

“The honest truth is, regard-
less of what happens next week,
we just want to beat this team,”
said Gilbert.

In many ways the game plan is
simple: score touchdowns while
keeping them out of the endzone.

The contest between the
Wabash defense and DePauw’s
offense may be the defining
feature of the game. The Little
Giants have the second-ranked
defense in the conference -
behind DePauw - but lead the
NCAC in forced turnovers and
sacks. Late in October, the Little
Giants achieved their first season
with three shutouts since 2015.
Everything about Wabash’s
defense is geared towards
game-shaking plays.

But they will have their work
cut out for them.

The Tigers are 10th in the
nation for total yards, while

On to Greencastle

averaging 54 points per game.

The offensive engine of the
School Down Southisled by senior
quarterback Nathan McCahill,
who is ranked 20th-nationally in
passing yards per game.

Holding DePauw below their
average for four quarters will be
vital to bringing the Bell back to
Crawfordsville.

“Some teams have done a good
job defending them in the first
quarter,” said Gilbert. “But then
it’s like an avalanche, and they
just start scoring. So we’re going
to have to get off to a great
start but then also stay vigilant,
because they can score in bunch-
es and they can score in one play
drives. We need to make sure
that we don’t give them that.”

On the other side of the ball,
Wabash’s offense — ranked sec-
ond in the NCAC - will be tasked
with clearing the defense that
leads Division III for fewest yards
surrendered at 177.6. After nine
games the Black & Gold allow only
10.3 points per game. Adding to
their merit, the DePauw defen-
sive line has allowed less than a
single yard per rushing attempt
and only 26.4 per game.

It is very possible that the
Little Giants will be marching
into Blackstock Stadium to face
the greatest team DePauw has
ever assembled.
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Associate Head Football Coach & Defensive Coordinator Jake Gilbert
’98 talks to his players during the Homecoming Week football game
against Ohio Wesleyan University on September 14, 2024 at Little

Giant Stadium.

Inaugural

SAM BENEDICT ’25
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

“When we play DePauw, we
separate families and we sep-
arate friends. We never show
our best selves and neither does
DePauw... Each year, one of the
teams wins a football game, but
I fear that each year both insti-
tutions are losing because we are
missing out on an opportunity to
showcase two exceptional insti-
tutions of higher education.”

Wabash College President
Scott Feller's statement echoed
through the Chapel on the morn-
ing of April 4, 2024 during his
Chapel Talk titled, “Rivals.” In
this address, Feller asked the
Wabash community to reflect on
the current state of Wabash’s
rivalry with DePauw, imploring
the audience to recognize the
difference between rivals and
enemies. The talk was one step
in a movement towards eliminat-
ing the hostility that has plagued
the Monon Bell Classic in years
past.

On November 13, just three
days away from the 130th Monon
Bell Classic, administrators,
alumni and students gathered at
the Westin Hotel in Indianapolis,
Indiana to translate words into

action.
The inaugural Monon Bell
Luncheon, hosted by Feller,

DePauw University President
Lori White, Clay Robbins 79 and
Jennette Hill, honored the sto-
ried history of the rivalry while
asking the audience to remember
the friendship shared between
the two schools.
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Head Football Coach Don Morel talks to the football team following their victory over St. Norbert College
on September 7, 2024 at Little Giant Stadium.

But the Little Giants will bring
an offense eager to make its
mark on the historic rivalry. At
quarterback, Brand Campbell
’27, who assumed the role after
the injury of Blake White ’25,
will have to continue his string of
excellent performances.

Campbell leads the NCAC in
completion percentage at 71.9
percent, while having thrown
only a single interception in
seven starts. With a last-min-
ute drive to clinch a win over
Wittenberg in their last game,
Campbell proved he could be a
clutch-time quarterback.

Campbell will have the support
of a veteran offensive line who
were named to the national team
of the week earlier in the season,
when they helped propel Wabash
to a 55-19 victory over Wooster
on October 5.

On the ground, Wabash has
been a dominant force, averaging
181.8 rushing yards per game.

The conference-leading carrier,
Xavier Tyler '26, will be handed
the main responsibility of break-
ing through on foot.

“The honest truth is,
regardless of what
happens next week,
we just want to beat
this team.”

- Associate Head Football
Coach and Defensive
Coordinator Jake Gilbert ‘98

Making consistent gains on the
ground will be vital to Wabash’s
success. Despite their impressive
stats, the DePauw defense will
have to prove that it really can
stop the best running back in the
NCAC.

“Every year I hear about how
good their run defense is, and

every year we run the ball in the
Bell Game,” said Morel.

On the most important
Saturday of the year, Wabash
will make the 30-minute trip to
face their archrivals DePauw.
In a notoriously hard to predict
game that will decide who gets
the Bell and the NCAC title, fans
can look forward to the wild
momentum swings and usual
antics that make the Monon Bell
Classic what it is.

“Something crazy is going to
happen, we just have to weather
the storm,” said Morel. “The Bell
Game is weird, because just as
often as not, the favorite team
loses.”

Monon Bell Luncheon aims to unite rivals

CELEBRATING
OUR CHERISHED
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Alumni of both Wabash College and DePauw University gathered for the first inaugural Monon Bell
Luncheon on November 13, 2024, in Indianapolis, Indiana.

entrances, intense altercations
and annual turmoil have come
to define the game in previous
years. However, efforts have
been made by both institutions
to create a respectful atmosphere
without eliminating the intensity
and significance of the rivalry.

“I think it’s been really valu-
able for us to bring Wabash
and DePauw people together to
share their love of their institu-
tions and their respect for each
other,” said Feller. “This is what
makes a great rivalry. It takes

“When we play DePauw, we separate families
and we separate friends. We never show our best
selves and neither does DePauw...I fear that each

year both institutions are losing because we are
missing out on an opportunity to showcase two
exceptional institutions of higher education.”

- Wabash College President Scott Feller

The event began as part of
the continued effort to create
a positive environment around
the Monon Bell rivalry. Separate

both love of the home team and
respect for the visitor so I hope
it’s the beginning of reinvigora-
tion of the best rivalry in college
football.”
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Over 100 participants attended
the luncheon, listening to alumni
from each school discuss what
the Bell means to them as well as
what it could be. Aman Brar ‘99
spoke first, reminding the audi-
ence that the rivalry should bring
out the best in everyone, but has
recently brought out the worst.

“A rivalry like the Monon Bell
pushes us to be our very best,”
said Brar during his speech. “Not
our belligerent best, but our very
best. Not our drunk best, but our
very best. Not our violent best,
but our very best. Not our xeno-
phobic best, but our very best.
Not our homophobic best, but our
very best. Not our racist best,
but our very best. Not our sexist
best, but our very best. Not our
Republican, Democrat or divided
best, but our very best.”

Following the speech from Brar
was DePauw alumnus Matthew
Hunt. Hunt graduated from
DePauw in 2017 and is known
as the quarterback that ended
an eight-game losing streak
for the Dannies in 2016. In his
address, Hunt reminisced on his
on-the-field moments, but talk-

ed at length about the shared
experience that the Bell provides
to generations of students from
both schools.

A unique aspect of the event
included each school honoring
an alumnus of the other school.

DePauw University honored
Robbins with the inaugural award
and Wabash College selected Hill
as the recipient. The “Raymond
‘Gaumey’ Neal Award” honors
Class of 1920 Wabash alumnus
Raymond Neal. Neal was a two-
sport athlete at Wabash and later
went on to be the head foot-
ball coach for DePauw where he
would experience success includ-
ing coaching the last college
team to go undefeated, untied
and unscored upon.

In a final address to the audi-
ence, Feller emphasized the
importance of respectful rhetoric
used to discuss the rivalry and
called on the better angels of
both schools to ensure that the
tradition continues in a positive
light. He led the way with a kind
remark for his counterpart at
DePauw.

“Icallon everyone here today to
marshal the good feelings we’re
sharing right now to help us plot
a new path forward for our rival-
ry that’s grounded in admiration
and respect, and when the game
is over, we look forward to shak-
ing hands and acknowledging we
are in fact part of something spe-
cial, acknowledging that we are,
in fact, friends,” said Feller.

COURTESY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MARKETING
Clay Robbins °79 (left) and Sam Benedict °25 (right) talk during
the inaugural Monon Bell Luncheon on November 13, 2024, in
Indianapolis, Indiana.
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The purpose of The Bachelor is to serve the
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ni, community members and most importantly,
the students. Because this is a school paper,
the content and character within will cater to
the student body’s interests, ideas, and issues.
Further, this publication will serve as a medium
and forum for student opinions and ideas.

Although an individual newspaper, the Board
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Bachelor and BOP receive funding from the
Wabash College Student Senate, which derives
its funds from the Wabash College student body.
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publication for the purposes of reprinting and/
or redistribution. Profanity may appear in the
publication, but only in cases of direct quote
or if profanity is necessary to the content of
the story. Please do not confuse profanity with
obscenity. No article or picture of an obscene
nature will appear in this publication.

The Bachelor is printed every Thursday at
the Purdue Exponent in West Lafayette. It is
delivered freely to all students, faculty, and staff
at Wabash College. All advertising published
in the Bachelor is subject to an established rate
card. The Bachelor reserves the right to deny
requests for publication of advertisements.
Student organizations of Wabash College may
purchase advertisements at half the listed rate.

The Bachelor is a member of the Hoosier State
and Indiana Collegiate Press Associations
(HSPA and ICPA).

My first Monon Bell Game

D.J. Finch Jr. 03

] Reply to this opinion at
dennisjfinch@gmail.com

One day after work, in the summer of 1997,
in between my sophomore and junior years in
high school, my grandfather asked me a question
that forever changed the trajectory of my life. I
lived and worked with my grandfather during the
summer in the town of Ladoga, which was about
15 minutes from Crawfordsville. I had been to
Crawfordsville countless times growing up and
yet, the question he asked me was puzzling.

He asked, “Have you considered Wabash as
a place to go to college”? The reason this ques-
tion was so puzzling was that in all the times I
had been to Crawfordsville, I never knew where
Wabash College was located. A couple of days
later, he drove me to and through campus and I
discovered that the campus was nestled just off
the main road that ran through Crawfordsville.

In the following year, I had visited Wabash,
taken the campus tour, met with Coach Johnson
(Robert H), sat in on a couple classes and talked
with admissions. Fast forward to the summer of
1998, heading into my senior year and again, I
was living and working with my grandfather. One
afternoon, he asked how my college search was
going and where Wabash was ranking. I don’t
recall the exact answer I gave, but his response
was “Well, if you are not doing anything tonight,
I'd like to take you into Crawfordsville to meet
someone.”

Unbeknownst to me, we were going to meet
an alumnus of Wabash College who lived just a
couple blocks from campus. We arrived at what
I remember to be a big house on the corner of E
Chestnut & S Green Streets and after introduc-
tions, I was peppered with questions about my
qualifications, interests, aspirations, and goals.
About two hours later, the interrogation ended,
and my grandfather and I said our goodbyes and
headed home. My head was spinning for some
time and to this day, I still don’t recall the alum-
nus’ name, but my grandfather and I talked about
Wabash for the rest of the summer.

A couple months later, in the fall of 1998,
at Cascade High School, I was called down to
the guidance counselor’s office, where Mike
Reidy from admissions was standing. He shook
my hand, and we started talking about Wabash
College and whether I saw myself coming to
Crawfordsville the next year. After talking about
GPA, my class rank, my tests scores, my aspira-
tions and goals, he asked if I had ever heard of
the Monon Bell and the rivalry football game that
is played each November between Wabash and
DePauw.

I had briefly heard about it during my prior vis-
its to Wabash, and I told Mike that DePauw was
the only other school I was considering, because it

Undefeated
DePauw seeks
22 repeat, third
straight Bell victory
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ETHAN WEBSTER 25
THE DEPAUW DAILY WRITER

For the 130th time, DePauw and Wabash

will face off on Saturday, Nov. 16, for the

Monon Bell trophy, the NCAC crown, and the
usual bragging rights. It is without a doubt the
biggest and most exciting day on the sporting
calendar for these two schools and fanbases.
This year’s game promises to be as thrilling
and intriguing an encounter as ever, with both
sides coming into the contest unbeaten in con-
ference play.

DePauw enters the game enjoying what is
surely the most impressive season in program
history. The Tigers are at 9-0 and have bea-
ten every team they’ve faced by at least three
scores, amassing a remarkable overall point
differential of +393. Their impressive resume
has been well recognized, with the Tigers now
ranked ninth at D3Football.com.

DePauw’s success this season has been fo-
unded on outstanding performances and le-
adership from across their stellar senior cla-
ss. Players from the Class of 2025 have been
instrumental in bringing about a complete
transformation in the program, taking them
to three NCAC titles, three NCAA tournament
appearances, two Monon Bell victories, and
now the program’s highest national ranking. A
win at home against Wabash over the weekend
would cap off an incredible four years of work
in the conference. That victory would also se-
cure the Tigers a spot in the national tourna-
ment, likely with a first round bye.

The key for Wabash’s defensive unit will be
finding a way to slow down quarterback Nate
McCahill 25 and the incredibly efficient De-
Pauw offense, something no one has really fo-
und a way to do yet. McCahill has a quite remar-
kable TD:INT ratio of 39-2 on the season, and
with Robby Ballentine 26 and Gabe Quigley
24, has two extremely well established targets
who pose a strong and constant deep threat.
It’s difficult to diagnose a particular weakness
in DePauw’s offense, with their run-game also
conference leading on the year. Caden White-
head ‘26 and Seth Mencer ‘26 lead DePauw’s
backfield which has averaged over 5 yards a
carry on the year.

Wabash'’s defense will need to be excellent on
Saturday if they’re to keep this game close, but
there are signs to suggest they’re more than ca-
pable. The Little Giants are second in the NCAC

in most team defensive stats, and have tended
to stiffen up exactly when needed in close ga-
mes. Their run defense in particular has been
impressive, allowing just 2.7 yards per carry.
The hope for the Little Giants will be that they
can maintain that number, and force DePauw
to throw on longer to-go 2nd and 3rd down
situations. Wabash has to somehow knock De-
Pauw out of rhythm, finding a way to make big
sacks or turnovers happen. However, the Ti-
gers have hardly allowed either all season.

Wabash’s offense is led by sophomore quar-
terback Brand Campbell, the starter since Week
3, and a stellar run game which has matched
DePauw’s mark of over 180 yards per game.
Their success has been built on being physical
up front and establishing the run early, with
junior running back Xavier Tyler the main we-
apon. He’s now over 1,000 rush yards on the
year along with nine touchdowns.

Unfortunately for the Little Giants, they're
coming up against one of the best defensive
units in Division III, especially against the run.
The Tigers have a menacing defensive front
and linebacker group, conceding less than a
yard per carry on the year, and no runs longer
than 15 yards. The big difficulty for opponents
is that the secondary is excellent too. DePauw
have forced opponents into a completion per-
centage of under 50%, and have more inter-
ceptions than touchdowns allowed.

The stats, results, and rankings would cer-
tainly suggest DePauw should be able pick up
another convincing victory, but there is a long
running sports cliche that in rivalry games
those things often hardly matter. One has to
imagine that in many ways Wabash will relish
the “underdog” tag, something they’ve rarely
experienced in the recent history of the rivalry,
and will energetically arrive in Greencastle be-
lieving they can force the upset.

Saturday’s matchup really will be the Mo-
non Bell Classic as it was meant to be: two un-
defeated teams playing for a conference title,
at what is going to be a packed and animated
Blackstock Stadium. It should be a fascinating
and entertaining contest.

Prediction:
[DaEnny: 38 - Wabash:

14

was so close to home. Mike said it was one thing
to hear about the Monon Bell game and another
to experience it. He then said that the game was
going to be at Wabash that year and asked if I
would like to go? I said that I would love to go,
but would it be possibly to get an extra ticket for
my grandfather? Mike said, “There will be two
tickets with your name at will call.”

So, on November 14th, 1998, my grandfather
and I showed up to Wabash College, got our
Monon Bell tickets, and headed into the game. It
was a perfect fall football weather game and even
though the game itself was a lopsided affair, the
Wabash fans constantly were

chanting “Wabash Always Fights, Wabash
Always Fight”. As the game continued, I joined
in with the chant and began to feel a sense of
belonging; a sense of family, in part because my
family was there with me. Even though the evil
Dannies from Greendingle (not a typo) had won,
I enjoyed almost every moment of the day with
my grandfather... until DePauw students and
fans rushed the field and tore down one of the
goal posts.

I remember seeing the first DePauw student
scale the goal post, and then another, and then
another, and so on shaking it violently, until
finally it gave way. This was before multiple lay-
ers of fencing, strict separation between oppos-
ing sides, specifically color-coded ticket, and
overwhelming police presence, so there were
minimal barriers in place and fans were free to
roam and view the game from either side.

I was in complete shock, as were most of
Wabash’s fans. I saw Wabash men running onto
the field to protect their turf, met by police
officers completely caught off-guard, detaining
Wabash fans by using pepper spray instead of
those that initiated the destruction. It was a
moment that forever changed the future of secu-
rity and protocols with regards to the Monon Bell
game. In that intense moment, I looked at my
grandfather, and he said, “Are we going down
there?”, because he knew at that moment, I had
made my decision; Wabash College was my col-
lege choice, and it was soon going to be my new
home.

Every year, Monon Bell is a reminder of that
cherished time spent with my grandfather, with-
out whom I would not have made the decision
to come to Wabash. In my years on campus, I
visited my grandparents in Ladoga often and my
grandfather would ask from time to time “How’s
Wabash?” and “Are you guys going to keep/win
the Bell?” And every time I would talk about
Wabash, my TKE fraternity, how classes were
going, or the outlook for the next Monon Bell
Game, my grandfather’s face would light up with
a smile. It was pure joy in knowing I had made
the right decision... with a lot of his guidance. I
will forever be grateful to my grandfather, Danny
L Gerald.

Since 1998, I have attended every Monon Bell
game in person except one; this year I will watch
it from Indianapolis with family, friends, and my
fellow Wabash/TKE brothers, rooting the Little
Giants to victory and remembering that Wabash
always fights!

ETHAN WALLACE 25

SPORTS EDITOR
T‘he North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC)
once again comes down to the rivalry game
between Wabash and DePauw. While many would
say this game has a clear favorite, 129 years of
history suggests that that means very little hea-
ding into the 130th Monon Bell Classic.

Ranked 10th in the nation, DePauw (9-0, 7-0
NCAC) needs little help arguing that they have
what it takes to win the Saturday clash. The real
question on everyone’s mind will be: can Wabash
(8-1, 7-0 NCAC) keep up and possibly win? A look
at comparative stats against NCAC teams, leaves
a wide window for a Wabash victory.

The Tigers will be stepping into a game against
the best defense they have seen all season — one
that is arguably the best in the NCAC. While De-
Pauw boasts the league low for yards allowed,
Wabash tops the conference in yards from sacks
and combined takeaways.

Quarterback Nathan McCahill, who has only
been sacked six times this season, will have to
play his first game against consistent pressure,
while throwing into the defense that is second in
interceptions. How he responds will be the diffe-
rence between a trip home and another year abro-
ad for the Monon Bell

The game will most likely come down to the
turnover battle, where the team who is able to
hold on to the extra pick or recover their own fum-
ble will come out ahead.

Where the Scarlet & White needs to find consi-
stency is on the offensive end. After the ridiculous
numbers from the 2023 team, the Little Giants
have been somewhat underappreciated in their
ability to march up the field this season. Wabash
was second in scoring in the NCAC, averaging a
more than modest 37.6 points per game.

After Denison, the third-ranked conference
offense, scored 34 against DePauw, the Little
Giants should expect to find themselves in the
endzone multiple times during the game.

Recapturing the rushing success of last year’s
Bell Game will be vital to Wabash’s game plan, as
doing so will both burn time off the clock and im-
prove the Little Giants’ passing prospects. Fortu-
nately, one of Wabash’s best advantages over De-
Pauw has been the run game with the Little Giants
leading the Tigers 193 to 191.6 in rushing yards
per game against NCAC teams.

Wabash will be running into the teeth of a
defense that has only allowed 26.4 rushing yar-

HI-FIVES

FIVE THINGS WORTHY
OF A HI-FIVE THIS WEEK

FREE SPEECH FOR ME, NOT
FOR THEE

Lo-Five to Micah Beckwith for threatening
to shut down the Indiana Daily Student
for citing real quotes shared about
Trump by his own fomer allies. As fellow
right-wing religious nut Ben Shapiro said,
“Facts don't care about your feelings.”

THY LOYAL SONS

Hi-Five to our faithful campus guardians
for protecting our campus from the
Dannies down south. Lo-Five to the
Dannies for outsourcing their guarding to
Greencastle PD.

IF YOU ONLY HAD A
BRAIN...

Lo-Five to Mattel for accidentally listing
an adult website on the Wicked doll
boxes instead of the official website
for the movie. Just like the Scarecrow,
someone’s definitely getting fired.

LOTUS LORD

Hi-Five to a Rhode Island man (let’s
call him Kyle) for amassing the world’s
largest collection of over 1,019 energy
drink cans. Maybe Kyle can hook us up
for these late Bachelor editing nights.

“IF WE DON'T SUCCEED,
WE RUN THE RISK OF
FAILURE.”

Lo-Five to the Dannies who thought
investing in a degree at D***** would
be a good idea. Hi-Five to D***** for
supplying Wabash men with a steady
stream of employees.

|
'.E bachelor.wabash.edu

@bachelorwabash

Wabash College Bachelor

Don’t let the stats
fool you; Wabash is
coming for the Bell

ds per game, but DePauw has yet to face the best
running back in the NCAC. Xavier Tyler *26 has
averaged 111.3 rushing yards per game and has
seven touchdowns; a strong start for Tyler will be
an important indicator for the rest of the game.

Quarterback Brand Campbell 27 hasn’t put uf
dazzling numbers this year but has been remarka-
bly efficient. And while the games against Deni-
son and Wittenberg weren’t the runaway victories
Wabash fans hoped to see, they gave Campbell
chance to prove he could wake up a stagnant
offense when the game was on the line.

The biggest strike against the Little Giants’
ability comes from their only loss to eighth-ran-
ked University of Wisconsin-Platteville. In a ta-
le-of-two-halves-style game, the Scarlet & White
held their own through the first half scoring and
allowing 14 points before losing the second 28-7.
It was also a game where Wabash was navigating
a change of starting quarterbacks.

What matters most from the Platteville game
is which half was the better representation of
Wabash’s talent level. If after a lucky first, the
Little Giants showed their true colors in the se-
cond, then they will have a tough time winning in
the Bell Game. But if Wabash comes into the Bell
Game looking more like that first-half team, this
contest is going to be a thriller.

The Little Giants’ pathway to victory will be in
bringing chaos into the mix. So far, DePauw has
had a very smooth season, winning every game
by at least three scores. Obviously, that is a testa-
ment to their ability, but it could leave them un-
prepared if the game remains close through four
quarters.

If the Bell Game goes down to the wire, like
last season, Wabash has more experience to lean
on. Back-to-back close wins against Denison and
Wittenberg gave the Little Giants a chance to test
both their offense and defense in game-on-the-li-
ne scenarios. Both proved that they could handle
the pressure.

This game will not be as straightforward as
many DePauw fans hope. It will be counted as an
upset if the Little Giants shock the Tigers in Black-
stock Stadium. But Wabash has known what it
will take to win this game from the first day of
August. If there’s ever been a perfect team to end
the Tigers’ perfect season, it’s these Little Giants.

Prediction:
DazEmw: 24 - Wabash: 28
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Winner take all:

A three-year reflective on a game to decide the

conference and the rivalry

A

NORTH COAST
ATHLETIC CONFERENCE

HAIDEN DIEMER-MCKINNEY 26
STAFF WRITER
he 130th Monon Bell Classic between
Wabash and DePauw will add another
year to the historic rivalry. This marks the
third year in a row that the winner of the
Monon Bell will also secure a spot in the
NCAA Division III playoff tournament. Ad-
ding to the stakes, this is the first year in
which both teams are undefeated in confe-
rence play heading into Bell week.

Two years ago, the Little Giants faced a
challenging trip to snowy Greencastle, whe-
re they struggled against a high-powered
DePauw offense that seemed unstoppable
from the opening kickoff. The Tigers’ attack
was overwhelming and it led to a tough 49-
14 defeat in a game that left the team in a
tough position heading into the 2023 off-
season. It was a humbling experience that
fueled a desire for redemption, setting the
stage for a dramatic rematch the following
year.

Last season, Wabash returned to their
home field determined to bounce back from
the loss a year prior. The 129th Monon Bell
classic quickly turned into one of the most
memorable matchups in the history of this
rivalry. With both teams trading blows in
a back-and-forth affair filled with big plays
and clutch moments, it became the first-
ever Monon Bell clash to reach double over-
time. Although the Little Giants showcased
their resilience by fighting until the end, De-
Pauw delivered the final blow and outlasted
Wabash 33-30 in a gut-wrenching finish.
This loss left a bitter taste for the team and
Wabash faithful, but it proved how thin the
margins can be in this fierce rivalry.

As both programs prepare for the 130th
Monon Bell game, the stakes are higher than
ever. With the School Down South riding
an undefeated season and the Little Giants

carrying the weight of two consecutive los-
ses on their backs, the added excitement
and pressure of this year’s matchup are
immense. The Little Giants will head into
Greencastle with an underdog mentality and
a desire to crash DePauw’s perfect season
and alter the Division III football postsea-
son landscape. This year’s showdown will
be a true test of Wabash’s perseverance and
grit in a matchup for a right to pride and a
playoff appearance.

“The game is already enormous, but now
the implications are for even more, as it de-
cides things people outside of the rivalry co-
vet and understand as well,” said Associate
Head Football Coach and Defensive Coordi-
nator Jake Gilbert °98. “If we tell a recruit we
won the Bell game, they’ll think, okay you
beat your rival, but they don’t really under-
stand the magnitude. Externally, everybody
understands we go to the playoffs, we’re
the conference champion and we get a ring,
which is a big deal.”

This game has usually had massive impli-
cations for the postseason race, but with
football powerhouse John Carroll University
joining the conference in 2025, the path to
the playoffs may become more challenging.
As Wabash and the School Down South pre-
pare for another battle, this year’s game co-
uld be the last time the Monon Bell victory
serves as a direct ticket to the national sta-
ge.

John Carroll football has been a historica-
lly dominant program, going 23-6 in their
last three seasons, with each loss coming
to a nationally-ranked team. Given their su-
ccess, John Carroll entering the NCAC will
make it tougher for the rest of the field to
win the conference title. However, the ex-
citement and significance of the Monon Bell
game will not deteriorate even if the path to
the playoff comes with obstacles.

ﬁ Bichelox

Request for opinions

Are you interested in making your opinions known?
Serious, silly, political? We want them!

If interested, contact pcreynol25@wabash.edu

CRAWFORDSVILLE

114 W Wabash Ave,

Crawfordsville, IN

Like us on Facebook!
@Arni’s Crawfordsville

MYERS DINNER THEATRE
HILLSBORO, INDIANA
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MURDIER

BY FREDERICK KNOTT

OCTOBER 18 - NOVEMBER 2

“The old saying in the Bell game has
always been, if you’re 0-9 coming into the
matchup and you win, your season was suc-
cessful,” said Athletics and Recreation Com-
munications Director Brent Harris H’03. “In
2010, we were not going to win the confe-
rence, but we blasted DePauw 47-0 to ruin
their playoff hopes. The guys on that team
finished the year saying, ‘we are the grea-
test football team ever’. And what did they
do the next year? They won the conferen-
ce and made a run to the final eight in the
football playoffs, bouncing off of that Bell
game victory.”

On top of John Carroll joining the NCAC in
2025, Hiram will be leaving the conference
simultaneously. The teams’ schedules will

become more challenging and, as a result,
the likelihood of earning an at-large bid will
increase ever so slightly due to a tougher
strength of schedule.

Regardless of what the NCAC’s future
holds, this weekend’s Monon Bell game is
all about the present. While the disappo-
intment of the past two matchups against
DePauw still lingers, the Little Giants are
ready to change the narrative in chapter
three. With the Tigers entering the game
undefeated, Wabash has the chance to deli-
ver a monumental win for their program by
marching into Greencastle, reclaiming the
Bell, ruining DePauw’s perfect season and
securing a bid to the Division III playoff to-
urnament.

e OFFER
! .! ] ( ]

Check out our Social
Media pages for
MONTHLY PROMOS

If‘jl @simplyyoumed

n @simply you med spa

Get $20 off

Dinner + Show
Code: Wabash20

Get $15 off
Show-Only

[=] ]

Code: LittleGiantl5

SCAN FOR TICKETS!

15 miles west of campus
on U.S. 136

MYERS DINNER THEATRE

108 N. Water St.

Hillsboro, IN
MYERSDT.COM

GET TICKETS AT MYERSDT.COM OR CALL 765.798.4902
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Recalling the vulgar camaraderie of the Monon Bell Stag
Ashton Moore '25: Reflections on a tradition lost

It might be hard to conceive of now, but
the Monon Bell rivalry used to be a litte
bit friendlier. The Bell Game used to be
an event that united Wabash and DePauw
students and alumni. Does that sound im-
possible to you? I would ask you to look
no further than the Monon Bell Stag.

You may have never heard of “The
Stag.” That’s not surprising, as the last
one took placein 2013, over a decade ago.
The Stag was a gathering of Wabash and
DePauw students and alumni that took
place every year on the Thursday prior to
the Monon Bell Classic from 1965-1993
and from 2001-2013. It would begin with
a nice dinner, and an award would be pre-
sented: “The Spirit of the Monon Bell.”
This award was given from each college
to a person on the other side of the rival-
ry. What a sweet and loving event, right?
Well, not entirely.

The main course was a roast. Jokes
were thrown from one side to the other
as laughter would break out. Each college
would choose a roaster and the two would
go after each other’s alma maters. The
jokes could range from lighthearted to
raunchy. Hugh Vandivier 91 recounted a
particularly memorable joke delivered by
Jake Knott 03, a former Wabash quarter-
back who threw “The Catch” in the 2001
Bell Game.

“Jake gets up to the podium... he bows
his head and he says, ‘Hail Mary, full of
grace, the lord is with thee.” And he looks
up at us and he goes, ‘hell, it worked the
first time.””

For a more vulgar joke, take this faux-
toast that was given in jest from Lee Mc-
Neely '62.

“Men of Wabash, raise your glasses.
Those Dannies you see aren’t horses’ ass-
es. Though slow of wit and low of station,
they’re the product of a third-rate edu-
cation. But on the gridiron, they will do
their best. They will struggle and strive to
meet the test, but when they slink home
as evening falls, they’ll find we have not
only the Bell, but also their balls.”

While those examples may seem tame,
there were many jokes that pushed the

Comic by
Drake Green '28

line of acceptable comic material. Was
this event usually run by recent grad-
uates, still full of youthful rage from
four years of bitter rivalry? No, this was
backed by both institutions, and was of-
ten sponsored by the administrations of
both colleges. And the roasters? Only
some of the most legendary names that
you can find. Legendary Wabash Profes-
sor of Religion Bill Placher '70 took the
reins in 1991. In 1976, Ben Rogge was
the roaster for Wabash. This event was
led by some of the most distinguished and
respected Wabash and DePauw alumni to
ever exist.

Jon Pactor '71 is another name that
cannot be overlooked. If you have seen
themed pins being passed around before
and during Bell Week, he had something
to do with it. He also, quite literally,
wrote the book on the Monon Bell Stag.
So many of the iconic names and moments
of this event might be lost without his re-
cord keeping in The Monon Bell Stag: Its
History and Humor: A Story of Friendship
and Rivalry Of Men Of Two Great Indiana
Schools. It’s an event he clearly loved
and was attached to. Here’s how he talks
about one of his favorite Stag attendees,
Tommy Mont.

“DePauw had a coach in the 60s who
everyone liked, Tommy Mont,” said Pac-
tor. “He was really funny, and a skillful
comedian. Of course, we [Wabash attend-
ees] would make fun of him ...”

Pactor writes The Monon Bell Stag
about as unbiased as he can. It’s evident
that he holds great affection for the event
and for the men who made it as great as it
was, even if their stripes were black and
gold. It’s also nearly impossible to miss
the pain in his voice as he recollects the
“bad humor” that killed the Stag in 2013.
A DePauw roaster used a litany of ho-
mophobic jokes while DePauw’s president
at the time, Brian Casey, who is openly
gay, was present. It’s no wonder that De-
Pauw declined the invitation to the 2014
edition. There hasn’t been an attempt to
reunite the Stag with both Wabash and
DePauw alumni since.

This lost tradition irks people like Van-
divier, a passionate alumnus who wants
to see less distance between Wabash and
DePauw alumni, especially when there is
such precedent for closeness between the
two after graduation.

“There are all these fun things we used
to do with them... When I graduated in
’91, the Stag was huge,” said Vandivier.
“It used to be a big administrative thing,
and the coaches of both teams would at-
tend. ... [Jim Amidon] would do the pre-
view.”

Vandivier spoke about the Stag longing-
ly, and expressed frustration with how
difficult it can sometimes be to get alum-
ni events restarted. He believes events
like the Stag enhance the Bell Game, and
has grown concerned that leaving joint
events filled with good-natured teasing

in the past leaves an opening for vitriol to
creep into the rivalry.

“That was all really good fun,” said
Vandivier. “I really wish we would do
more things with DePauw. As an alum,
I’m frustrated, and I'm sure that some of
the Wabash Club of Indianapolis guys are
as well.”

The Stag is an example of what the
Monon Bell rivalry used to be. Even
through, and maybe because of, the vul-
garity and humor, the relationship be-
tween Wabash and DePauw alumni was
strong. It’s easy to hate DePauw, but
maybe there is some space for reconcili-
ation. It will be up to the next generation
of Wabash and Depauw students, alumni
and faculty to decide where the relation-
ship between the two colleges goes.

COURTESY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MARKETINC

Andy Ford H'03 presents remarks at the 2003 Monon Bell Stag as National
Association of Wabash Men President Hugh Vandivier '91 prepares to take the stage

at the Indianapolis Athletic Club.

Why do Monon Bell Classic fans have separate entrances?

| Continued from page 1 |

Despite the relative peace that Monon
Bell game day enjoyed during previous de-
cades, the 1990s was a turning point in the
rivalry, leading to changes in how gameday
operations were managed.

“A lot of things come together to make it
an intense and great rivalry," said Wabash
President’s Chief of Staff Jim Amidon *87.
“But I think what has changed is the behav-
ior of fans.”

No single factor caused the uptick in se-
curity and separation. The increasing media
coverage the game garnered meant violent
fan outbursts would negatively affect both
schools more; the increasing prevalence of
tailgating, especially with harder alcohol,
likely also played a role by making it more
likely a group of especially passionate fans
may turn belligerent; and a more divided
culture overall are all factors which raised
security concerns for both schools.

Perhaps most importantly, two Monon
Bell games in the late 90s exacerbated se-
curity risks to the point where action was
unavoidable. In 1996, Wabash had been
in possession of the Bell for four straight
years, but fell to DePauw 31-13 in the sea-
son’s penultimate game.

Thousands of DePauw fans stormed the
field at Little Giant Stadium, tearing down
the goalposts as Wabash fans threw projec-
tiles at them. Destruction of that magni-
tude was unheard of in Division III at the
time, and left an ugly mark on the game.

However, just two years later, history re-

peated itself. Wabash entered the 1998 Bell
game with an undefeated, 9-0 record and
hopes of a NCAA playoff berth. But the Lit-
tle Giants were trounced at home 42-7, and
once again, DePauw fans stormed the field,
and promptly ripped down the goalposts.

And as if having an undefeated season
and playoff berth spoiled by your biggest
rival wasn’t enough, the Bell returned to
Greencastle after having been stolen by
eight Wabash students from DePauw’s cam-
pus two weeks prior to the game in the in-
famous “Halloween Heist.”

“It had not been unusual in the 80s and
early "90s for fights to break out after the
game or at some point late in the game,”
said Amidon. “But it had gotten just bad
enough that the goal post came down twice.
That just doesn't happen in Division III, but
they did it in '96 and *98. So the next time
we hosted, in 2000, we created the [secu-
rity] situation that's a lot like what you see
today.”

The current arrangement that two de-
cades of Wabash and DePauw students have
known is not cheap and requires months of
planning and coordination between admin-
istrators from both schools to pull off.

“It costs us somewhere in the ballpark of
a quarter of a million dollars to $350,000
to host the game,” said Wabash Athletic
Director Matt Tanney '05. “Bleachers alone
account for 65% to 70% of that.”

Reducing the security risks of the game
would save tens of thousands of dollars
each year, but efforts to change the fan cul-
ture have to come first before either school
can consider relaxing security and bringing

a return to a long gone era. A change like
that, Tanney believes, cannot come solely
from administrators.

"It has to come from student leadership
and alumni leadership,” said Tanney. “It
must be a collective decision that this game,
as great as it is, can be better. This thing is
a gem,; it’s a special event, and I think we’re
missing out on some of it.”
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Ultimately, the future of the Monon Bell
Game’s security is in the hands of its attend-
ees. The current iteration is now the norm,
but it is not what the game once was. For
better or for worse, fans will remain segre-
gated by school for the foreseeable future.
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¢ »

Liam Thompson '24 rushes past the 25-yard-line as a sea of black and gold looms
behind during the 129th Monon Bell Classic on November 11, 2023, at Little Giant
Stadium.
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130th Monon Bell Classic Chant Guide

Courtesy of the Sphinx Club

“DePauw to hell, let’s get
that bell!”

Caller: “Sko Bash!” Crowd

Response: “Sko Bash!”

“Blood makes the grass

grow greener, greener”

(repeat)

In case of a bad play/call:
“Wabash Always Fights!™
*clap* (repeat)

Offensive 3rd down:
“Let’s go Bash!” *clap*
(repeat)

In response to Danny
slander: “We love Wabash,

yes we do! We love
Wabash, how bout you?”

Gilbert "98 says: OUT with Hard Hat D!
It’s not high enough energy!

Continued from page 1 |

Waddell expressed concerns
with this choice, saying, “When
you're hiring kids that might be
16, 17, 18-years-old to play secu-
rity at a rivalry football game like
this, that doesn’t work.”

While a third-party compa-
ny may be logistically easier and
potentially less expensive, Wabash
has used law enforcement officers
as the primary security to provide
a more robust security presence
and keep the Bell Game running
smoothly when on their home turf.

While third-party contractors
will act as the primary security
for the event, attendees should
still expect a robust law enforce-
ment presence. Multiple different
law enforcement agencies will be
represented, including local law
enforcement from Crawfordsville.
Crawfordsville police officers will
be stationed on the Wabash side

2 Pizza
Deal

Buy 2 Large Pizzas and get

$4 off

Restrictions apply. Expires 1/31/2025

Safety a concern for Bell game

of Blackstock Stadium, which
Waddell feels is a benefit to fans.
Regardless, Waddell expressed
that the law enforcement presence
will not have a negative impact on
the fan experience.

“Their whole job is safety,” said
Waddell. “It’s not to arrest any-
body, it’s not to throw anybody
out of the Bell game. It’s just to
make sure that everybody is in
those guardrails. Have fun and be
a great fan. Be loud, be rowdy, but
don’t do dumb [stuff].”

DePauw University has also out-
lined several rules for the Wabash
tailgate area in the Olin parking
lot and the accompanying grass lot
across the street that attendees
are expected to follow. Prohibited
items include fire pits, generators,
hard alcohol, kegs and glass bot-
tles. It is also against tailgating
guidelines to carry open containers
of alcohol on City of Greencastle
property, which includes the

streets and some sidewalks.

Tailgaters are permitted to have
grills, tents with a maximum size
of eight feet by eight feet, chairs
and tables. Students can look for-
ward to the Interfraternity Council
(IFC) “Megagate,” which has been
a staple of recent Bell games.

“Be smart - If you are told some-
thing from an authority figure,
listen to what they say,” said IFC
President Matt Lesniak ’25. “And
if you need motivation, know that
the Dannies aren’t going to be
following the rules, so it’s just
another way to make Wabash look
better than they are.”

Of special note for many stu-
dents at the game is the poten-
tial for excise officers to conduct
enforcement at the game and tail-
gates. Excise officers are a special
division of the Indiana State Police
who conduct intensified patrols at
major events across the state to
ensure compliance with alcohol

205 East Market St. Crawfordsville

and tobacco laws. They are often
wearing plainclothes to blend in
with event attendees and make
their enforcement efforts more
effective.

While Excise operates on their
own rules, Waddell made note that
we should expect them to be pres-
ent at tailgates and in the game.

“Our folks should always carry
their ID with them, and if you are
stopped by an Excise officer or any
officer, they have the opportuni-
ty to go ‘Hey if you're drinking,
can you show me some ID?’” said
Waddell. “Be compliant, they're
just doing their job. If you’re under
21 you shouldn’t be drinking any-
way, but if the officer asks you for
ID, be compliant and be polite.
Just give them your ID and let
them make sure that everything’s
above board.”

“The plan is that when we win
the Bell, we get that Bell to our
side,” said Waddell. “We let the

team celebrate, because it’s their
Bell first, they’'ve earned that.
Give them their time with it, then
family, friends and our student
body can join the crowd. I am
absolutely not a fan of field rush-
ing, be it from our fans or theirs.
It’s one of those high-risk events,
and that’s when bad things hap-
pen. There is serious potential for
bad things to happen in a field
rush event from a security stand-
point, fan standpoint and team
standpoint.”

While the safety and securi-
ty plan put in place is meant to
ensure that this year’s contest pro-
vides a positive experience for all
fans, it is not the end of the fun.
Lesniak echoed this sentiment.

“As Bryce McCullough ’23
once said, let’s get active,” said
Lesniak. “This Saturday, let’s go
down there and get active safely
and smartly.”

Be better than the Dannies

765.361.1800

Mon-Thurs 11AM-10PM e Fri 11AM-11PM

Sat 11AM-10PM e Sun Noon-10PM

ONLINE ORDERING AVAILABLE AT

WWW.BROTHERSPIZZACO.NET

Pizza and
Sticks
$2 off

When you buy a Large
Pizza and Bread Sticks

Restrictions apply. Expires 1/31/2025
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Sphinx Club
President Luka
Difilippo ’25

Reply to this opinion at
ladifilizs@wabash.edu

It is no secret that we have an intense
rivalry with the School Down South that is
in full effect this week. We need to make
sure that we are putting more energy into
cheering on our own guys than hating the
other school. As a senior here at Wabash,
I share the same feelings as many of the
other students. This also happens to be the
same sentiment many DePauw students
share towards us. This is why we shouldn’t
express that sentiment against them, and
instead use it to fuel our love for our own
school.

We have all heard many great sayings
during this week throughout the years.
These being from other students, football
players, football coaches, staff, faculty and
anyone associated with the College. Some
are about the dislike our two schools have
for each other, but most are about how we
are better than they are. Notice the focus
of that statement: “we.” This is how we
should frame our rhetoric during this time.
Don’t put any effort into the other side. Use
it instead to build up our own, which takes
them down in the end.

The more we put an emphasis on them,
the more we build their image up, even if

we are using imagery that would put us
above them. The more we build them up,
the mightier they look. The mightier they
look, the more intimidating they seem. This
is what we do not want. We do not want to
be intimidated by them. We want them to
seem like nothing, like the Dannies they
are. We do this by building up our own side.

I do not say this to attempt to diminish
the massive rivalry that we all love. I rather
bring this to the table to try to get everyone
on our side, cheering for the same thing:
our own team. I am not saying to throw
away your disdain for them. I am rather
suggesting that we redirect that energy to
our own team, using it to help them on the
field.

The more we root for them during the
good, the more likely they are to stay hot.
The more we bring them up during the bad
plays, the more likely they are to bring
themselves out of the rut they are in. The
louder we are, the quieter the other side
is. The better we talk about ourselves,
the worse they sound talking about us.
Overarchingly, the better we do at rooting
for our own team, the worse they will look.

In the end, isn’t that what we want to
do? Be better than the Dannies. We should
be doing everything in our power to do this.
These suggestions are just one thing we can
do to make ourselves look better than them.
This should not change anything except the
outlook on us, Wabash. Let’s have a great
day Saturday and as always, as a wise man
once said, “I’d rather be 6 feet under than
26 miles down south. Ding Ding.”
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MONON BELL HEISTS: A BRIEF TIMELINE

The Monon Bell is by far the prize most coveted by Wallies and Dannies alike. But of course, only one group can lay claim

to the trophy at once. However, this hasn’t stopped the losing side from attempting to regain possesion of the scarlet and

gold bell. Since it’s introduction in 1932, there have been 15 documented attempts to steal the Monon Bell, burning both
the successful and would-be thieves names into the history books of Wabash and DePauw.

1959: Wabash
strikes back!
Wabash steals the

1959: Operation Frijoles commences. Jim Shanks 67 convinces then
President of DePauw William H. Kerstetter to fund two scholarships
for Mexican students, and to allow Shanks to photograph the hidden
Monon Bell from Monon Bell. Kerstetter allowed both, and commented, “The last time
DePauw for the first I showed somone the Bell he stole it.” Later that evening, Wabash
time. men returned to Greencastle and stole the Bell.

1953: The first heist
occurs! DePauw
steals the Monon
Bell for the first

time from Wabash.

1972: A group of
Independents steal
the Bell from lazy Bell
guards in an effort to
tarnish the reputation
of the Sphinx Club.

1966: Wabash men
follow the truck
carrying the Bell after
a Danny victory, and
steal it during a post-
game pep rally.

1966: Paranoid DePauw students steal
the Bell from themselves and bury the Bell
under the end zone of Blackstock Stadium.

The plan nearly backfired, as the ground
froze and the students almost failed to dig
up the Bell before the game.

1973: Members of the SAE
fraternity at DePauw steal the Bell
only to find their house surrounded
by angry Wabash men. A series of
meetings occured in order to return

the Bell and deescalate the situation.

1980: Rose-Hulman, an
all-male institution until
1991, stole the Bell from
Wabash in an attempt to
gain traction for their own
rivalry game.

1988: Wabash
students steal the
Bell from DePauw by
hiding in a gym where
the bell was stored
for hours.

2012: DePauw students attempt to steal
the Bell which was guarded by Sigma
Chi pledges. The Bell rang during the

attempt, awaking the pledges, causing a

fight to break out. Crawfordsville PD were
called and broke up the fight.

2000: Four Wabash
men trigger an alarm
installed after the
’98 heist and are
arrested.

1998: The last
successful heist:
Wabash students
steal the Bell on

Halloween.

OI”FOWeA 1(rom 4
T

OCT. (f‘/'“]f)‘/

”\/\/3!3'33}1 A\ways FI ghisl)

KANE House

2017: The last attempt. Three Wabash
students unsuccessfully attempt to steal
the Bell wearing Trump and Obama
masks. They were caught as they were
leaving the building that stored the Bell.

COURTESY OF THE RAMSAY ARCHIVES
o An image of the stolen Monon

Bell on October 9, 1959, the first
time that Wabash students stole

® the Bell from DePauw. This image
| wasranin the October 16, 1959

THE SPIRIT OF
THE BIG COOKIE SAYS:

Wabash

Student Discount

Join us at the

Back 9 Restaurant

Fridays after 2:00 pm

18 Holes with Cart $30
9 Holes with Cart $20

*Pricing Per Person, with Student ID

THE BELL, THE BELL,
GET THE DAMN BELL!

instagram.com/wabashclubofindianapolis

Thursdays - Saturdays
1lam -9 pm

Call for Tee Time: 765-362-2353 Reservations: 765-362-2809
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LET THE DANNIES BEAT THEMSELVES

Reynolds To Speak Founder’s Day Weekend

will be ABC News Anchorman
and Wabash College alumnus
Frank Reynolds. Mr. Reynolds’
chosen topic is“The journalist as
Public Servant” and will be
presented Saturday, Nov. 20 at
8:00 p.m. | e Ball Theater.

Mr. itynolds who
gradu.\tedﬁém Wabash in 1946,
has had more than thirty years

will be two panel discussions
given by various alumni. The
first, presented on Friday, Nov.
19 at 4:00 p.m. in Baxter 101 is
titled “Getting Started in Public
Service,” and will involve James
L. Ashbaugh 75, Director of
General Services McHenry
Hospital in McHenry, lllinois;
Donald L. Blinzinger ‘68,

In Memoriam

ODE TO A CAT

by DAVE NALL

Oh the day was thick and hazy,
When a Pussy Cat named Dazy
Sent its football team and coach up North again,

And forboding thoughts were rolling
As the Monon bell was tolling
For they knew about the might of Wabash men.

The Kittens dressed in sadness
For they could hear the gladness
That was coming from beyond the wall

And they waited there in sorrow
For they knew that on the morrow

of broadéasting experience and  Administrator.of the State They would deplore that pig skin ball.
is currently chief anchorman of  Department ic Welfarein

ABC’s “World News Tonight” Indhnapolls lhc Reverend Boyd . .

and ABE News' Special Reports.  C. Lowry '8 ¥l°1w o:t n lng."‘ Stadium o

He has ‘¢overed such recent  of ‘CODEL’ Wabash debater Rick Ice feeds DePauw Coed Betsy Canfield a line e Cheers were then deflating some

;:,';:::“n ’)::n::; ufr:on? ‘l:: as Danny debater Andy Buroker looks on during Tuesday nights

uh Director
, 7 ork and

‘ c"’ o Of DePauw, “Get-um fellows, Hit-um boys!”
i x' ,,,', // i Monon Bell Debate. The topic “Resolved That: Real Men Don't Eat

i:nnk Reynolds ‘46

the 1981 assasination attempt of &
;rh; most prominent |l"|e president, and the ;hooﬁ.l,z// ? {/ //9”"“'" was overwhelmingly affirmed on Tuesday. But what really made them quiet
weekend of the Wabash Sesqui-  of Pope John 8 " pre ented o Salurda.l 'w.oc Y Was the damn near ‘u“_ﬂed’ed riot
t I Celebratio il ed . Jin Baxter 101, js titled " Thi l ld e
SRt At wekend Noranter BoJIT 97 TR i uc ear War Day He When, “We Want Blood!” resounded through the noise.
19-21, The weekend will feature  candid i/

talks by various college faculty,
administration and alumni. One
of the main topics to be discussed
will be liberal arts and public

decisions. The point is that we
should be educated and not
forced into supporting a side
without knowing the facts.”

And then the Cavemen entered
And all their eyes were centered
Upon that bell which they planned to retain.

lizondo
covera; K ‘ V?of inquiring
visit to the People’s’ v faculty passed
China, for which ‘Al

lobby of Baxter Hall

service. won an Emmy Aw. éﬂ'" f'¢| the :J&W;\‘O’: Seve'r‘alv:lf the students who
" " \ treluded in K once: entists at Wabash  were on signed up for th 3 2 >
Among p Also i | e College,/a# well as five hundred n.wph,..::,aﬁ?;c,&’f.f;u,,: Then came, with pink lace flying

entitled, “Nuclear Weapons and
Nuclear War,” which will be
offered next semester. The class
is scheduled to meet once a week

The felines and their crying

Foreign Requirement Response Could be heard from here to Maine and back again.

d 'ow; short films

Language Department,'

md’&;’:: 2 f!l u‘o:}::rl:{‘o Sl ..‘,‘;u fo?.,ho.. the  Factual Friend, I shan’t describe the gory

/ 2 101, groundi t 1 i

B f,p,." more afsciver Sysdents ot Ui dnd ke Day A rce This woud nude nuiess P ien T, thems A it el S
ini 2 N in sequel o re riva s

semester, the foreign language aﬁMe"'ﬂveylﬂM G y 7 " o physics,. (slon)ibomnbe; and & ? e e

p First Use” is a
”, e’,’(uﬂng former
Seceetay Robert
“The documentary

lance of power
ts between the
Wirsa ,/ act Alliance and
NATO. The second film, “The

dit é' il 12 “After Trinity,” featured
ey, will cgﬁ}% several scientists, including Dr.

Other aspects concerning
nuclear war. Physics instructor,
Dr. Norman Strax remarked,
“No math or technical skills are
required. Much of the material
will come from articles which
appear in Scientific American.”

department will be offering a set P ¢ Firs)
of language courses with a new  will offer %/
approach to learning. These two semes| l;)l/,
courses, the express | in one
courses, will be offered in approach )
Spanish, French, and German. Secondly,
Meeting eight times a week: department facull
10:20 Monday, Wednesday, strengthen the dépae
Friday; 2:10 Monday, Wednes- 'hm“f" this new appro.

like it better. Language depart-

ment chairman Kudlat

remarked that these courses will

set a new tone to language

instruction and should be a

5 rlnsboard toln:reaud fotgi /
udy,

But the tears in DePauw city
Are emitted at the pity
Of a group of docil Tom Cats and their dreams.

If this poem kept you guessing
Then DePauw derive a lesson

day, Friday; and 10:45 Tuesday, hopefully greater studen 45\.'“ Robert Oppenheimer, who were Glee Club TO Ere the moral shall be written in your blood
Thursday, these classes. will interest. courses exunswefy involved in the first .

combine two semesters of After studying similar to those atom bomb project in the United Host DPU Slngers For ol’ Wabash sees it clenrly

language instruction into one Programs at Earlham and ereﬁlin‘ore-cn States, That if 1 life d 1

semester for two course credits. Many of the students Arch-rivals Wabash College ~ Foi JoNe. LS GenY:

Language Department Chair-
man John Kudlaty remarked,
“this will be the first time in a
long time that beginning best
language classes will be offered
in the spring.” ne
Originally intended as a link
with the new foreign language
requirement, the express
langauge courses serve a greater
purpose than just a means to
e e LA :

P q

?am;‘mulh Colleges, ,;‘//l agt’mﬂ\ol 'muchschedule
or this type of a ¢ oré/ than “one , gathered in Ihe lobbyexchm;ed and DePauw University will Run like hell, because YOUR NAME IS MUD”
formulated. The b h semme /0 ‘course; when the thej the prove they can co-exist in

i perfect harmony when the
school choirs combine for the
i annual Monon Bell Concert
y ( “The November 12 at 8:00 p.m in the
ol gw é Nuclear War Day  Wabash College Chapel.
45 awareness and people should The concert, featuring the
/ ik nderstand what could happen Wabash College Glee Club and
foreign Imguage s! “3t7in the event of nuclear theDePauw University Century
Wabash a feasible alternafive for  war. If we are aware of the facts  Singers, will be free and open to
a greater number of students, then we can make rational the public.

the prosp«t He also und that
based on the department’s
findings from language journals,
this particular kind of approach

The Bachelor has chronicled the Monon Bell rivalry throughout the 130 year history, provid-
ing a look at the richest tradition for each school. Excerpts from past issues show an intense

rivalry, with students uniting in the common goal of beating DePauw.

Some things never change.

Caveman B

Grunt

"After we win the BELL,
where should we put it?"

by Tim Talbott &
Emery Anderson

THE BACHELOR=m

The Voice of Wabash Since 1908
Vol. XLV Snlurdny, Noxember 15. 1952 anfordsvrlle. Indum " Number 9
“Put it at Tommy's “Tt should go back “Replace it with “Weld it to the back
and fill it with beer in front of the the old bell in the of a mule and
50 we can drink out athletic facility bell tower in parade it around
of it” where it's gone in campus like the Ark
the past.” of the Covenant.”
Jon Sturgill
Brad Graden Mike Restivo
Phi Psi Mike Troman senlor senior
senior Delt Independent
Sigma Chi

Council Calls for 1009,

Attendance at DePauw

No official mass demonstrations are planned for tomorrow’s
game at Greencastle, the Senior Council decided at Monday’s
meeting. President Grogg added that “I do recommend that we

go down in our campus clothes.”

The Council also recommended

that each living group should make arrangements to see that the
entire student body has rides to Greencastle.

THIS /S MY OH/CIAL DPU CARTOON 4 Lickenmery

PS. 4o Kevin-1 D10 §OT SET FIRE TO Your 4uORY !¢

”Hf ROB MIKE 5ELL SUNDAY 12-3 on LN DY (PAd Por By Buc CATUS)
MS. BUTLER wite Hotd A PEANUT ond COFFEE KIATCH of Her Home on thdaesdey the .
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Waba h Seeks 30th

Victory Over Tigers

This Saturday marks the 21st (VBRGHY BEll battle between
the Wabash Little Giants and the DePauw Tigers

Traveling up from the South, the Bengals hope to be the
team that breaks the Caveman three-game victory skein. The

pseudo-Lotharios down the tracks

* * *
Little Giants

Have 4 Wins
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the fourth quarter when  Oberlin

om two touchdowns 1o

next _game and handed a
Ceorgatown Collags of Kentucky o
20.14 defeat in a hard-fought can

e game.
g wnl\ Shawver, McNairy
teiner adding the other

wit
the University ol
potting Sowa
the firat qun

all their points in

g Indiana  State elov
¢ Tigers their sccond |

of the searan on November |, in » Cavemen Slxu;h(rr Hanover

whin thay, solled (R R iy




130TH MONON BELL CLASSIC

‘Win or lose’ Sudoku

Complete the grid by entering one number

Crossword b_y Logan Weﬂbaker 25 in each square so that each row, column and

square contains the numbers 1-9 only once.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 [12 Down

1. Like a sharp-smelling perfume,
15 maybe

2. Divine huntress 9
3. Cartoonist's work

4. Valentine's Day symbol
5. Part of a royal flush

6. Iceless
7
8
9
1

Courtesy of puzzles.ca

13 14

16 17

26

W 0o
O 00NN

. Round up
. Nutrition drink brand
. McAfee with a show on ESPN
0. Word following "red" or
"high"

38 39 40 (41 |42 43 11. Newspaper edition
12. Took down 4
44 45 46 47 20. Focus of much 2020 election
coverage
48 149 150 51 22. Briny expanse
26. There are 91.44 inayd.
52 53 b4 55 6 57 38 28. Animal that provides high-
o5 5 - - protein meat

29. Woman's name 1
30. It's often taken at the end of

W

34 35 36 37

(&)

W
RN

NN

&) BN
| 00

63 64 65 66 67 the night
58 59 70 31. The way the weasel goes Ea Sy
32. Feeling of reverence
71 72 73 33. Doc for 44-Across
35. "Rumble in the Jungle" fighter
36. Congressional vote 2 4 1 5
37. Our star
Across 43. Only three-letter sign of the 40. Small-sized batteries 4 6
1. Many '90s music sales zodiac 41. Govt. grp.
4. Alps or Andes 44 . Scooby and Snoopy, for two 42. "Really?!" 5 3 7
9. Agony 46. Averse to mixing 45. Bit of Winter Olympics
13. Smash success 48. Japanese director whose work equipment 9
14. [See 52-Across] heavily influenced George 47. Java joint
15. "What's more..." Lucas 49. "Lilo & Stitch" carrier, for
16. Musical gift 52. With 14-Across, it's short 4 6 5
17. Tandem twosome surrounded by a Ring of Fire 50. Many teams in an end-of-
18. Final, e.g. 55. "Stubborn thing," per John season football game 6 2
19. "One Piece" genre Adams 51. Spotted wild cat of Central
21. Start of a Nietzsche title 59. Brouhaha and South America 8 1 4 9
23. Saint-Dominique or 60. Womb, idiomatically 52. Like the ancient festival of
Crémieux, in Paris 62. Nametag greeting Saturnalia
24. At the ripe age of 546, he's 63. Who lent their names to all 53. Have heart-eyes for 3 7
the oldest of The Smurfs the planets (save Earth) 54. Ancient manuscript
25. Pitched, as a tent 65. How solitaire is played 56. "The Dark Side of the Moon," 7
27. It floats in a float 67. Curtsy counterpart e.g.
31. Cake named for a Russian 68. Surveyor's measure 57. Glenn of "Hillbilly Elegy" H a rd
ballerina 69. Paramour 58. Like many cars parked in the
34. "Survey ___...!" 70. Put to the test yellow
38. Part of IOU 71. Line at the BMV 61. Stellar blast
39. Winner of the 2024 Monon 72. Misery or Missouri 62. "I'm open!"
Bell Classic 73. Degree not held by a doctor, 64. Cal. ender
ironically 66. Tennis divider

—]
-
m

Scan for solution!
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Theft and vandalism: A new norm?

COURTESY OF DEPAUW FOOTBALL

The Satterlee, Northrop and Mote Family Tiger Sculpture is located on West
Hannah St. in Greencastle, Indiana. The statue is situated in the middle of the
DePauw Athletics Campus.

1613 US 231
Crawfordsville, IN

Wildfire: !

WOOD-FIRED PIZZA

10% off entire order for
Wabash Students
Wednesday & Saturday

*Must present Wabash Student ID at purchase

Wildfire348.com

(765) 307-3758

| Continued from page 1 |

The poorly-timed actions oc-
curred the evening before the in-
augural Monon Bell Luncheon, an
event in which leadership from
both Wabash and DePauw gath-
ered to honor the history of the two
institutions’ rivalry and promote
respect between the communities

“We always like to have the mor-
al high ground here at Wabash, be-
cause we know we’re better,” said
Dean of Students Gregory Redding
’88. “Actions [like these] that are
designed to hurt DePauw actual-
ly end up hurting Wabash. If we
can help our students understand
that, of course, we are rivals, but
let’s not do anything that’s going
to hurt Wabash, then we’re going
to be okay.”

Not only was the reputation of
the College damaged by the act of
vandalism against DePauw, but
the students themselves are no
longer only under the umbrella of
Wabash administration when it
comes to discipline. This leaves
administration in a difficult spot.

“In the past, DePauw has for-
warded these kinds of incidents
to the Putnam County Prosecutor,
who can decide whether or not
they want to press charges,” said
Redding. “One hope that we have
is that if we can make it clear that
we hold Wabash students account-
able for these kinds of things,
then they don’t feel like they have
to hold them accountable. I've
reached out to my counterpart at
DePauw, and I have some ideas
that I have already shared in the
hope that they will realize that we
are taking this seriously so that
they don’t have to go to the max-
imum level — hopefully that’ll pro-
tect our guys.”

While the Dean of Students of-
fice has the complication of both
protecting the students of Wabash,
while ensuring that they discipline
the wrongdoings of vandalism,
both students and campus security
alike have another challenge ahead
of them - guarding Wabash.

“I’'ve already reached out to the
Sphinx Club leadership, along with
everyone else who is guarding

>

campus,” said Director of Safety
and Security Buck Waddell. “Now
we have to worry about retaliation
on our part. So we’ve had to step
up our game, and we’ve reached
out to Crawfordsville PD.”
However, while Wabash men and
Crawfordsville PD are remaining
vigilant during Bell Week, the inci-
dent opens up an interesting con-
versation about the conduct of Wa-
bash men in the Monon Bell rivalry.

“Actions [like these]
that are designed
to hurt DePauw
actually end up
hurting Wabash.”

-Dean of Students
Gregory Redding ’88

In recent years, it has been Wa-
bash men stealing equipment and
vandalizing parts of the counter-
parts campus, rather than stu-
dents from DePauw. While it is
true that football goal post pads
were recovered early this week
from DePauw’s campus — some-
thing that was stolen last year
— the incidents between the two
schools, particularly ones that
have caused damage (such as paint
on the statue) have largely been
executed by Wabash men.

“I can’t think of, in my time
here, any acts that have been per-
petrated on this campus by De-
Pauw students where they’ve cre-
ated damage here,” said Redding.
“TI'm sorry to say, but I think it’s a
little bit asymmetrical.”

Even though retaliation is some-
thing that Wabash men may be
concerned with, they must first
consider that retaliation can only
come after some Wabash men
cross the line first.

“The best way that we can stick
it to DePauw is to win back the
Bell,” said Redding. “We cheer for
our team, and we know that win
or lose, we love our guys.”

If history repeats itself: Remembering
the 2010 Monon Bell Classic

ETHAN WALLACE ’25
SPORTS EDITOR

In the history of the Bell rival-
ry, DePauw has only ever entered
the Monon Bell Classic 9-0 on
two occasions. The most recent
was last season when Wabash
fell 33-30 in double-overtime.
The first was the legendary blow-
out in 2010.

Heading into the 2010 Bell
Game, it was clear that 21-ranked
DePauw was the favored team.
Across from the undefeated De-
Pauw team, entered a 7-2 Little
Giants squad that had just taken
a 34-17 loss to Wittenberg.

What ensued was something
that no one expected. The Little
Giants posted a 47-0 victory.

“I had confidence that we could
win,” said then Head Football
Coach Erik Raeburn in the No-
vember 19, 2010, issue of The

Bachelor in an article titled “Bell
Game Blowout.” “But I thought
they were good both offensively
and defensively, so I never envi-
sioned a 47-0 victory.”

The contest was also the fi-
nal game in which Head Associ-
ate Football Coach Jake Gilbert
’98, then defensive coordinator
coached before leaving Wabash to
coach at Westfield High School.

“It was just a really special day,
pretty magical,” said Gilbert. “It’s
like, everything I called didn’t
matter. I could have called any-
thing and it would have worked.
I've just never been in a game that
went that well. That was my last
game here. So, that was a pretty
good one to leave on.”

Under Gilbert, the Little Giant
defense held their rivals to 95
yards of total offense and just
seven first downs. Meanwhile,

Wabash found themselves in the
endzone six times, while adding
two field goals.

“I could have called
anything and it
would have worked.
I’ve just never been
in a game that went
that well.”

-Associate Head Football
Coach Jake Gilbert '98

Since then, the game has gone
on to symbolize the unpredict-
ability of the Monon Bell Classic.
It reminds every team that the
next great upset is just 60 min-
utes away.

PHOTO BY ALEX MOSEMAN °11

Taken from the November 19, 2010, issue of The Bachelor, the
photo was originally captioned, “Once again the Bell will remain
in Crawfordsville for another year after Wabash’s big win.”

113 E Pike St, Crawfordsville, IN 47033

(765) 359-0455

Ell Charro

Mexican Restaurant
& Seafood

Daily Specials:

- Monday: Combo #2 $8.00
- Tuesday: Burritos $7.00 y Langostinos $12.00

- Wednesday: Quesadilla $7.90 Mojarra Frita $12.00

- Thursday: Tacos $1.75

- Friday: Chimichangas $8.00 Molcajete Nayarita $21.00 Fajitas $1.00
- Saturday: Combo #3 $8.00 Menudo y Birria $13.90
- Sunday: Burrito Mojado $8.90 Flautas $8.00

FREE DRINK on Friday. Saturday and Sunday with the purchase of any meal!
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Greene: “From Blake to Brand”

ELIJAH GREENE °25

PHOTO EDITOR

One of the tales of the tape for Wabash’s 2024
season has been of heartbreak and triumph at
quarterback. Blake White '25’s senior campaign
was to be his victory lap, a culmination of three
years’ dedication backing up legendary Wabash
quarterback Liam Thompson °24. But, after a

season-ending pectoral injury , White would nev-
er again play for the Little Giants. He continued
to contribute by mentoring new OB Brand Camp-
bell °27. Campbell, having never played a snap as
the first-team OB, quickly became a star under
White’s tutelage, leading the Little Giants to a
6-1 record and an undefeated conference record.
Wabash is now poised to take both the Bell and

the conference title away from DePauw on Sat-
urday, November 16. This photo essay was made
to both honor White’s four-year commitment to
his school and his team, as well as highlight the
exciting development of Wabash’s OB of the fu-
ture, Brand Campbell.

This week in sports: Changing of the seasons

MALACHI MCROBERTS ’27
STAFF WRITER

Bell Week may have taken hold
of everyone’s attention, but the
show must go on for the rest of Wa-
bash athletics. This week in sports,
catch up on basketball’s and wres-
tling’s season openers and get
ready for the cross country to take
on the regional championships.

Basketball:
November 8 at Trine University
Wabash: 78 Heidelberg: 82

Little Giant basketball nearly
scraped their way to a 2-0 start
in their weekend road trip to the
Trine University Classic.

Unfortunately, Wabash fell
short, losing to Heidelberg Uni-
versity. Heidelberg erupted from
behind the arc, going 12-16 for
an astonishing 75% three-point
percentage. This three-point
shooting excellence enabled the
Student Princes to hold a 20-point
lead with six minutes to go in the
second half.

But Wabash soon began firing
on all cylinders, going on a 19-2
run across five and a half minutes.
This left Wabash down three with
32 seconds left in the game. Then,
the foul game began. Even with the
Little Giants capitalizing quickly,
converting two quick layups, it un-
fortunately was not enough. Hei-
delberg drilled five out of six free
throws in the final minutes, barely
avoiding a historic comeback.

to have other ideas. In the first
half, they shot well from the field,
from three and the free throw
stripe. This gave them the edge,
finishing the first half up 40-
36. But the Little Giants’ offense
suddenly came to a crashing halt
in the second half. After brief-
ly building a 12-point lead in the
opening minutes of the half, Trine
began to chip away at the Little
Giants’ lead by getting to the free-
throw line.

In the second half alone, Trine
took 19 free throws and converted
16 of them. Free throws and de-
fense led to them taking the lead
with seven and a half minutes to
go, and they kept their lead the
rest of the way. Even with the
loss, Wabash can keep their heads
up, knowing they were nine min-
utes away from pulling off an as-
tronomical upset.

“It definitely helps with our con-
fidence going into the bulk of our
season,” said Vinny Buccilla ’25.
“We think we are the best team to
step on the floor every game, and
we have to continue to play like
that. Obviously, we as a team con-
tinue to work towards that.”

At the same time, Wabash isn’t
content with a 0-2 start, no mat-
ter the quality of the loss.

“In sports, there are no moral
victories,” said Buccilla. “So, we
need to get back to work and get
the first win of the season.

“In sports, there are no moral victories.
So, we need to get back to work and get the
first win of the season.”

-Vinny Buccilla "25

November 9 at Trine University
Wabash: 68 Trine: 78

After the nail-biter against Hei-
delberg, Wabash had to quickly re-
direct their focus because the very
next day they had to face Trine
University, currently ranked first
in the nation. Fresh off a national
championship, Trine was not go-
ing to be beaten easily. Unfortu-
nately for Trine, Wabash seemed

Wrestling:
November 9 at Albion College
Wabash: 14 Albion: 25

Wabash went into Albion con-
fidently, with victory in their
sights. Unfortunately, the Little
Giants were unable to secure their
first dual meet victory. Only three
Little Giants were able to score in
the meet. Firstly at 133 pounds,
All-American James Day ’26 scored

five points off a dominating 17-0
technical fall performance. Down
12-5, Tim Smith '26, wrestling at
157, kept Wabash in it, scoring
four points off a 15-2 major deci-
sion. Unfortunately, Albion scored
10 consecutive points before
Chase Baczek °25, 197, scored
Wabash'’s last five points on a 16-1
technical fall, which brought them
to a 14-22 deficit.

“Going in we expected to win
that match, but unfortunately
things didn’t go our way,” said
Day. “However, it’s still early in
the season, and there is plenty
of time to improve and show how
that it’s difficult to bring this team
down. We have a great group of
guys with a lot of potential, and as
long as we can pull it together and
lean on one another when things
get tough, I expect that we will
achieve great things.”

November 9 at Millikin University

In the Millikin University Open
exhibition, there were sever-
al stand-out grapplers. At 149,
Carson Fettig '28, placed seventh
after claiming two wins on a ma-
jor decision and technical fall, he
fell into the consolation bracket,
where he proceeded to win out.
While Fettig placed seventh, his
fellow 149-pound teammate Grant
Brewer 28 lost in the finals on a
4-3 decision, which earned him
2nd place. After getting bounced
in the first round of the 174 weight
class, Jaylen Young ’28 cleared the
consolidation bracket earning his
place at 5th. Sammy Saunders '26
and Zach Wagner ‘27 placed 6th
and 8th respectively at 184.

Upcoming: November 15 at Chad-
wick Court

Wrestling will host their first
home meet.

Cross Country:
Upcoming: Saturday, November
16 at Blue River Cross Country
Course in Shelbyville, IN

After a fifth-place finish at the
North Coast Athletic Conference
Championships in November, the
Red Pack will head to NCAA Di-
vision III Great Lakes Regional.
The runner-to-watch will certain-

PHOTO BY WILL DUNCAN *27
Vinny Buccilla ’25 drives to the basket in the Little Giants’ game
against Trine University on November 9, 2024, at Trine.
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PHOTO BY DIEGO BANUELOS 27
Haiden Diemer-McKinney °26 runs in the NCAC Championships
which were held on Sunday, November 3, 2024, at the LaVern
Gibson Cross Country Course in Terre Haute, Indiana.

ly be Brayden Curnutt ‘25 who
claimed first place at the confer-
ence championship and will be

looking for a ticket to nationals
with a strong finish.
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Wabash drops Wittenberg 31-28

Last-second touchdown seals comeback win in Springfield

ETHAN COOK ’28
STAFF WRITER

In their final game before the
130th Monon Bell Game, the
Little Giants picked up yet an-
other close victory. They trav-
eled to Springfield, Ohio to take
down Wittenberg by a final score
of 31-28 on Saturday, Novem-
ber 9. With another conference
opponent down, the Little Gi-
ants remain undefeated in the
North Coast Athletic Conference
(NCAC), now sitting at 7-0.

The Little Giants victory over
the Tigers did not come without
getting past multiple obstacles
— most of those obstacles being
self-inflicted wounds, especially
early in the game. Despite this,
Head Football Coach Don Morel
was able to make the necessary
adjustments and got his team
back on track.

“We had a play that we felt we
could hit a touchdown on and we
missed it, then another one lat-
er that we missed,” said Morel.
“We also had two personal foul
penalties on the same drive, so
we just needed to get out of our
own way. We changed the tempo
of the game in the second quarter
and we got going from there.”

Big, momentum flipping plays
were the name of the game for
the Little Giants on defense and
special teams. Following Wa-
bash’s first score of the day, Mi-
chael Hegwood ’26 forced a fum-
ble that was recovered by Ayden
Salpietra ’27. This quickly put
them back in scoring range, al-
lowing Brody Rucker 26 to con-
nect on a field goal.

Then, on Wittenberg’s first
drive of the second half, Jerry
McBee 26 blocked their fourth
down punt. This again put the
Little Giants in scoring range im-
mediately, leading to their sec-
ond touchdown of the game.

Yet again, Xavier Tyler ’26
led the way for the Little Giants
offensively. He rushed for 199
yards and two touchdowns on

the afternoon. He also
added two catches for four yards
through the air. With Tyler’s per-
formance in this game, he has
now eclipsed the 1,000 rushing
yards mark for the season. He
also remains in first place in the
NCAC in rushing yards and is tied
for first in rushing touchdowns.

“I think confidence is the big-
gest factor,” said Tyler. “Having
the ability to come into any situ-
ation during the game and know-
ing that at any point you could
turn a game on its head with one
snap all stems from confidence.”

Tyler’s impact has been im-
measurable all season long. His
progression has been the biggest
contributing factor to the suc-
cess of the Wabash offense this
year and will continue to be in
the future.

“l think that we are real-
ly starting to see Xavier Tyler
emerge as a dominant player in

.:.4\_\\‘ f,\

this conference,” said Morel.
“He continues to grow and get
better so we are really building
our offense around him.”

Tyler’s success has been great
for the Little Giants’ passing
game as well. The respect

that opposing defenses are being

forced to show Tyler has made
the job easier for quarterback
Brand Campbell '27

“The run game has been

huge for us,” said Camp-

bell. “What they have
done has been huge for
the passing game in
terms of opening up the
field and getting the re-
ceivers open.”

Campbell continued to be
efficient on Saturday, as he
has been since he took over the
starting job back in Septem-
ber. Campbell completed 17 of
his 24 passes for 142 yards. He
also had two touchdowns and
zero interceptions on the day.
Campbell remains the second

PHOTO BY ELIJAH GREENE ‘25

Enrique Ruiz 25 hoists T] Alexander °26 to celebrate a touchdown in the Little Giants game against
Ohio Wesleyan University on September 14, 2024 at Little Giant Stadium.

most efficient quarterback in the
conference and has a 17-1 touch-
down-to-interception ratio.

“Coach Morel, [Assistant Foot-
ball Coach] CJ] Ramsey ‘20 and
Blake White ’25 have been the
biggest factors in my develop-
ment,” said Campbell. “Going up
against our defense everyday led
by [Associate Head Football Coach

and Defensive Coordinator]
Jake Gilbert ‘98 has helped
me grow a lot as well.”
Late in the third quarter,
the Tigers running back once
again coughed up the ball. This
allowed Sam Ringer ’26 to re-
cover the fumble and the offense
was once again able to score
points following a turnover.

Similar to their win against
Denison, late-game heroics got
the job done for the Little Giants
against Wittenberg. They got the
ball back following a touchdown
by the Tigers down by four with
1:56 left in the game. Then,
Brand Campbell led them on a
seven-play, 75-yard drive and
capped it off with a go-ahead 16
yard touchdown pass to T] Alex-
ander '26. This score came with
just 45 seconds left in the game
and the Tigers were unable to re-
spond fast enough, as the Scarlet
and White defense held strong to
secure the victory.

The Little Giants once again
got the job done when it mat-
tered the most. The offense and
defense continuously look more
cohesive each week and their
ability to make adjustments in
game has been crucial to their
success. Now the Scarlet &White
looks to carry their momentum
forward into the biggest game of
the season.

Greene: The four horsemen of the DePauw-calypse

ELIJAH GREENE ’25
PHOTO EDITOR

Ladies and gentlemen, the
time has come. From being blown
out in Greencastle two seasons
prior and losing in heartbreak-
ing fashion during overtime in
2023, the Wabash football team
is back for the 130th Monon Bell
Classic with nothing but revenge
on their minds. The Dannies are
as tough as they have ever been,
but Wabash has the recipe to
spoil the Tigers’ undefeated sea-
son. Here are four key features
of this year’s Wabash squad that
will prove instrumental in or-
chestrating the Dannies’ down-
fall. These are the four horsemen
of the DePauw-calypse.

Xavier Tyler ‘26 and a
dominant run game

If Wabash wants to win this
year’s Bell Game, success in the
run game will be critical in es-
tablishing a foothold offensive-
ly; it all starts with Xavier Tyler
’26. The Little Giants’ running
back has been electric all season,
rushing for a conference-lead-
ing 1,002 rushing yards and
nine touchdowns. Tyler’s excel-
lent field vision, patience at the
line of scrimmage and explosive
front-end have solidified him as
the best running back in the con-
ference this season.

Since Week 1, the Little Giants
have been utilizing Tyler’s 5.9
average yards per carry to keep
the chains short and give quar-
terbacks and skill players breath-
ing room. They have moved the
ball constantly forward and had
incredible success in the run
game, especially against quali-
ty NCAC opponents. During last
week’s matchup against Witten-
berg — who is ranked third in
the conference in rushing yards
allowed per game with 94.8 and
has only allowed 2.5 yards per
carry all season — gave up 199
rushing yards to Tyler alone.

The Little Giants have proven
they are capable of moving the
football on the ground against
tougher teams, but DePauw’s
defensive front seven will be the
hardest challenge yet. Giving
up only 0.9 yards per carry in
the NCAC (yes, less than a yard)
and holding opponents to under
30 yards per game, the Tigers
are a formidable threat. So, it is
all the more important for this
year’s Bell Game that Wabash

comes out early and establishes a
run presence, winning this phase
of the contest and setting up the
passing game.

Jake Gilbert ‘98 and
Wabash’s ballhawk
secondary

DePauw’s offense has been a
tough nut to crack by NCAC de-
fenses all year. They rank first in
almost every offensive statistic,
including throwing an eye-water-
ing 41 touchdown passes and only
two interceptions. For reference,
the next highest teams - Wit-
tenberg and Wooster — have only
thrown 34 passing touchdowns
combined. The Tigers will look to
strike through the air early and
often on Saturday, unless Wabash
can convince them otherwise.

One of the best improvements
Associate Head Coach Jake Gil-
bert ‘98 has brought to this
year’s Little Giant defense is an
emphasis on creating defensive
turnovers. Coming off a paltry
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2023 season where Wabash only
secured seven interceptions and
six recovered fumbles, this year’s
defensive squad is second in the
conference in both categories,
with 13 interceptions and sev-
en recovered fumbles. Several
of these turnovers have come in
clutch moments, including Sam
Ringer ’26’s 100-yard fumble re-
turn touchdown against non-con-
ference opponent St. Norbert
College and Mike Holsclaw ’26’s
game-sealing interception in the
fourth quarter against Denison
only two weeks ago.

To turn the tide of this year’s
Bell Game, Wabash will have to
make the Tigers cough the ball
up, at least once, but hopeful-
ly more. Despite being the best
team in the conference at not
turning the ball over, DePauw
has yet to face the best defense
in the NCAC, other than them-
selves. The Little Giants will
have chances to make plays
in the secondary and deliver
bone-crushing hits to jar the ball

WGRAPHIC BY FLIJAH GREENE 25|

loose at key moments throughout
the contest. Coming up with one
or two turnovers could make all
the difference when the game
clock hits zero.

Brand Campbell ‘27 and
offensive momentum

One of the major stories of
Wabash’s football season thus
far has been the injury of senior
quarterback Blake White ’25,
which occurred in week two at
home against Ohio Wesleyan. A
torn pectoral and fractured col-
larbone sidelined White for the
rest of the season, leaving room
for sophomore Brand Campbell
’27 to take the reins. Campbell
has played exceedingly well thus
far, leading the Little Giants to a
6-1 record as the starting OB and
is currently second in the confer-
ence in offensive efficiency with
arating of 187.7.

But the Bell Game requires
more than raw talent to suc-
ceed. It takes maturity and poise

to handle the pressure of com-
manding the offense in the most
popular DIII football game of the
year, with rabid fans screaming
and the intense expectation of
needing to win weighing heavy
on the mind. It’s enough to make
even the best players crack un-
der pressure, but Campbell will
need to remain calm and collect-
ed in his first Bell Game start.
You can be sure his counterpart
will be. DePauw quarterback
Nathan McCahill is a fifth-year
senior with two Bell wins under
his belt as the Tigers’ starting
0B. With DePauw’s experience
and a seemingly superior of-
fense to work with, the pressure
will be on Campbell to start and
maintain Wabash’s offensive
momentum, keeping the Little
Giants in the game for all four
quarters. Wabash has struggled
at times throughout the season
with maintaining this momen-
tum. Against a dangerous De-
Pauw squad, Wabash will have to
find its rhythm quickly and keep
the pressure on the Dannies to
produce points. There will be no
room for error come Saturday.

Gavin Ruppert ‘26 and
constant D-line pressure

One of the most consistently
devastating facets of Wabash’s
defensive squad this year has
been the defensive line and line-
backer play. Gavin Ruppert ’26
has been a one-man wrecking
crew at middle linebacker, with
tackles, pass defenses, intercep-
tions and forced fumbles. The
man can do it all. Paired with
an eight-man rotating defensive
line that relentlessly pressures
quarterbacks and comes up with
sacks, this Little Giants front sev-
en could be the difference-maker
in this year’s Bell Game. DePauw
has been excellent this season at
keeping McCahill’s pocket clean,
giving up only six sacks in nine
games. If Wabash’s front sev-
en can pressure McCahill often
— throwing him out of rhythm -
there is a greater likelihood of
him making a mistake and turn-
ing the ball over, giving the Lit-
tle Giants a needed leg up in this
contest. Since McCahill hasn’t
been pressured much this sea-
son, a healthy dose of Jerry Mc-
Bee ’26 or Jordan Cree ’27 in his
face may be enough to turn the
tide late in the game, granting
Wabash the victory.



