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Rokita ‘92 Spurs Interest, Debate
     Controversy filled Bax-
ter 101 Tuesday night as 
Congressman Todd Rokita 
’92 returned to his Alma 
Mater to discuss his lib-
eral arts education and 
America’s increasing debt.
    Rokita honored Wabash’s 
late Dr. Edward McLean 
and provoked a debate 
through his lecture concern-
ing America’s debt, its ef-
fects and how America 
might resolve its debt issues.
     “We have to ask ourselves 
as a country who we are going 
to be,” Rokita said. “We have 
always been a country that put 
its future ahead of ourselves 
and I want to know if we are 
still that. We can call [this 
time] as Reagan called it, ‘a 
time for choosing.’ We have 
to choose who we want to be. 
Are we going to be a people 
that puts the government 
ahead of us in terms of deci-
sions we make for individuals 
because we think they can do 
it better or are we going to be 
a nation that puts individuals 
ahead of government? It is an 
open question – who we are 
going to be and how we are 
going to go about doing it.”
     Rokita opened his lecture 
by playing a clip from his 
Congressional hearing about 
the late Dr. McLean from 
last Friday. Ian McLean, the 
son of Dr. Edward McLean, 

expressed his apprecia-
tion after Rokita’s lecture 
and appreciated the honor-
ary special orders hearing 
about the late Dr. McLean. 
     “The debate represented 
my father very well; the con-
cern for the future of the coun-
try and the preservation of 
liberty represented him very 
well,” McLean said. “One of 
the nice things about my dad 
is that he was exactly the way 
he was at home the way Rep-
resentative Rokita described 
him in public. And my father 
liked truth and true solutions 

more than he liked solutions 
that certain groups require.”
     Rokita presented McLean’s 
family with the speech he 
made during the special or-
ders address as it appears 
on Congressional record.
     In terms of politics, Rokita 
suggested reforming Medicare 
into a “contribution structure” 
rather than “defined benefit, 
fee-for-service structure” and 
increasing the age to receive 
social security according to 
the normal age retirement.
     “Let’s compare today to   the 
last time that our debt equaled 

one hundred percent of our 
GDP, which was in World War 
II,” Rokita said. “Why can’t 
this debt situation be solved? 
Number one, World War II 
was a one-time event. One 
way or another we knew the 
war was likely going to end 
and the debt we were encor-
ing would be paid back. The 
drivers of our debt today are 
not one-time events; they are 
continuing government pro-
grams that really don’t have 
any intention of stopping.”
     “47 percent of our debt is 
owned by foreign nations, the 

largest of which being Chi-
na. So you can see why the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff had said that terror-
ism is not the main threat to 
our National Security. The 
main threat is our debt.”
    An informal debate took 
place between Professor of 
Economics Frank Howland 
and Rokita which expanded to 
debates within the audience.
     “He seemed to think that 
he wasn’t advocating to raise 
taxes on poor people, but I 
think that was clearly wrong 
because he said that about 
50 percent of the population 
does not pay taxes and that 
50 percent of the population 
is overwhelming people on 
the low end of the income 
scale,” Howland said. “And 
if he wants more people to 
pay income taxes, it is go-
ing to be those people.”
   Howland questioned Rok-
ita on whether he supported 
raising taxes on lower in-
come families. Howland 
disagreed with two specific 
aspects of Rokita’s solutions.
   “Should we raise taxes 
on the rest of us? He thinks 
that people are already pay-
ing their fair share; I think 
that they could pay more.”
  Students also put forth 
their opinion on Rokita’s 
position in the lecture.
     “I thought Rep. Todd Roki-
ta’s presentation was great as a
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COURTESY OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

U.S. Representative Todd Rokita ‘92 (right) spoke on campus on Tuesday.  He remembered the late 
Professor of Political Science Ed McLean and discussed the national debt crisis.

Knowling ‘77 Inspires

     What is the greatest attribute 
of a Wabash man? Is it a success-
ful career, with obvious leader-
ship qualities? Or is it to be a man 
with character, strong principles, 
and a deep sense of personal re-
sponsibility? Whatever the an-
swer, the ideal Wabash attribute 
can surely be found in one of the 
College’s most successful living 
alumni: Robert Knowling. A suc-
cessful CEO and family man, Mr. 
Knowling is the epitome of what 
hard work and dedication at the 
undergraduate level can produce 
once a man is in the workplace. 
     Speaking to an intimate group 
of listeners in Salter Hall two 
Sundays ago, Mr. Knowling dis-

cussed his new book, You Can 
Get There from Here: My Journey 
from Struggle to Success, and the 
cathartic experience it provided. 
In the book Knowling details his 
childhood, his Wabash years, and 
his ascension as one of Silicon 
Valley’s most revered executives. 
     Originally from Kokomo, Indi-
ana, 70 miles northeast of Craw-
fordsville, Knowling was one 
of 13 children growing up. Part 
of a deeply dysfunctional fam-
ily, Knowling would endure rac-
ism and poverty as he aspired to 
a greater calling. In fact, it was 
after Knowling gave a speech 
some years ago about his tur-
bulent upbringing that a literary 
agent began to pressure him to 
write a book. Initially reluctant, 
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Flu Season Is Upon Us!

     Looking for something to do that can 
benefit you this winter as well as the health 
of the Wabash community as a whole?  
Consider getting vaccinated for the flu. 
     Tuesday October 25 from 8-11:30 
a.m. in the Sparks Center’s Forbes 
Lounge is the final opportunity for 
students to receive a flu shot on cam-
pus.  The shots are 17 dollars and can 
go a long way in keeping everyone 
healthier at this critical time of year.
     “Everyone should get a flu shot,” said 
Dr. John Roberts.  “It’s a pretty darn good 
investment to avoid coming down with 
something like that.  Guys could go home 
over the holidays and spread the flu to 
younger siblings and others, so we do this 
to help the general population and pre-
vent the overall spread of the influenza.”

     The influenza season does not get 
into full swing until December or Janu-
ary, but this is a critical point for stu-
dents trying to stay healthy during those 
winter months.  The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) recom-
mends when flu shots should be given 
each year and what strains of the virus 
should be included in the vaccination.  
Generally, flu shots are given in October 
as they have been here on campus the 
past few years.  However, this year there 
has been a bump in flu activity in Indi-
ana especially among children, which 
makes the early flu shots more important.  
     This winter one of the strains the CDC 
is anticipating to be prevalent is the in-
famous H1N1 which made its mark on 
campus two years ago.  Over 300 students 
came down with the illness that winter, 
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Media Services Specialist Adam Bowen gets injected with an influenza vaccine on Wednes-
day. The health center encouraged members of the Wabash community to get vaccinated 
for $17. Vaccines will also be offered on Oct. 25.

IAN BAUMGARDNER| WABASH ‘14

Bob Knowling ‘77 spoke about his turbulent upbringing, his decision to at-
tend Wabash and his great success in the business world.

See KNOWLING, page 3

See FLU, page 3

See ROKITA, page 2
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Announcements

Friday, October 21
Final Date to Add Half 
Semester Course

MXI Fish Fry, 6 p.m.

Saturday, October 22
Family Weekend

Moot Court First Round, 
Baxter Hall, 9 a.m.

Oktoberfest Block Party, 
Mall, 4 p.m.

Family Day Concert, 
Salter Hall, 7:30 p.m.

National Act: Mike 
Posner & Asher Roth, 
Chadwick Court, 9:30 
p.m.

Monday, October 24
Moot Court Semi-finals, 
Baxter Hall, 5 p.m.

Tuesday, October 25
IFC Meeting, Senate 
Room, 11:10 a.m.

Student Senate Meet-
ing, Goodrich Room, 7 
p.m.

Moot Court Finals, 
Salter Hall, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, October 27
Chapel Talk, Greg Cas-
tanias, 11:15 a.m.
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The purpose of The Bachelor is to 
serve the school audience, includ-
ing but not limited to administrators, 
faculty and staff, parents, alumni, 
community members and most 
importantly, the students. Because 
this is a school paper, the content 
and character within will cater to 
the student body’s interests, ideas 
and issues.  Further, this publication 
will serve as a medium and forum 
for student opinions and ideas.

Although an individual newspaper, 
the Board of Publications publishes 
The Bachelor.  The Bachelor and 
BOP receive funding from the 
Wabash College Student Senate, 
which derives its funds from the 
Wabash College student body.

Letters (e-mails) to the editor are 
welcomed and ecouraged.  They 
will only be published if they in-
clude name, phone, or e-mail, and 
are not longer than 300 words.  
The Bachelor reserves the right to 
edit letters for content, typographi-
cal errors, and length.  All letters 
received become property of this 
publication for the purposes of 
reprinting and/or redistribution.

Profanity may appear in the pub-
lication, but only in cases of direct 
quote or if profanity is necessary 
to the content of the story.  Please 
do not confuse profanity with 
obscenity.  No article or picture of 
an obscene nature will appear in 
this publication.

The Bachelor is printed every 
Thursday at the Journal Review 
in Crawfordsville.  It is delivered 
freely to all students, faculty, and 
staff at Wabash College.

All advertising published in The 
Bachelor is subject to the ap-
plicated rate card.  The Bachelor 
reserves the right to deny requests 
for publication of advertisements.  
Student organizations of Wabash 
College may purchase advertise-
ments at half the listed rate.

The Bachelor is a member of the 
Hoosier State and Indiana Col-
legiate Press Associations (HSPA 
and ICPA).

Bachelor
301 W. Wabash Ave.

Crawfordsville, IN
47933

  
     Not too many scientists can claim 
they have achieved their child-
hood dreams through working with 
NASA. However, Wabash Visit-
ing Professor of Chemistry Michael 
Hoops can claim such a distinction.
     “NASA is interested in differ-
ent metal sulfides and especially 
iron sulfide because it is a compo-
nent of moon dust,” Hoops said. 
      His research on creating artificial moon 
dust has garnered Wabash’s attention and 
ultimately a teaching job at the College.
     “I attended Wheeling Jesuit Uni-
versity for my undergraduate studies” 
Hoops said. “Wheeling is a smaller 
campus much like Wabash, but it was 
slightly larger. It maintained the atmo-
sphere where everyone knew everyone 
and everyone knew everyone’s business. 
If something was new around campus, it 
didn’t take long for everyone to find out.”
     There he did undergraduate research 
and got involved with chemistry. A pro-
fessor received some funding and asked 
Hoops to join his research group. The re-
search had such a profound impact that 
he decided to go onto graduate school. 
He then received his Master’s Degree 
in Chemistry at Northwestern Univer-
sity and his Ph.D. form the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati in Chemistry. Af-
ter graduating from the University of 
Cincinnati, Hoops decided to follow a 
teaching path. His reasoning lies with-
in the wise words of an old professor.
     “I had an advisor one time who said 
you kind of take the top of your head off, 
and you let the kids look around” Hoops 
said. “You get that idea in research be-
cause you don’t have all the answers 
and that is why you call it research.”
     Hoops enjoys seeing students who 
struggle with class work see the stu-

dent’s eureka moment.  He works to 
help the students understand class ma-
terial, and that eventual understanding 
fuels his will to teach. The joy of teach-
ing is not rare here at Wabash, and Pro-
fessor Hoops epitomizes this very ideal.
     “I ended up teaching at Jesuit [after 
graduating from University of Cincinna-
ti] for the past three years,” Hoops said. 
“I met my fiancée at Wheeling Jesuit, and 
she then pursued residency in Pittsburg. 
She took a job in Indy, and I then hunted 
down a job here. I applied for the position 
at Wabash, and it’s been a blast ever since.”
     Hoops has noticed one difference in 
particular from his experience at Wheel-
ing Jesuit and Wabash. The most obvi-
ous difference is the all-male college 
atmosphere. This atmosphere breeds 
a distinct group of men that sepa-
rates them from the usual college man. 
      “I have to say I am impressed with the 
manners of the guys here” Hoops said. 
“You walk in the hall and you hear ‘Hi Pro-
fessor’. I am really taken aback by their 
manners in a good way; it’s really unique.”
     The Wabash man’s congenial attitude is 

not all that separates Wabash from other 
liberal arts institutions. The Wabash pro-
fessors’ work and research also differen-
tiate Wabash from other colleges. Profes-
sor Hoops exemplifies this characteristic.
     “We are studying the decomposition 
of a class of compounds called dithio-
carbamates” Hoops said. “We are inter-
ested in them because there is a metal 
sulfide bond between them. So, we are 
interested in looking in iron sulfide be-
cause I have collaboration with NASA.” 
These compounds decompose nicely into 
a substance that mirrors moon dust very 
closely. His collaboration with NASA 
maintains prominence because by us-
ing the simulated moon dust NASA can 
predict how it will react with equipment.
     When Professor Hoops isn’t teach-
ing or producing artificial moon 
dust he enjoys other activities.
     “I play pick up sports such as intra-
mural football and kick ball,” Hoops said. 
“I have played volleyball with my fian-
cée. I also am a pretty passionate fan of 
Notre Dame Football. I have a ticket for 
the Navy game, and I am pretty excited.”

Hoops Brings NASA to Wabash
JACOB BURNETT ‘15
STAFF WRITER

COREY EGLER | WABASH ‘15

Even with his impressive work with NASA, Visiting Professor of Chemistry Michael Hoops 
thought he belonged in the classroom. Here, Hoops helps Pat Clegg ‘13 in the lab. 

Rokita
non-partisan presentation of 
the national debt being an is-
sue that is continuing to de-
fine every aspect of US poli-
tics,” Philip Robin’13 said. 
“However, I think the ‘talk 
politics’ concept he present-
ed for bringing change was 
very much wishful thinking. 

I understand that in order for 
anything to happen public 
pressure needs to occur, but 
generally the majority of the 
people are unconcerned with 
the problems of tomorrow and 
are too distracted or reluctant 
to really engage the problem.”
 Professor of Political 

Science Alexandra Ho-
erl praised the discussion.
  “I think that being able to 
model this sort of interac-
tion and being able to talk to 
an elected official and being 
able to engage is an important 
lesson for students,” Hoerl 
said.  “Hopefully this is a be-

havior that they will emulate; 
but, I think it was nice to see 
dialogue between the profes-
sors and Congressman Rok-
ita: to watch a disagreement 
be played out and then re-
solved—things of that nature.”
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Education Reform Drives Shane ‘70
          
     David Shane ’70 has spent 
his entire career trying to 
improve education in Indi-
ana.  From his time at Baker 
and Daniels in Indianapolis 
(1975-1995) where he prac-
ticed human resources and ed-
ucation law, to his year-long 
stint as the head of CLASS, 
an education reform orga-
nization, to his continuing 
volunteer efforts, Shane has 
continued to fight for better 
education policies and results.
     “In 1986, I was asked to rep-
resent IPS (Indianapolis Pub-
lic Schools), and I started get-
ting the view that the needs of 
the education workforce were 
rising,” Shane said.  “People 
on plant floors, for instance, 
needed to know how to use 
new technology, and schools 
weren’t teaching them those 
skills for the bulk of people.”
     So in 1995, Shane left 
a prominent Indianapolis 
law firm to dedicate him-
self full-time to a serious 
and complicated problem.
    “I’d done all the stuff a 
lawyer could do twenty times 
over,” Shane said.  “And to 
me it’s a moral issue – we 
can’t let kids or adults get 
into a situation where they 
can’t work and maintain 
a good quality of life.  So 
from 1996-1997 I worked on 

education reform at CLASS, 
and in ’97 I fired myself be-
cause I realized I could do 
the work as a volunteer.”
     Shane then began work-
ing at LDI, ltd., where he is 
now the President and CEO.  
The company owns logis-
tics and distribution compa-
nies which have a total em-
ployment of around 1,000.
    Shane is also an executive 
committee member of the 
Central Indiana Corporate 
Partnership (CICP) and is on 
the board of the CIB, which 
manages Lucas Oil Stadium 
and Conseco Fieldhouse.   Of 
course, he is also still very ac-
tive in education reform, and 
is a board member of the Mind 
Trust, a prominent and grow-
ing education reform organi-
zation in Indianapolis.	
     As a trustee of Wabash Col-
lege, Shane has a great appre-
ciation for the education he 
received, which has translated 
into a successful career in 
business as well as an urge to 
help others become educated 
and achieve their potentials.
   “I owe everything I’ve 
been able to do in life to 
what I got at Wabash,” Shane 
said.  “It opened doors and 
prepared me for life, and it 
shrunk my ego, which wasn’t 
a bad thing at the time.  It’s 
a very real place because it 
adjusts both ways: I didn’t 
lack for confidence, and what 
it gave me was substance.”

     As someone who has been 
around countless educational 
institutions, Shane offered 
very high praise for Wabash.
     “Wabash is the most 
student-focused institution 
I know,” Shane said.  “The 
faculty are phenomenal in 
their direct relationships with 
students.  The Celebration of 
Student Research is always 
a fun day for me, because 
the students are about six 
lightyears in front of me in 
terms of what they’re doing 
and how they’re thinking.”
   In his role as a trustee, 
Shane is happy to give back 

as much as he can to the 
place he feels indebted to.
    “It’s a chance to give back, 
but it’s impossible for me 
to give back as much as it 
gave me,” Shane said.  “Wa-
bash prepares you for earned 
leadership, not simply the 
kind needed for elected po-
sitions in the classic cam-
paign or soundbyte sense.”
    Shane listed Professor of 
English Emeritus Bert Stern 
and former Professor of Eng-
lish Don Baker as two pro-
fessors who particularly im-
pacted him while at Wabash.
     “Dr. Stern was active and 

aggressive about poems,” 
Shane said.  “He turned me 
on to Yeats and Joyce.  He 
showed you the value of 
passion in your work.  He 
was stunningly passionate.”
    “Dr. Baker had a substan-
tive knowledge of Shake-
speare that was so much more 
than just knowing the plays 
themselves,” Shane said.  
“He knew about the literary 
intents of the plays, the his-
torical contexts, the nuances 
in the language, etc.  He was 
an absolute pro, which made 
it challenging to keep up 
with him.  That kind of ex-
pertise was true across the 
faculty, and to this day, for 
guys who really take to the 
subjects, professors become 
a pipeline to true learning.”
  For Shane, then, Wabash’s 
is an example of the kind 
of education that is lacking 
for far too many people in 
the state, country and world.
     “It’s always a joy to read 
about and meet the Wabash 
men who are going into teach-
ing, whether as a clear ca-
reer or in Teach for America 
or other similar programs,” 
Shane said.  “Wabash has 
always been to me the place 
for quintessential teaching for 
learning, with faculty dedi-
cated to the students and their 
growth and development.  The 
rest of the world needs a lot 
more of that.”		

COURTESY OF DAVID SHANE

Wabash Trustee David Shane ‘70 has been a lawyer and a busi-
nessman in the past 35 years, and throughout his career he has 
advocated for education reform.

PETER ROBBINS ‘12
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Knowling
Knowling was convinced af-
ter constant hounding and being 
told he needed to share his story. 
     Influenced by his church and the 
need to distinguish himself among his 
siblings, Knowling knew that he need-
ed to attend college. Courted by Divi-
sion I schools for basketball and foot-
ball, Knowling chose Wabash because 
of its attention to the individual. He 
spoke about his first visit to the campus.
     “Everyone who had a vest-
ed interest was there,” Knowling 
said.  “The AD, Deans, professors 
and President all wished to speak 

with me. People showed a genu-
ine interest in me as an individual, 
and not just part of a program.” 
     A member of the Wabash foot-
ball and basketball teams, Knowl-
ing was a Religion major who re-
ceived a high pass on his comps. 
After graduating, he would go on to 
earn his M.B.A. from Northwest-
ern’s Kellogg School of Business. 
Following his academic accomplish-
ments, Knowling would hold vari-
ous positions in telecommunication 
companies, working his way up the 
corporate ladder. Eventually running 

Covad Communications and Simdesk 
Technologies, Knowling continued to 
lead pioneering Internet companies 
before and after the burst of the tech 
bubble in the early 2000’s. Knowling 
also discussed some key characteris-
tics that can cause a business to fail. 
     “When companies are unwill-
ing to change, not steeped in a 
set of values, lack vision, and 
have no accountability for fail-
ure, they will fail,” Knowling said. 
      Even after conquering the busi-
ness world, Mr. Knowling still 
traces his success back to Wabash 

College. From his mentor, the re-
tired professor of Religion Dr. Ray-
mond Williams, to Coach Mac 
Petty, Knowling is convinced Wa-
bash made him the man he is today. 
   “Mac Petty taught me how to be a man 
and how to be a leader,” Knowling said. 
    Knowling also offered some 
advice for current Little Giants.
      “Have some fun, build relation-
ships, and don’t cheat your talent…
Success is a choice,” Knowling said.

Flu
and a few cases were se-
rious enough to require 
hospitalization.  The earli-
est way to prevent such a 
spread later this semester is 
with flu vaccinations now.  
“Flu season often kicks in 
around finals time, so that 
can be a huge issue for 
students,” Roberts said.

     Interestingly, this year’s 
vaccination is the same as last 
year’s as far as what strains 
it is targeting, so it kind of 
serves as a booster shot for the 
one from last year.  Flu shots, 
unlike shots for other viruses 
and diseases, are not extreme-
ly immunogenic so their ef-
fects on the immune system 

wear off after a few months.
     There are a lot of mis-
understandings among stu-
dents wary of flu shots.  
Many of these involve the 
effectiveness of the shot 
and its effects on the body.  
     “It’s not the best vaccine 
as far as inciting an immune 
response, but it’s the best 

thing we’ve got,” said Rob-
erts.  “Some skin reactions 
or muscle aches near the in-
jection site could be side ef-
fects.  However, you can’t 
get the flu from the shot; 
that’s a big misconception 
among people.     The virus 
in the vaccine is dead.  Most 
times, people catch colds 

right after getting a flu shot, 
and they think it’s the flu.”
     However, even without get-
ting a flu shot, there are still 
important things to remember 
for staying healthy this winter.  
For instance, hand washing 
is very important in prevent-
ing the spread of the virus.  
    

Minority Graduation Stats Are Misleading

     The recent fluctuation of 
statistics concerning the rate 
of minority students graduat-
ing from Wabash might mis-
lead readers into judgments 
about Wabash’s retention rate, 
according to administrators.
     “Some of the graduation 
rates between various ethnic 
groups will vary consider-
ably from year to year,” As-
sociate Dean of the College 
Julie Olsen said. “People 
need to think about how 
much it varies, and that it is 
a small numbers problem.”
     Figures for total graduates in 
2009, 2010, and 2011 reported 
to the US Department of Edu-
cation show graduation rates 
for minority students have 
fluctuated between 15 and 30 
percentage points. Accord-
ing to administrators, these 
rates shift dramatically due 
to various issues within and 
outside the College’s control.
     “The size of the pool itself 
is the problem,” LaFollette 

Distinguished Professor in the 
Humanities Emeritus Ray-
mond Williams said. “One 
student staying or leaving 
can make a huge difference.”
     The most recent figures 
support Williams’s analy-
sis of retention. Wabash’s 
2009 data, based on stu-
dents entering in 2003, 
showed that 48% of African 
American males had gradu-
ated within six years. The 
cohort size was 21 students.
     The 2010 data, based on 
students entering in 2005, 
showed that 57% of the 14 
African American males in 
the cohort had graduated 
within 5 years. The 2011 
data, based on students en-
tering in 2007, showed that 
40% of the 20 African Ameri-
can males in the cohort had 
graduated within four years.
     The most recent data for 
Wabash Hispanic and Asian 
students mirrored the trends 
of African American males. 
However, Caucasian student 
graduation rates at Wabash 
remained close to 70% with 
each cohort group num-

bering over 191 students.
     Comparisons with other 
schools are difficult because 
gendered minority reten-
tion rates are not listed on 
the Department of Educa-
tion’s database. Olsen noted 
that nearly 60% of African 
American liberal arts col-
lege students are female, 
which can paint an unclear 
picture of graduation rates 
of African American males.
     Williams and Olsen iden-
tified other issues with the 
data that should be taken 
into account when judging 
the graduation rates. In 2009, 
the Department of Education 
changed its ethnicity catego-
ries, problematizing compari-
sons with rates from even 
five or ten years ago. Also, 
students can go missing in 
the current reporting system.
     “It’s pretty common that 
students attend more than one 
school as an undergraduate,” 
Olsen said, “but the federal 
government doesn’t have an 
accurate tracking method of 
such transfers. Students can 
actually get lost in the system.”

     The cohort number is the 
number of full-time first year 
students that began in a par-
ticular year. For example, the 
Wabash 2007 cohort tracks 
all those students entering 
in the fall of 2007 between 
three years and eight years 
to see if they graduated from 
Wabash. Students that drop 
out for a year then return re-
main in their original cohort.
     Schools can actually alter 
their cohort number to influ-
ence the rates. For example, 
if a student dies while at a 
college or university or if a 
student transfers to another 
school, the original college 
can remove them from their 
cohort. However, schools do 
not always add transfer stu-
dents to their cohort, allowing 
a college graduate to “drop 
out” of the Department of 
Education’s tracking system.
     Wabash’s retention commit-
tee is currently at work look-
ing for differentials between 
races to improve overall grad-
uation rates. The committee 
looks through the graduation 
rates reported to the Depart-

ment of Education, results 
from the Wabash National 
Study, freshmen and senior 
surveys, and other sources 
to improve graduation rates.
   “Everything the College 
does in regards to retention 
is to help with the success-
ful graduation and promo-
tion of a life of service for all 
our students,” Williams said. 
     The College has instituted 
such programs as the Early 
Alert System, a mechanism 
by which various student dif-
ficulties hindering graduation 
are reported to Coordinator 
of Student Engagement and 
Retention Heather Hines. 
The retention committee is 
also working with freshmen 
advisors and training faculty 
to properly advise students.
     “(The retention com-
mittee) is aimed at helping 
students and people help-
ing students,” Olsen said. 
     The committee’s work is 
supported with grant mon-
ey given to the College.

KENNY FARRIS ‘12
NEWS EDITOR
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     With the passing of Vic Powell H’55, Wabash 
experienced a period of contemplation, grief and 
gratitude as his countless friends remembered the 
great example he was.  Powell was a Professor 
of Rhetoric, but his impact cannot be limited to 
an academic department.  Like a few other great 
faculty in the history of the College, Powell tran-
scended departmental divisions: he was a teacher 
of the liberal arts.
     Powell served Wabash in nearly every way: he 
was a dean, an adviser, an acting president, and 
a friend to many.  In fact, while his professional 
accomplishments were remarkable, he will be 
remembered more for his kind heart and giving 
spirit.
     “Some people embody the mission and vir-
tues of Wabash College: integrity, clear thinking, 
service to others, and upright humane living,” said 
Professor of Religion Emeritus Raymond Wil-
liams. “Vic Powell has for decades been among the 

best. His service to the College at every level was 
exemplary. Moreover, his service and leadership 
extended throughout the Crawfordsville commu-
nity. He served in various voluntary positions from 
the Crawfordsville School Board and Crawfords-
ville Police Commission to working in the Clothes 
Closet at the Wabash Avenue Presbyterian Church 
to provide clothing for those in need and driving 
for Meals on Wheels to prevent hunger among our 
neighbors.”
     Powell’s Rhetoric colleague, Professor Emeri-
tus Joe O’Rourke, especially appreciated Powell’s 
willingness to meet new students and the way he 
welcomed new members of the Wabash commu-
nity.
     “I had in Vic a friend and a colleague of over 
51 years,” O’Rourke said.  “As the eulogies pour 
in citing his honesty, devotion to his family and to 
Wabash, I find myself nodding in agreement to all 
observations.  He knew how to touch the springs 
of response in students, faculty and strangers. His 
opening line with a new student would be, ‘Where 
is home for you?’  The answer not only started the 

conversation but usually led to a friendship. “
     O’Rourke recalled how Powell was also a 
supportive colleague who taught students to be 
genuine and honest men.
     “When he hired me, he said ‘Run Forensics as 
you think is best,’” O’Rourke said. “I believed, and 
still do, that public discourse should be the true 
position of the speaker.  Therefore the Wabash de-
baters did not switch sides in tournaments.  In spite 
of complaints to the policy, sometimes from the 
debaters themselves, Wabash teams could defend 
their position as a matter of personal choice.  Vic, 
though not in full agreement with the no switch 
idea, supported the goal that our purpose was to 
teach the ‘good man to speak honestly and well’ on 
all occasions including debate. That is his legacy as 
a teacher of Rhetoric.”
     After a life of service spent upholding the ideals 
of Wabash, Powell most certainly deserves familiar 
praise to summarize his impact on this place.
     “He would know well and appreciate more than 
most the accolade, ‘Some Little Giant!’” Williams 
said.

Vic Powell H‘55: Some Little Giant

     
     We have progressed into our third 
month of the school year and in light 
of my recent article on the inherent 
pessimism of Wabash students, I 
think it is time for a re-examination. I 
do not intend to re-evaluate, however, 
because I do not believe that my 
earlier sentiment was wrong. Though 
I do believe that there are depths that 
my earlier sentiment neglected to ad-
dress:  namely that we should flourish 
in our pessimism because we are sur-
rounded by a type of liberal arts insti-
tution that necessitates and forces our 
pessimism. Let me posit, hypotheti-
cally, that maybe the College is set up 
in such a fashion that our only option 
is pessimism and that the College is 
aware of this and utilizes it to make 
itself more attractive to both external 
observers and internal participants. 
     Remember:  I think that pes-
simism is a beautiful impetus for 

excelling. But it is not the only 
manner by which one can be com-
pelled or compel himself to excel. 
It is also possible that pessimism is 
the best manner by which excellence 
might be achieved. Whether or not 
you believe this is determined on an 
individual level. Regardless of claims 
of subjectivity, in this hypothetical 
position, the College might be enforc-
ing institutionalized pessimism in 
an extremely sweeping general way. 
Even if some are moved to excel 
through strict competition with others 
or by a pseudo-altruistic pursuit of 
knowledge, their motivational prefer-
ences, in this hypothetical position, 
are not cultivated by the College.
     We do not want to believe that 
the College is evil and I certainly do 
not want to be the one to lead others 
into believing that the College is evil. 
I do want to stand behind the posi-
tion that this hypothetical thought 
experiment is not very hypothetical, 
but defendable and highly probable. 
How should this make us feel about 

our academic environment, then? 
Again, I want to iterate that I do not 
want to lead others into believing that 
the College is evil, mostly because 
I cannot believe that the College is 
evil. But much in the same way that 
I cannot believe that the College is 
evil, I also cannot help but believing 
that the College forces our manner of 
achieving excellence (probably for 
“justifiable” reasons). I also cannot 
help but believing that this academic 
mindset indirectly harms us as Wa-
bash students.
     Individual cultivation is important 
and often ignored in many aspects of 
society, and especially within our ac-
ademic confines. To think as a group 
is highly important in our world—as 
is obvious in our overarching politi-
cal paradigm. But as a result of our 
group-orientation, we often neglect 
our own individual cultivation. We 
act often for the sake of the College 
and rarely for the sake of the self. We 
have redirected our natural intentions 
and, by consequence, we have reaped 

negative harvests. It is by this shift 
from individual concern to group 
concern that allows for sweeping 
generalizations—that pessimism is 
good for the sake of the perception of 
the College and thus for each indi-
vidual student. This is wrong and not 
seriously defendable—not everything 
that is good for an institution is good 
for each member of that institution. 
“Genetic purification” might be a 
good for the thriving of a society in a 
majority opinion, but it is definitely 
an evil for those victims of the puri-
fication, those citizens of that society 
who are attacked.
     Our institution is a beautiful one 
and does a lot of great things. I will 
not deny this. But I will make the 
strong claim that it is important to 
allow for individual cultivation even 
when it might conflict with the whole 
institution’s goals. Without individual 
development, the institution has a 
strong probability of becoming stag-
nant and losing its ability to thrive. 

Re-Examination of Our Pessimism

Letter to the Editor
Thank You, Wabash

     The Powell family wants to thank the Sphinx Club, and all 
others involved, for painting the Senior Bench in Vic’s honor. Of 
all the honors he received, this would have touched him the most. 
The Wabash students were always his number one priority on 
campus. That current students who barely knew him would take 
their time and energy to remember him in this fashion is most 
touching. The family is deeply appreciative.

Marion Powell and daughters Carol and Karen
     

     As the administration considers 
the re-arrangement of distribution 
requirements in the wake of C&T’s 
departure, one suggestion has been 
the requirement of a “Gender Stud-
ies” course. While some may scoff at 
this idea as the assertion of some in-
sidious liberal and/or feminist agenda, 
I believe that for a campus such as 
ours, this is an area that deserves 
more than tangential classroom refer-
ence and oblique discussion. Though 
I sympathize with those who are hesi-
tant to add deeper specification to our 
currently breadth-focused distribution 
framework, it would be too easy with-
out such a requirement for students 
to pass through Wabash and only 
cursorily examine such questions as 
gender identity and relations. 
     Part of many students’ resistance 
to the introduction of a “Gender Stud-
ies” requirement likely stems from a 
faulty association between “Gender 
Studies” and “feminism” (itself a 

highly-loaded and oft-misunderstood 
term). Although feminism represents 
one specific approach to studying 
gender issues in literature and culture, 
there are many others, one of which 
is the currently emerging focus on 
masculinity. If nothing else, I believe 
it is crucial that we as Wabash men 
critically examine our definitions of 
masculinity and what it means to be 
a man. Many of us, somewhere along 
the course of our college search, read 
the slogan “Boys will be boys. Men 

See HEPBURN, page 5

Why Wabash Needs 
Gender Studies Program

Food for Thought:
Should Wabash require each student to complete one  

distribution credit in a Physical Education class?

REED HEPBURN ‘12
OPINION COLUMNIST

SAM BENNETT ‘14
OPINION COLUMNIST
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     Of the candidates remaining in the Republican 
Presidential field, somehow, someway, Herman 
Cain has risen to the top, and in an October poll by 
Rasmussen, Cain even leads President Obama 43 
to 41. Just a couple months ago Herman Cain was 
stumbling through the first GOP debate and most 
Washington insiders thought he could be the first 
person to drop out of the field. How did the Repub-
lican race get to here from there?
     Minnesota’s Tim Pawlenty was the first to fall, 
which happened at the hands of perhaps the most 
incompetent candidate in the entire field, Rep. Mi-
chele Bachmann, who won the Iowa straw poll and 
stole the spotlight from Pawlenty. 
     Speaker Newt Gingrich was eliminated from 
this race when he lost control of the House in the 
mid-90s and during his extramarital affairs, which 
would kill him in a general election.
     Ron Paul has never been thought of as a serious 
candidate by the Republican party and Rick Santo-
rum is even less of a threat to become the nominee, 
seeing as he lost his United States Senate seat in a 
20-point landslide in 2006.
     That leaves former Massachusetts Governor 
Mitt Romney and Texas Governor Rick Perry.

 
     Romney has always been a Republican front-
runner, and when the likes of Mitch Daniels and 
Haley Barbour decided not to enter the race, 
Romney seemed like the obvious winner. Then, all 
in one day, Rick Perry announced his candidacy 
and Romney tanked in the Iowa straw poll. In a 24-
hour period, Perry had entered the race and taken 
the lead.
     However, these two candidates have committed 
a few errors. Romney will always be under fire for 
his healthcare plan in Massachusetts and the very 
small number of jobs he created as Governor. Perry 

has proven to be lazy and stupid in the past few 
debates. He has been unprepared and looks like a 
deer in the headlights anytime someone mentions 
him.
     And if those downfalls were not enough, these 
two candidates have dragged each other through 
the muck and the mud so much that their own 
mothers would not cast a ballot for them.
     And then there was Herman Cain.
     Cain is an extremely successful businessman 
who has built and turned around businesses and 
also served as the Chairman of the Federal Reserve 
Bank in Kansas City. He has never been perceived 
as electable and has proven that he can lose prima-
ries in a 2004 Senate election.
     But in a time where the American people seem 
to be angry with Washington and seek to get rid of 
the insiders, Cain has one huge advantage over the 
other candidates: he has never served a day in a 
political office.
     It is still too early to crown someone as the Re-
publican nominee, but if Romney and Perry don’t 
pull it together, Herman Cain, for better or worse, 
will be the Republican nominee for President of the 
United States.

ALEX ROBBINS ‘13
OPINION EDITOR

Why Herman Cain Might Just Win

     You heard me right, most of the 
modern day Republican Party starting 
in 1980 has had one primary objec-
tive. That is to allow the top 1%, 
“the job creators,” to become as rich 
as possible through mainly tax-cuts, 
and that somehow that will trickle 
down and help everyone. News flash: 
Supply-Side or Reaganomics or 
Trickle-Down economics or whatever 
you want to call it, does not work! 
     Since the 1980s the middle-class 
has been shrinking as a result of 
Reaganomics, and the richest in 
our society have seen a gross accu-
mulation of wealth. The problem is 
instead of wealth trickling down it 
has pretty much stayed with the top 
10%, but much more realistically the 
top 1%. I am sick of people saying 
how President Reagan was this magic 
warrior for the middle-class and jobs 
in America, because he was not. His 
economic policy of tax cuts, primar-
ily for the rich, deregulation of the 
financial industry and de-unionization 
has been responsible for the hollow-
ing out of the middle class and the 
growing wealth gap between the rich-
est and poorest in our society. These 
policies were furthered by President 
George W. Bush and are one of the 
primary reasons why most Ameri-
cans for the first time view that their 
children’s lives will be no better than 
their own lives.
     Let me lay out these numbers for 
you. First the marginal tax rate for the 
wealthiest Americans, so that would 
be between $200,000 and $400,000, 
before Reagan was 70% and at the 

end of Reagan’s term it was 28%. 
What Reagan intended was that these 
tax cuts of over half would lead to 
great investment of money by the 
richest into American companies and 
produce more jobs and the wealth 
would trickle down. Instead what you 
have seen over the past twenty-five 
years has been the wealthiest becom-
ing wealthier and the middle classes 
wages and benefits shrinking and the 
middle-class quickly dwindling and 
dying. 
     To illustrate how Reaganomics 
has helped the wealthiest Americans 
and has hurt the middle class here are 
some statistics: 
     Twenty-five years ago the per-
centage of income taken in by the 
top 1% was 12% and now it is 25%.  
Twenty-five years ago the percentage 
of wealth controlled by the top 1% 
was 33% and now it is above 40%. 
Today the bottom 50% of Americans 
only control 2.5% of wealth. And as 
the rich got richer the middle class 
wages have FALLEN. In 2000 the 
real median income was $53,164 
and today it is $49,665. It is the first 
time in American history since the 
Great Depression that the real median 
income for Americans has decreased 
over a decade. Also today 43 mil-
lion Americans, or 1 out of every 6 
Americans, live off of only $22,350 
for a family of four. Meanwhile the 
top 0.01% of Americans, or 15,000 
people, in 1980 controlled 1% of 
the nation’s wealth and today they 
control 6%, or roughly $27,000,000 
each. The only other time in Ameri-
can history where the wealth has been 

this divided was in 1929. 
     So as is clearly shown while the 
wealthiest Americans have prospered 
because of Reaganomics over the 
past twenty-five years it has clearly 
hurt the middle class by real income 
going down for a family even though 
more family members have been 
working. And meanwhile you have 
had the wealthiest Americans con-
trolling more and more of the wealth 
without any of it trickling down. 
     To drive home the point, from 
2009 to the present the average 
American wage has been $39,104 
a year and has risen by about 0.5% 
since that year, and inflation has risen 
by 3%. So the average American 
worker has seen actually seen a real 
decrease in wages. Meanwhile CEOs 
for the top 200 companies have seen 
their wages rise 38% since 2009 to 
$10.8 million. And meanwhile they 
have the gall to complain about un-
certainty in the market and how much 
they are being taxed while they are 
experiencing a third of their wages 
rise and their real tax rate has fallen 
from 29.4% in 1992 to 18% today.  
     Admittedly how low this real tax 
rate is on the wealthiest 400 Ameri-
cans has come from capital-gains, 
which is only taxed at a 15% tax rate 
instead of the income tax rate of 35% 
like it was before 2003. This capital-
gains tax rate cut has really only 
helped the wealthiest. The statistics 
are the top 1% of Americans own 
38.3% of all privately held stock and 
60.6% of financial securities. The top 
10% have 80% to 90% of stocks and 
financial securities. And the 

bottom 80% combined only have 
8% of stocks and financial securities. 
So while the cut in capital-gains tax 
has not created any jobs or any real 
income growth for the bottom 80% 
it has certainly helped the top 10% 
and especially the top 1%. But again 
instead of investing this money to 
trickle down like Reagan suggested it 
gets put into complex derivatives and 
makes greater profits for the wealthy 
owners without really producing any
thing tangible to help the economy as 
a whole.
     Through all this data it should 
be clear that cutting of the tax-rates 
for the wealthiest Americans was a 
mistake and instead of helping the 
middle class like the proponents of 
Reaganomics would have you believe 
it actually has only pooled wealth 
at the very top and has been killing 
the middle class since its creation. 
So instead of agreeing to the next 
tax-cut Republicans propose look at 
it with a sharp-eye, look at the past 
and how tax cuts for capital-gains and 
the wealthiest really has not helped 
anyone except the rich. It seems clear 
to me that Reaganomics is killing the 
middle class. Is it clear to you?

STEVAN 
STANKOVICH ‘12
OPINION COLUMNIST

Reaganomics Fails Middle Class

go to Wabash.” This maxim not only distinguishes 
all 900 of us as men, but carries the implicit as-
sumption that there are characteristics required 
for “manhood” beyond being an adult male (since 
only men go to Wabash).  If this is the case, then 
what makes us so much more “manly” than the 
males at other schools? Is it work ethic? Mental 
toughness? What about the female students at other 
schools who work hard and refuse to give up under 
adversity? Perhaps more importantly, how can we 

defend the value of an all-male education without 
being educated about maleness? 
     One might contend that we have been educated 
about maleness implicitly, through our interactions 
with other males, whether they have been fathers, 
brothers, teachers, etc. While we most assuredly 
have all developed our own models of what man-
hood means, the student body of Wabash, and thus 
these models of masculinity, are becoming more 
and more diverse. Without any classroom inquiry 
into these ideas, we will continue to use the same, 

insufficient terminology (man, manly, manhood, 
masculine, etc.) to refer to very different things 
throughout our discourse both in and out of class. 
Beyond just getting on the same page in terms of 
our criteria for masculinity, it is also imperative 
in an all-male school that we are introduced to 
the perspectives of women in our respective (or 
any) academic disciplines. After all, as the Career 
Services center is wont to point out to us, there is 
life after Wabash, a life that for most is distinctly 
co-educational. 

Hepburn
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ALEX TOTTEN ‘13
MUSIC COLUMNIST

    I’ve really enjoyed writing 
my last two reviews. First I 
got the honor of listening to 
Blink’s new CD, which, in 
this humble writer’s opinion, 
is the beginning of a new mu-
sical era, and now I get to re-
view two of the world’s great-
est singers, Mike Posner and 
Asher Roth. As a foreword, I 
don’t really like rap. I don’t 
know why I don’t like rap; 
it just doesn’t really fit my 
tastes too well. I’ll try not to 
let that sway my opinion too 
drastically, but, honestly, it 
might be a problem. As a pro-
fessional, much like these two 
gentlemen, I will try to deliv-
er the most honest and unbi-
ased review, as I have done in 
the past.
    I hadn’t heard of Mike Pos-
ner until I heard he was going 
to be one of our national acts. 
That plays more towards my 
ignorance of popular music 
and not his popularity, but I 
was surprised when I actu-
ally listened to his CD, 31 
Minutes to Take Off. I had 
heard the song, “Cooler than 
Me,” and I enjoyed it quite a 
bit. It’s got a nice little driv-
ing beat, and it’s reminiscent 
of dubstep in a lesser way, not 
like most dubstep songs that 
throw the fact that they are 
dubstep right in your face. It 
seems that Posner has a little 
bit more to him than meets the 
eye. 
    It’s unfair to say that he’s 
rap, because he does more 
than that. His arrangement 
was fun, and upbeat, and the 

vocals went really well with 
the electronic sound. In “Bow 
Chika Wow Wow,” one of the 
other really popular songs, 
he’s doing more of an R&B 
sound, more of a rap sound. 
His sound is much like every-
thing else that’s popular right 
now, that weird mike of the 
three genres of Rap, R&B, 
and Pop, but weirdly enough, 
I was actually getting into it. 
The musical arrangements 
were enough to keep me inter-
ested, and the vocals played 
really well with the melody. 
    Asher Roth, on the other 
hand, I had heard of before. 
Who hasn’t really? He is the 

champion of college; indeed, 
he loves college. Truly a 
herald of party sensibilities, 
Roth’s most famous single, 
“I Love College,” has been 
a party staple since its con-
ception in 2009. Taking over 
campuses like the plague to 
European metropolises, “I 
Love College,” has become 
an essential to every hard par-
tier and weekend warrior in 
or out of college, effectively 
making Roth into a one-hit 
wonder. 
    Or so I thought. Although 
Roth hasn’t hit notable chart 
success with any of his fol-
lowing singles, his newest 
single off of his next album 

Is it too Orange?, “G.R.I.N.D 
(Get Ready it’s a New Day)” 
showcases another side of 
Roth’s talent. It’s easy to as-
sume that he’s just another 
joke act trying to cash in on 
an easily identifiable trope, 
but “G.R.I.N.D” showed a 
maturity to his rap that is rem-
iniscent of Lupe Fisaco. He’s 
got great flow, making the 
words dance with the rhythm, 
and the lyrics show that he 
has depth. Instead of talking 
about partying and having 
sex, in “G.R.I.N.D” he talks 
about economic downturns, 
breaking free from the sys-
tem and political upheaval. It 
seems that Roth’s sound has 

grown up with him. 
    I didn’t think I would say 
this initially, but go to the 
show. Roth isn’t just one 
song anymore; he’s started 
to develop a full arsenal of 
rap anthems, and Posner’s 
fun, genre-bending music 
should be pleasing to fans of 
all sorts. But there’s a more 
important reason to go: to see 
how Roth handles himself 
at Wabash. According to the 
November 17th, 2009 issue 
of The Depauw, the paper of 
our esteemed friends down 
south, Roth was bashing Wa-
bash constantly throughout 
the concert he performed on 
their campus. 
    It’s completely understand-
able that one would pander to 
the audience they’re playing 
for, especially when one is in 
the situation that Roth is in. 
He came to Depauw with only 
one CD completed, and he 
had to put on a fun and engag-
ing show. It’s understandable 
the Roth bashed us. He had 
one song, “I Love College,” 
and then nine more than no-
body had heard of. He needed 
to fill space he couldn’t fill 
with music. He had to keep 
them entertained throughout 
the show, so naturally he pan-
dered to the lowest common 
denominator, bashing Wa-
bash.
    When he’s here, he’ll most 
likely bash Depauw the entire 
time. Naturally, the audience 
will eat it up, agreeing with 
him in grand fashion, but I’d 
like to remind everyone that, 
not two years ago, he was 
doing the same thing for the 
Dannies.   

 COURTESY OF WABASH COLLEGE SCAC

Rap artists Asher Roth and Mike Posner prepare for Wabash’s wild weekend. Posner’s popular sound 
and Roth’s growing fame set the stage for this fall’s National Act.

FRITZ COUTCHIE ‘15
COLUMNIST

    When the ESH checks are 
almost entirely used up and 
college life begins to feel 
mundane, it becomes neces-
sary to save money in order 
to make it through the year. 
Many money saving tips are 
obvious: do not buy new text 
books, apply for scholar-
ships, and most importantly 
do not spend more than there 
is in any given bank account.  
    Saving money should not 
be based on not spending; it 
is impossible to live for free. 
Saving money is spending as 
little of it as possible without 
much sacrificing. Here are 
five tips that should help ac-
complish that goal: regularly 
check account statements, 
always purchase in cash, try 
cooking on the weekends, 
stay busy, and look into sum-
mer schooling.  
    Many financial institutions 
charge fees if an account bal-
ance is low. Knowing the bal-
ance and rules of all financial 
accounts helps in avoiding 
said costly fees. The knowl-
edge of one’s fiscal wellbeing 
allows for effective budget-

ing and responsible spending. 
Through balancing your ac-
count, you can eaisly identify 
costs that can be eliminated 
and save money. 
    The easiest way to spend 
responsibly is to spend in 
cash; it prevents spending 
more than a student may ac-
tually have. Additionally, 
many retailers will give a 
cash discount due to the lack 
of processing fees present in 
both credit and debit cards. 
When buying on credit, inter-
est charges can waste a great 
deal of money as well if not 
bills are not paid promptly.
    Fast food on the weekends 
is a staple of the collegiate 
diet, however it is surpris-
ingly costly. Often, meals 
at the various fast food res-
taurants can cost upwards 
of six dollars per person and 
do not leave the eater full 
for hours. Meals such as, 
spaghetti, chicken quesadil-
las, and many sandwiches 
can be made to feed two, yet 
cost less than three dollars 
and take little time to make.       
Making this low cost food is 
also a wonderful date oppor-
tunity. Instead of going out 
for dinner impress a date with 

a well cooked, yet inexpen-
sive meal, and a movie rented 
from the Lily Library. 
    Stay busy – the less idle 
time available, the fewer 
chances there are for careless 
money to be spent. Occupy 
free time by watching a mov-
ie with housemates. Movies 
can be checked out in the Lil-
ly Library and will save the 
expense of the movie theatre. 
Take advantage of all of the 
lectures and events through-
out the school year. These 
events often provide refresh-
ments and discussion topics 
for any large group. When 
leaving campus, carpool. 
Frequently, many people 
from the same living unit are 
going to the same place and 
the money saved from buy-
ing gas could be better spent. 
Those who are over 21 and 
frequently attend bars should 
have a couple of drinks be-
fore leaving, provided there 
is a sober driver, to save from 
the enormous upcharge in al-
coholic beverages.  
    Explore summer schooling 
options; it may be cheaper 
and more advantageous to 
take a necessary class dur-
ing the summer that would 

allow for more productive 
studying during the following 
academic year. Make sure the 
registrar approves this option 
before trying to pursue it. 

    College can be costly if stu-
dents do not pay attention to 
their spending habits. Use the 
tips from above to make your 
dollar go further.  

Thrifty Tips for Wabash Men

Posner and Roth Set for ’Bash

Students who attend
NAWM President Greg 

Castanias’ Chapel Talk will 
have a chance to win a free 
iPad or TV. Go to Chapel!

COREY ELGER| WABASH ‘15

Ramen Noodles and used books help college students cut down 
on expenses.
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JOHN DYKSTRA ‘13
CAVELIFE EDITOR

    Steve Jobs was our generation’s Thomas Edison who did not have the luxury of eating at a regular café prior to co-found-
ing Apple, Inc. in 1976. Jobs died October 5, six weeks after resigning as Apple’s CEO, of respiratory arrest caused by a 
pancreatic tumor. He was 56 years old.

“This little computer used one disk; you put the disk in and it would fill the computer in 10 minutes,” Rosenberg said. “It 
was really annoying having to put in a new disk for every document. I would literally write a ten page document and would 
have to changes disks, but it was the first computer. [The computers] were fun to look at and fun to use. Even now I still use 
Apple products.”

    In 1985, Jobs decided to resign from his position in Apple, Inc. as a result of a managerial dispute with Apple’s then CEO 
John Sculley. He founded NeXT Inc. that same year and returned to Apple in 1996 after the company purchased NeXT Inc. 
In 1986, he purchased Pixar. Rosenberg related Jobs’ business career to Emersonian ideology.

    “I think that [Jobs leaving Apple] was very striking because my English-219 class has been studying Emerson and Tho-
reau,” Rosenberg said.  “Emerson has this quote which says he really respects somebody who does not expect to succeed 
and have a permanent job and that when you lose your job, land on your feet. That’s what Jobs represents: somebody who 
was fired from his own company that he started. Yet, what does he do? He goes out and he buys Pixar, which at the time 
was an untried commodity and he takes this chance and then he turns Pixar into what we know today as a contributor to our 
culture. He took what would be perceived of as a failure and a humiliation and made it into something better, and that to me 
is another American, mythic quality of his personality.”

Jobs’ Life was ‘Very American’

COURTESY OF DIGITALTRENDS.COM  

Apple co-founder Steve Jobs revolutionized handheld 
electronics, introducing inventions from the iPod to the 
iPad. Jobs battled pancreatic cancer for eight years until his 
death earlier this month.

    English Department Chairman Dr. Warren Rosenberg viewed 
Jobs as an iconic American who was able to live a rags to riches 
story because of his creativity.

    “I was surprisingly upset [about Jobs’ death],” Rosenberg said. 
“I didn’t think it would bother me as much as it did. He meant 
more to us than I had thought. I see him as a representative of the 
Ben Franklin, American-made kind of man, who really started 
out extremely poor. I mentioned in my classes a story about him 
having to walk seven miles across town just to eat a free meal. 
Essentially, his own creativity and awareness of what would be 
appealing and what was needed led to his success.”

    Rosenberg has been a long time user of Apple products. He 
used the first Apple computer on campus in the late 80s.

     “[The computer] was a small box,” he said. “Some of my col-
leagues had deck computers—they were PC desktops, but I liked 
right away this little Mac that was easy to—and that was another 
thing Jobs really pushed for: the idea of simplicity and having 
icons. And so the whole desktop concept was easy to use.”
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Football Remains Unbeaten
                 
     

     In the longest road trip of the sea-
son thus far, the Little Giants needed 
help from adverse ways to defeat the 
Yeomen of Oberlin College, 37-23.
    Wabash forced a turnover on the 
first play of scrimmage for Oberlin 
and drove 35 yards to take an early 
7-0 lead at Savage Field in windy con-
ditions in northeast Ohio. The teams 
traded possession until North Coast 
Athletic Conference defensive player 
of the week Luke Zinsmaster ’12 in-
tercepted an errant Yeoman pass and 
returned it 5 yards for the 14-0 lead. 
     Oberlin would go on a fifteen play, 
50 yard, drive for a field goal in the 
second quarter, to make the score 14-
3. A sack would stall the Little Giants 
next drive, who punted away to the 
Yeomen, before pinning them deep 
in their own territory. A gust of wind 
came up at the last second during a 
punt attempt for Oberlin and the foot-
ball was blown out of the back of the 
end zone to give Wabash a 16-3 lead 
on the safety. 
     The Little Giants were driving again 
late in the first half before a Chase 
Belton ’13 interception stopped Wa-
bash at the Oberlin fifteen yard line. 
Coach B.J. Hammer’s defense would 
hold strong on the ensuring Yeomen 
possession and the Little Giants went 
into the half with a 16-3 lead. 
     Things were looking great for 
Wabash after fifth-year senior Wes 
Chamblee ’12 returned the opening 
kick of the second half 80 yards for a 

23-3 lead. This was Chamblee’s first 
kickoff return for a touchdown of the 
season and his third return for a touch-
down on special teams this year. The 
Little Giants would score again on a 
beautiful 28 yard seam pass to tight 
end John Holm ’12 which put Wabash 
in the driver’s seat with a 30-3 lead 
just five minutes into the third quarter. 
     But that’s when the wheels fell off 
the cart for a long period and Wabash 
seemed to be in a lull for a large part of 
the second half. Oberlin would score 
on its next three possessions thanks 
to the quarterback receiver tandem of 
Josh Mandel and Drew Mixter who 
connected for touchdown passes of 4, 
11, and 13 yards to make the score 30-

23 in Wabash’s favor with just seven 
minutes remaining in the contest. 
     Wabash couldn’t do much of any-
thing offensively and gave up sacks 
and committed penalties that killed 
drives on a number of possessions in 
the second half. The Little Giants had 
control of the football for just over 
three minutes in the third quarter. 
     With the game on the line Wa-
bash put together its most impressive 
drive of the day. Taking over at their 
own thirty, the Little Giants used a 
balanced attack to march down the 
field for a 12 play, seventy yard drive 
which saw Wabash score on a 5 yard 
touchdown run by Vann Hunt to push 
the margin to 37-23 and put victory 

out of the reach for a depleted Oberlin 
squad. 
     While he was happy with the vic-
tory, Head Coach Erik Raeburn found 
plenty of areas of improvement after 
Saturday’s contest. 
     “We were really happy to get the 
win,” Raeburn said, “but offensively 
we didn’t play very well at all. The 
biggest bright spot for us was special 
teams. I felt like we totally dominated 
that phase and it was the difference in 
the game.”
     In order to be successful in the last 
third of the season, Raeburn believes 
the Little Giants need to find a better 
rhythm. 

IAN BAUMGARDNER | WABASH ‘14

Sophomore Charlie Kolisek wrestles down a ball carrier during Saturday’s win over Oberlin.

TYLER WADE ‘12
STAFF WRITER

Soccer Keeps Playoff  Hopes Alive
       
 
  

  Heading into last Saturday’s NCAC 
matchup with Denison (8-5-2 overall, 4-3 
NCAC), the Little Giants had struggled to 
a 1-3 conference record and any hopes of 
qualifying for the conference tournament 
were dwindling. All that changed with a 
65th-minute goal by freshman Steve Ma-
gura.
     The rookie’s first collegiate goal couldn’t 
have been timelier as it gave Wabash a 1-0 
victory over the Big Red and put the Little 
Giants right back into postseason discus-
sion. The win elevated Wabash (7-6-2 2-3-
0) to sixth in the conference. The top four 
teams at the end of the regular season ad-
vance to the conference tournament.
     “That win means a lot; it means every-
thing right now,” coach Roberto Giannini 
said. “That put us in a position with six 
other teams for the final two spots.
     “Having never beaten Denison before, 
that win was big both for morale and our 
standing within the conference.”
     Moving forward, Wabash sets its sights 
on four consecutive conference matchups to 
close the season, hoping to secure a post-
season berth. That stretch begins with road 
tilts against rival DePauw and Hiram this 
week.
     This year’s matchup with the Tigers 
holds extra importance with Wabash’s ri-
vals to the south making the transition into 

the North Coast Athletic Conference.
     “This year is even more important with 
it being a conference matchup,” Giannini 
said. “In years past, we would play them 
early in the season and it was somewhat im-
portant, but it wasn’t a conference matchup. 
This year, we are playing them with only 
four games left in the season and it has con-
ference implications.”
     Throughout this year, freshmen have 
played a big role in the successes this team 
has enjoyed, and that was the case again in 
Saturday’s win.
     “Those freshmen have played well,” 
Giannini said. “That Denison game was a 
must-win for us to turn things around. We 
started four freshmen in that game, and one 
[Magura] scored the goal. They have their 
ups and downs, being freshmen, but overall 
those freshmen have been good.”
     As the conference standings begin to so-
lidify themselves in the final weeks of the 
season, Giannini has comfort in the fact that 
his group can control their own postseason 
destiny with the final four games of the sea-
son, something that wasn’t the case a year 
ago.
     “Last year, we were in the predicament 
where we had to wait and see what hap-
pened with other teams,” Giannini said. 
“This year it all depends on us. We have 
four games left, and if we are able to win all 
four, we are in [the conference tournament] 
for sure.”

GRANT MCCLOSKEY | WABASH ‘12

Senior Dylan Andrews dribbles upfield in a match this past weekend.

BRANDAN ALFORD ‘12
SPORTS EDITOR

Saturday, October 22

Football 	 vs. Denison (Family Weekend)*	 1 p.m.
Swimming	 @ Kenyon Relays*			   12 p.m
Soccer		  @ Hiram*				    1 p.m.
	
*NCAC Contest

This Weekend in 
Wabash Sports

Intramural Update
	
     Several IM sports recently crowned cham-
pions on campus. In football, Phi Delta Theta 
took home the title with a championship-
game victory over Cole Hall.
     In cross country, the brothers of Lambda 
Chi Alpha won the team title with Beta Theta 
Pi taking home second place. Cross Coun-
try coach Roger Busch ‘96 was the individual 
champion.

See FOOTBALL, page 9
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Where Are They Now?
Dave Broecker ‘83

          
 
   

     Dave Broecker ‘83 is far removed 
from his playing days on the gridiron 
captaining the Little Giants as their 
quarterback.  That still hasn’t kept 
him from attacking opportunities with 
a precise intensity.  
     Broecker attended MIT after Wa-
bash for engineering, followed by 
a job at Eli Lilly and Company and 
a MBA from the University of Chi-
cago. Broecker is currently the CEO 
for BioCritica “a special need biotech 
company that develops drugs for the 
hospital market.”   
     Every student wonders what they 
will do after they earn their sheepskin.  
How will the adjustment be from col-
lege to the so-called real world?  For 
Broecker the adjustment was an easy 
one.      
     “My job is pretty much 24/7 and 
Wabash was 24/7 experience,” he said 
“Students there work hard and play 
hard, and do everything they can to 
make the most of every 24 hours.  The 

intensity of the professional world is a 
lot like the intensity of Wabash.”
     As a student athlete Broecker al-
ways showed true grit.  He led the 
Little Giants to a four-year record of 
34-2-1 including two undefeated sea-
sons.  Some examples of that were 
being selected to All-American teams 
as a freshman and a senior, along with 
earning a NCAA Post graduate Schol-
arship. That is something that has car-
ried into his professional life. 
     “My favorite memory of Broecker 
was his drive against Denison” Coach 
Mac Petty said, “They were one of the 
top team in the country, we are down 
and have the ball with a little over two 
minutes left.  Then Dave drives us all 
the way down the field for the win.  It 
was a fantastic drive.”
     Along with a decorated athletic ca-
reer, Broecker took to heart the moral 
lessons he learned in college.  Each 
lesson Broecker learned he put into 
practice in his everyday life.  
     “The saying Wabash Always Fights 
made a difference for me at Wabash 
College and it is something I carry 

into my professional life,” Broecker 
said. “It teaches you to never give up 
and that the harder you work the more 
opportunities you will come across. 
One of the most important lessons is 
embodied in Wabash Always Fights.” 
     Another aspect of Wabash that is 
still with Broecker is the Gentlemen’s 
Rule.
     “It stuck with me because it means 
that you have to live responsibly in the 
modern world, it teaches you to use 
common sense and good judgment 
when there is no one watching.”
     It is easy to see Broecker is the 
quintessential version of what we 
would call a ‘Wabash Man’ taking 
full advantage of every opportunity 
he spent summers in Greece for im-
mersion trips and graduated with Phi 
Beta Kappa and Summa Cum Laude 
honors.  
     “I feel like I took full advantage 
of the opportunities in my time at 
Wabash. All of my interactions there 
opened my eyes to what you get from 
a Wabash education,” Broecker said. 
“It really prepared me, prepared me 

for everything after Wabash. It gives 
you confidence to know you don’t 
know something and the knowledge 
to figure it out.”  
     Transferring those values from 
his Wabash career to the professional 
world is what has helped him go from 
MIT student to working for Lilly to 
becoming a CEO of a largely success-
ful company. Broecker did it while 
gaining the respect and admiration of 
numerous Wabash students and staff.  
     “He was an outstanding person 
and athlete, he was not arrogant and 
he was an extremely humble person,” 
Coach Petty said.
     With those characteristics it’s no 
surprise that Broecker is also a family 
man. He has a wife and four children 
the oldest being a junior at DePauw 
University. 
     “The rivalry is alive and well in my 
family” he said. 
     The way he has capitalized on op-
portunities since graduating it won’t 
be long before people are asking 
Broecker, what’s next?

Petty Making Most of  Extra Time

From page 8

     “We have to be more consistent on offense. 
Saturday felt like it was a variety of different 
positions we were breaking down—we had a lot 
of dropped balls, we didn’t play well at quarter-
back, missed some blocks up front and gave up 
some huge sacks that killed drives.”
     The injury bug also bit Wabash on Saturday 
when freshman defensive back Houston Hodges 
went down with an injury early in the contest. 
Raeburn acknowledged that the Little Giants 
will have to deal with a bit of adversity. 
     “Guys are going to get injuries,” Raeburn 
said. “The teams that do well are the ones that 
find a way to overcome them and that’s what 
were going to have to do.”

     This Saturday Wabash faces a Denison 
University team that, despite its 3-4 record will 
be a good test. The Big Red boast one of the 
conference’s top offenses complete with a strong 
running attack behind two-time NCAC offensive 
player of the week Sam Fiorini. Last week Deni-
son fell on a last second touchdown to Allegh-
eny, the Little Giants’ next opponent. 
     Raeburn’s game plan against the Big Red is 
simple: stop the run. 
     “They run the football really well,” Raeburn 
said,  “and we can’t let them get started with that 
because that opens up play action passes and 
will make life really tough on us.”
     Saturday’s game against Denison kicks off 
from Little Giant Stadium at 1 o’clock. 

                
     Last weekend marked the begin-
ning of the college basketball season 
and for the first time in more than four 
decades, legendary Wabash Coach 
Mac Petty was nowhere near a basket-
ball court.
     Instead, the man who led the Lit-
tle Giant basketball program for 35 
years was several miles away from 
Chadwick Court at the Crawfordsville 
Country Club, working with another 
group of Wabash athletes.
     In addition to his basketball coach-
ing duties, Petty has spent the past five 
years also serving the College as the 
head golf coach. Although he official-
ly retired from duties at Wabash, Petty 
retained his golf position, serving on a 
part-time basis. Since he did not have 
any basketball workouts to adminis-
ter, this fall marked the first time Petty 
was able to devote all his energies on 
his golfers.
     The extra attention certainly helped.
     The Wabash Golf team capped off 
one of their most successful fall sea-
sons in recent memory with a third 
place finish at the inaugural Wabash 
Fall Classic. The team also won the 
Giant-Engineer Match Play Classic 
and finished second in a competitive 
Franklin Invitational field.
     “Our guys all had exceptional fall 
seasons,” Petty said. “At this week-
end’s tournament, Jackson Stevens 
received medal honors and we had 
three other guys in the top ten. An-
other freshman, Logan Burdick, made 
it onto the all-tournament team at 
Franklin.

     “The success speaks volumes to 
the future of the team and what we 
have to look forward to in the spring. 
Our conference is one of the strongest 
in the country with national powers 
Ohio Wesleyan and Wittenberg, but 
we are building the program and have 
brought in some guys who can really 
play. We’re creating a solid foundation 
and are excited to see what the spring 
season brings for our young team.”
     One of those young golfers is fresh-
man Jackson Stevens, who posted the 
lowest score during the weekend’s 
competition. In recognition of his 
medalist efforts, Stevens was named 
the North Coast Athlete Conference 
Golfer of the Week.
     “It was a great accomplishment for 
me and a huge confidence builder go-
ing into the offseason,” Stevens said. 
“We believe this team can compete 

nationally, and finishing four strokes 
out of the lead gives us something to 
work toward in the winter.”
     When the weather turns cold and 
the snow begins to fly in West Central 
Indiana, the team will move from the 
surrounding area courses to an indoor 
golf simulator located in the Armory 
that Petty installed several years ago. 
A program called Opti-Shot, which 
has been advertized on the Golf Chan-
nel, provides for a driving range type 
atmosphere, along with full courses 
that have been programmed into the 
machine to allow team members to 
continue play through the winter.
     Petty has also stressed the impor-
tance of sport specificity in regard to 
offseason workouts. After assuming 
the golf coaching responsibilities, he 
reached out to several Wabash alums 
that have careers in 

the golf industry. A physical therapist 
that spent ten years working on the 
PGA Tour created lifting plans and 
stretches. Sports psychologist Chris 
Carr ’82 created several programs for 
the team to work on mental prepara-
tion techniques.
“There is much more to golf than 
showing up to play on a nice day,” 
Petty said. “I’ve found that my players 
have embraced these new approaches 
and offseason workouts, and have be-
come better golfers in the process. The 
mental part especially, is a huge com-
ponent of the sport. I expect us to use 
these tools to help improve as a team 
over the offseason.”
     There is much to be excited about 
when looking at the team roster. Petty 
added seven freshmen to the roster 
who, when combined with sopho-
mores Seth Hensley, Scott Morrison, 
and Nathan Klopfenstein, provides for 
a talented team with a young nucleus. 
The experience that upperclassmen 
Terry Sullivan, Ben Foster, Michael 
Piggins, and Alex Robbins contribute 
are also important dynamics Petty be-
lieves will add to team success.
     “As a whole, we are a young team,” 
Stevens said. “Many of us freshmen 
were recruited with the idea of turn-
ing around the program and putting 
it on the map. That begins with doing 
well at the conference tournament and 
playing our way into nationals. Those 
are the goals we want to accomplish.”
     With a coach accustomed to win-
ning ways who is finally able to de-
vote more time to the Wabash golf 
program, those goals might not seem 
so far away.

RYAN LUTZ ‘13
STAFF WRITER

KYLE BENDER ‘12
STAFF WRITER

FOOTBALL

COURTESY OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Mac Petty has helped develop this year’s crop of young Wabash golfers.
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Weekend Sports Action

  GRANT MCCLOSKEY | WABASH ‘12  
IAN BAUMGARDNER | WABASH ‘14

Photos from this past weekend’s sports action. The football team secured a 
road win over Oberlin on Saturday (top and above). Soccer earned a 1-0 vic-
tory over Denison (right) and cross country competed in a pair of meets over 
the weekend (top right).


